
By Karen Gullo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — FBI Director-
designate Robert Mueller vowed
Monday to move forcefully to fix
problems at the agency, then
clashed with a leading Republican
over how much information he
would give an
increasingly vig-
ilant Congress.

Mueller said if
he’s confirmed,
he would try to
furnish lawmak-
ers with whatev-
er documents
they sought. But
he cautioned
that there could
be cases where
d o c u m e n t s
might have to be withheld for inves-
tigative reasons or their disclosure
would have to cleared by Attorney
General John Ashcroft.

Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Penn., who
argued for years with FBI officials

over his access to internal FBI doc-
uments, sought assurances that
sensitive documents the committee
might need for oversight would be
available.

Citing an instance during former
FBI Director Louis Freeh’s tenure
where a sensitive FBI memo was
belatedly turned over, Specter
pressed Mueller on whether he
thought the attorney general
should approve such requests.

“I cannot ... say to you right now,
concretely, that I would have come
to this committee without speaking
to the attorney general or speaking
to someone else,” Mueller said.

That infuriated Specter. “You’re
not saying enough to make congres-
sional Senate oversight worth a tin-
ker’s dam,” Specter insisted. “If
this committee, if those two men,
the chairman and the ranking
member, can’t have access to this
memorandum, I don’t think Senate
oversight is worth a tinker’s dam.”

Despite the exchange, Mueller
was generally received warmly by

By H. Josef Hebert
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Technologies
exist to substantially boost automo-
bile fuel economy over the next 10
to 15 years, but not without difficult
trade-offs including perhaps more
traffic deaths, a National Academy
of Sciences report concludes.

The findings are expected to be
pivotal in a congressional debate

unfolding this week in the House.
Probably on Wednesday, lawmakers
will debate whether to increase the
fuel economy requirements for cars
and sport utility vehicles as part of
a broader energy bill.

President Bush has said he want-
ed to await the academy’s findings
before deciding whether to seek
tougher federal standards for the
automakers.

The academy report, a summary

of which was obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press, says cost-effective
increases in fuel efficiency of cars
and sport utility vehicles are
achievable without dramatic reduc-
tions in vehicle size and weight.

But the report said selecting the
appropriate fuel economy targets
“will require uncertain and diffi-
cult trade-offs” among environmen-
tal benefits, vehicle safety, cost and
consumer preferences for the types

of vehicles they choose to drive.
Opting not to recommend any

specific increase in the federal
standard, the report said that deci-
sion is best made by elected offi-
cials.

The federal corporate average
fuel economy standard, or CAFE,
currently requires cars to achieve
27.5 miles per gallon on a fleet aver-
age. Light trucks, a category that

By Jeff Tuttle
Of the NEWS Staff

BANGOR — Rose Hahn stacked
up her empty flower boxes Monday
morning outside her Curve Street
apartment building, one of nine to
be razed by city crews in coming
months.

“There’s no point in making any-
thing look nice now,” the 69-year-
old woman said as a host of tailless
cats wound their way around her
feet and the nearby trash cans on
the sidewalk where her four grand-
children played.

With a Wednesday deadline — at
least on paper — to be out of their
apartments, Hahn and the few fam-

The Associated Press

GREENVILLE — Plum Creek
Timber Co., the second-largest land
owner in Maine, plans to sell 89
camp lots on First Roach Pond near
Moosehead Lake, raising concerns
among conservationists.

The Natural Resources Council
of Maine expressed fear that the
sale is a prelude to future sales in
which Plum Creek cuts up its lake-
front properties and sells them to
the highest bidders.

If that happens, it will change
the north woods forever, said Pete
Didisheim, advocacy director of
the NRCM.

“We are very concerned about
the long-term plans that Plum
Creek has for Maine,” Didisheim
said. “What does this mean for
Maine’s north woods?”

Jim Lehner, general manager of
the Northeast region for Plum
Creek, said the plan for First Roach
Pond will guarantee that most of
the land forever remains wild and
open to the public. The company
plans to submit an application to
Maine’s Land Use Regulation Com-
mission on Wednesday regarding
its plans.

The plan calls for selling 62
shorefront lots and another 27 back
camp lots covering a total of 435
acres. There already are 100-plus
camps on the lake.

