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Illegally stocked fish can threat-
en Maine’s pristine fisheries. The
notion that these unwanted trans-
plants can be eradicated through a
law requiring anglers to kill them
has hooked some fishermen in
Ellsworth and Greenville, where
the proposal faces a public hearing
at the end of the month. While biol-

ogists here cannot comment on the
“catch-and-kill” rule, those in
states where the regulation exists
say it has had little effect.

Illegally stocked fish provide a
fishery with additional species, but
their predation and competitive-
ness — they often are more adapt-
able and consume the forage of
native species — pose a threat to
the native population. Maine’s
warm-water fish, such as white

perch, yellow perch and bass, have
a higher spawning potential and so
are able to outcompete less prolific,
prized cold-water game fish, such
as trout and salmon, for food.

In Maine, illegally stocking fish
is a Class E crime that has come
with a fine of not less than $1,000
and up to $10,000 since 1986, when
that fine was increased from $500.
But since then, there have been

Maine struggles to eradicate illegal fish stocking

By Aaron Rosen
Of the NEWS Staff

GUILFORD — Wayne Williams
calls Linda Anderson of Abbot his
guardian angel.

It seems fitting, then, that Ander-
son took the Angel Flight home on
Wednesday, after undergoing sur-
gery at the New England Medical
Center in Boston to donate 60 per-
cent of her liver to Williams.

Williams, 62, developed cirrhosis
in 1997, caused by experimental
arthritis medication he began tak-
ing in 1992. By last summer his
liver had deteriorated so much that
doctors placed him on a transplant
list. But transplant prospects were
slim, said Williams’ wife, Dodi. “It
is almost impossible to get a cadav-
er liver. You have to be almost com-

Abbot donor not related
to Guilford recipient

Rare liver
donation
saves a life

By Robert Burns
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Eight Marine
Corps officers have been charged
with misconduct in connection
with the alleged falsification of
maintenance records on the MV-22
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, officials
said Friday.

Lt. Gen. Raymond Ayres Jr., com-
mander of Marine Corps Forces
Atlantic, notified the eight this
week that he would hold an admin-
istrative hearing at which they may

answer the charges against them.
The accused, whose names,

ranks and positions were not
released, have the right to refuse to
accept the proceeding and instead
request a court-martial at which
they could formally contest the
charges. Ayres gave them until
Aug. 17 to decide. He said their
names would not be released until
then.

The case has gained wide atten-
tion because the Osprey program —
regarded as a key to the future of
Marine Corps aviation — was in

serious trouble even before the alle-
gations arose in January. Two
Osprey crashes last year killed 23
Marines and stirred speculation
that the program might be killed.

The Osprey is designed to take
off like a helicopter, rotate its pro-
pellers to a horizontal position and
cruise like an airplane.

Maj. Bryan Salas, a spokesman at
Marine Corps Forces Atlantic,
based in Norfolk, Va., declined to
say whether the eight accused
include Lt. Col. Odin Fred Leber-

8 Marines charged in alleged Osprey records fraud

By A.J. Higgins
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A
s the fisherman’s skiff slices
through the calm harbor waters
off Phippsburg toward a nearby
island, Gerald Talbot scans the
rocky cliffs ahead for any ves-

tige of Maine’s African-American history.
Moments later, the 69-year-old black

activist reaches the shore
and begins retracing
timeworn footsteps to a
path that winds through
Malaga Island’s 41 wood-
ed acres. Barely a trace
remains of the decaying
lean-tos or ramshackle
cabins that were once
home to as many as 50
black, white and biracial
people who occupied the
island for two generations.

The buildings were razed in 1912 by order
of Maine’s governor who annexed the dis-
puted island as state property and evicted
its inhabitants. In the years leading up to
the relocation, newspapers of the day regu-
larly castigated the settlement in weekly
installments with headlines such as “Mala-

ga, the Home of Southern Negro Blood.”
The squatters on the island were described
as “lazy and shiftless” uneducated paupers
who lived in immoral squalor in their sanc-
tuary by the sea. So complete was the state’s
effort to eradicate the islanders that even
the dead were exhumed and reburied 40
miles inland.

“I guess they wanted to make sure that
nobody was coming back and that this com-
munity disappeared without a trace,”
observed Talbot, a past president of the
Maine chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People and
Maine’s first black state legislator. “It looks
like they did a good job.”

Now, 89 years after the forced relocation
of the island’s inhabitants, Talbot and oth-
ers question whether the state had any
greater right to the island than those who
once called it home. When the New England
African American Historical and Genealogi-
cal Society holds its annual meeting in Port-
land this fall, Talbot hopes the organization
will officially request that Maine officials
investigate the sequence of events that
prompted the state’s actions. In addition to
the call for new state scrutiny of the legal
grounds for the eviction, Talbot said Maine

By Jeff Tuttle
Of the NEWS Staff

BANGOR — A federal judge on
Friday struck down a section of the
Maine Constitution that prohibited
those under guardianship for men-
tal illness from voting.

In a 41-page decision, U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge George Z. Singal
found that the state’s restriction,
adopted in 1965, was unconstitu-
tional, violating the 14th Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution and
federal law by unjustly denying a
group of mentally ill people the
right to vote.

“In short, the state has disenfran-
chised a subset of mentally ill citi-
zens based on a stereotype rather
than any actual relevant incapaci-
ty,” Singal wrote in his decision,
filed Friday in the Bangor court.
“Such state action cannot survive
strict scrutiny because there is no

factually valid correlation between
the ends and the means.”

The ruling ended a court battle
for three mentally ill women from

Bangor and
Limestone who
in October sued
the state in
hopes of over-
turning the ban.
The women —
identified only
as Jane, Jill and
June Doe — said
the restriction
unfairly singled

out the mentally ill regardless of
their ability to understand the vot-
ing process.

Singal’s decision allows the three
women and all those under
guardianship for mental illness to
vote in November’s election.

Kristin Aiello, an attorney with

Ruling lets mentally ill cast ballots

Voter restriction
unconstitutional

By Susan Young
Of the NEWS Staff

GREENVILLE — Maine would
have to attract an additional 11.6
million tourists a year to make up
for lost timber revenues if a nation-
al park were created in the North
Woods, Department of Conserva-
tion Commissioner Ron Lovaglio
said at a forum here Thursday.

Last year, 4.3 million people came
to Maine for recreational overnight
trips. Two-thirds of them spent
their time on the coast, according
to the Maine Office of Tourism.

Lovaglio was one of five pan-
elists at a forum organized by the
Maine Woods Coalition, a
Greenville-based group that seeks
to maintain the status quo in the
North Woods, primarily by stop-
ping the creation of a national

park. A Massachusetts group,
RESTORE: The North Woods, has
proposed the creation of a 3.2 mil-
lion-acre park and preserve that
would encompass the Moosehead

Lake region as
well as land to
the east and
west.

The forum,
which was part
of the town’s
Forest Heritage
Days activities,
was billed as a
discussion of
c o n s e r v a t i o n

easements, but much of the talk
focused on fears that a national
park would be created over the
objections of local residents. About
70 people attended the forum.

Study details economic impact

Park project
debated in
Greenville
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY LINDA COAN O’KRESIK
Gerald E. Talbot (above) takes photographs while exploring Malaga Island off Phippsburg recently. Bones that were dug up on the island were
buried at a cemetery (below) at the Pineland Center in New Gloucester.

Black activist investigates 1912 relocation of island inhabitants 
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