Lehner would not say what the
company expects the sales prices to
be.

But, the company says it will
place another 1,010 acres into a con-
servation easement and protect a
total of 11.5 miles of lake frontage.

By Anjetta McQueen
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Elderly people were abused in
nearly a third of the nation’s nursing homes in the past
two years, many of them suffering serious injuries
such as hip fractures, congressional investigators said
Monday.

Some 5,283 nursing homes were cited for abuse vio-
lations, according to a review of state inspection
records requested by Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif.
These homes were cited for nearly 9,000 abuse viola-
tions from January 1999 to January 2001.

“We found examples of residents being punched,
choked or kicked by staff members or other residents,”
Waxman said.

Waxman, the top Democrat on the House Govern-
ment Reform Committee, which oversees spending and
other operations, said Congress should re-establish an
abolished federal law that boosts nursing home spend-
ing. The Boren amendment would guarantee that the
nation’s nearly 17,000 homes could do a better job of
screening, training and counseling their staff. Roughly
1.5 million seniors live in nursing homes.

He also is introducing a plan that would require
criminal background checks on nursing home staff
and impose tougher standards on homes with viola-
tions.

The American Health Care Association, a nursing
home trade group, supports a federal criminal back-
ground check system for potential employees.

“Recruiting, training and keeping frontline nursing
staff are among the most important things we can do to
ensure our patients continue to receive quality skilled
nursing care,” said Dr. Charles H. Roadman II, presi-
dent of the group, which represents 12,000 nonprofit
and for-profit centers and homes for the elderly and
disabled.

But center operators said abuse is not the norm in
nursing homes and many staff members deserve
praise.

“Our patients are like family, and incidents like
those described here today are extremely rare,” said
Sharon Sellers, vice president of operations at Wash-

Editor’s Note: The transcription of Penob-
scot used in the body of this story is not the
formal system used for the language. An
example of written Penobscot drafted by
the students accompanies the story. 

By Gordon Bonin
Of the NEWS Staff

INDIAN ISLAND — The four teen-
agers and their 23-year-old teacher went
out for a walk, leaving their notebooks
behind in the Penobscot Nation’s commu-
nity building.

Not far up the road, a fire hydrant was
being flushed, the water spilling onto the
road and running toward a drain.

As they walked through the rippling
water on the blacktop, the teacher, Conor
Quinn, said, “Kwsahgajowan nabee” in
Penobscot language, which translates to
“The water flows across it.”

When they reached the home of one of
the students, two plopped down onto a
bench swing, one asking, “How do you say
swing?”

“Ahlobegee-ahzodee,” Quinn replied,
saying the word incorporated the ideas of
a swinging rope, quickly, and a device. 

The four teen-agers — Maulian Dana,
Amanda Francis, Gabe Paul, and Jessica
Attean — are studying their tribe’s native
tongue this summer with Quinn, a post-
graduate linguistics student from Har-

vard University. It is part of an effort to
revive the Penobscot language. Also in the
class is Carol Dana, who teaches Penob-
scot at the grades K-8 Indian Island
School.

Amanda, a 15-year-old who goes to
Orono High School, said she wants to
learn her language fluently to show other
people that “I’m proud of it.”

Gabe, a 16-year-old who also attends
Orono High School, said he wants to
become fluent in Penobscot to be able to
speak to his grandmother and other eld-
ers in order “to keep it real.”

His grandmother told him she was
“always whipped by the nuns” in school
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY NICK MCCLELLAND
On nice days, the Penobscot language class convenes outside to practice conversational skills and vocabulary. Four high school
students attend this summer course taught by Conor Quinn (center), a candidate for a doctorate in linguistics at Harvard University.
The students, including Gabe Paul (left), Jessica Attean (bottom right) and Maulina Dana (top right), will not receive credit for their
work but say they are doing it to reclaim their language.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KEVIN BENNETT
Postal carrier Ken Talon delivers mail along Curve Street in Bangor on Monday morning. The city of Bangor has
purchased nine houses along the street and plans to use them to train new firefighters. Three of the nine houses
still are occupied as tenants look for new homes with an Aug. 1 deadline looming.
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