
By Larry Mahoney
Of the NEWS Staff

University of Maine hockey coach Shawn Walsh,
who took over a program that had won just 11 league
games the previous three seasons and transformed it

into a two-time NCAA champion and perennial title
contender, died of complications from kidney cancer at
Bangor’s Eastern Maine Medical Center on Monday.

He was 46.
Walsh suffered for 15 months from the disease

known as renal cell carcinoma. He had his left kidney
and left lung removed, underwent two 20-day
immunotherapy treatments at the Jonsson Compre-
hensive Cancer Center in California and had a stem
cell transplant in May.

He was admitted to EMMC with pneumonia two
weeks ago and had been in the intensive care unit ever
since.

Walsh died the day before the first official on-ice
practice, a day he always cherished as he began the
task of trying to lead his team to an NCAA title.

It was also a beautiful, sun-splashed Indian summer
day, the kind of day Walsh would have loved to spend
on the golf course unless there were hockey matters to
attend to.

During his 17 seasons at Maine, Walsh led his Bears
to 11 NCAA tournament appearances, including seven
Frozen Fours and NCAA titles in 1992-93 and 1998-99.
He compiled a 20-13 record in NCAA play.

He registered a career record of 399-215-44. His 399
wins rank him 11th among active coaches and 19th
among all-time coaches.

He was suspended for a year for his role in NCAA
violations that also resulted in a loss of scholarships
and a two-year ban from NCAA play. Walsh took a job

By Laura King
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — With Osama bin Laden
exhorting followers to stay “stead-
fast on the path of jihad” — holy
war — the hard-line Taliban govern-
ment warned Monday that Ameri-
cans were “igniting a fire that will
burn them” if they attack
Afghanistan.

In signs of an intensifying show-
down over Afghanistan’s refusal to
surrender bin Laden, the prime sus-
pect in the terror attacks on the
United States, the Taliban drastical-
ly curtailed the activities of the remaining United
Nations relief workers inside Afghanistan, and neigh-

boring Pakistan pulled its diplomats out of the Afghan
capital, Kabul, in what could be a prelude to severing
diplomatic ties.

The Taliban, who control more than 90 percent of
Afghan territory, have been battling a northern-based
opposition alliance for control of strategic areas north
of Kabul. Heavy exchanges of mortar and artillery fire
could be heard Monday in the Panjshir Valley, 45 miles
north of the Afghan capital.

The United States and its allies have increased con-
tacts with those forces in preparation for a possible
assault against both bin Laden’s bases and his Taliban
hosts.

Bin Laden’s latest call to arms came in a statement
provided Monday to Qatar’s Al-Jazeera satellite chan-
nel, which the exiled Saudi multimillionaire and
accused terrorist mastermind often uses to communi-
cate with the outside world.

“I announce to you, our beloved brothers, that we
are steadfast on the path of jihad with the heroic, faith-
ful Afghan people,” said the statement, signed by bin
Laden and dated Sunday.

Bin Laden called on “our Muslim brothers in Pak-
istan” to do their utmost “to push the American cru-
sader forces from invading Pakistan and Afghanistan.”

The Taliban have rebuffed U.S. demands to hand
over bin Laden in the wake of Sept. 11 suicide strikes
that toppled the twin towers of the World Trade Center
and wrecked one wing of the Pentagon. The Taliban
have said they do not know where he is — a claim
ridiculed by American officials — and that they were
trying to pass on a request that he leave the country.

Bin Laden twice has denied involvement in the ter-
ror attacks. The United States has said it will produce
evidence implicating him.

By Tom Raum
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush on Monday ordered a freeze
on the assets of 27 people and
organizations with suspected links
to terrorism, including Islamic mil-
itant Osama bin
Laden, and
urged other
nations to do
likewise. For-
eign banks that
don’t cooperate
could have their
own transac-
tions blocked in
the United
States.

“Money is the
lifeblood of terrorist operations,”
Bush said. “Today, we’re asking the
world to stop payment.”

The move was an effort to choke
off financial support for bin Laden,
whom the United States considers
the prime suspect in the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks against the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

The list names 12 individuals,
including bin Laden and an Egypt-
ian militant suspected to be his top
deputy; 11 organizations, including
bin Laden’s al-Qaida network; three
charities and one business.

Missing from the list are Hamas,
Islamic Jihad and Hezbollah, mili-
tant groups that are on the State
Department’s roster of terrorists
but that some Arab nations see as
legitimate fighters against Israel.

Bush acknowledged terrorists’
assets in the United States were
small. But his order also gives the
Treasury Department wider
authority to go after transactions of
foreign banks that refuse to cooper-

By Amanda Riddle
The Associated Press

BELLE GLADE, Fla. — The govern-
ment grounded thousands of crop-dusters
across the country for a second-straight
day Monday amid fears the planes could
be used in an airborne chemical or bio-
logical attack.

The move came after it was learned
that one of the suspected hijackers in
the attack on the World Trade Center,
Mohamad Atta, had shown interest in
crop-dusters and that another person
now in federal custody had downloaded
information about the planes, Attorney

General John Ashcroft said.
The “intelligence community came to

us and encouraged us to shut down the
crop-dusters,” Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration spokesman Scott Brenner said.

Ashcroft told lawmakers on Capitol Hill
that the FBI had gathered information
raising fears that the small farm planes
could be used in a biological or chemical
attack. But he said there was “no clear
indication of the time or place of these
attacks.”

It was the second time the planes have
been grounded since the FAA cleared the
way for most flights to resume Sept. 14,
three days after terrorists slammed

planes into the twin towers and the Penta-
gon.

James Callan, execu-
tive director of the
National Agricultural
Aviation Association,
said the ban covered
about 3,500 agricultur-
al aviators.

The association post-
ed a message from the
FBI on its Web site, urg-
ing members to “con-
tinue to be vigilant to

any suspicious activity relative to the use,

Precaution taken as FBI investigates possibility of bioterrorism

Crop-dusters remain grounded
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A group of ironworkers is raised in a bucket Monday over the site of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. The sign and flags
in the background are on the wrecked American Express building.

AP FILE PHOTO
Shawn Walsh coaches a University of Maine hockey
game vs. Boston College in Orono in March 2000.
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Department of Environmental Protection’s division of response services works to clean up oil
and debris on Monday from a Bouchard oil tanker truck that crashed into a camp on Route
137 in Brooks on Sunday night, spilling 5,600 gallons of No. 6 oil into Sanborn Pond.
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By Walter Griffin
Of the NEWS Staff

BROOKS — Environmental workers faced
a daunting task Monday as they rushed to
recover 5,600 gallons of oil that spilled from a
wrecked tanker truck into an 87-acre pond
northwest of Belfast.

“This is quite a mess,” said Peter Blan-
chard, spokesman for the Department of
Environmental Protection Response Services
Division at Sanborn Pond, which is off Route
137 in southern Brooks and near the towns of
Knox and Waldo.

“It’s going to take a lot of time to clean it
up, and it’s going to take a long time for the
pond to get back to normal,” Blanchard
said.

The spill occurred at 8 p.m. Sunday when a
tractor-trailer carrying 8,600 gallons of No. 6
Bunker C oil broke through a guardrail, lev-
eled a camp and came to rest inches from the

pond. The oil is used in the big boilers at the
Sappi Fine Paper North America mill near
Skowhegan. 

The oil tanker was impaled and gouged
open by the metal guardrail. An estimated
5,600 gallons of the thick, black ooze poured
into the pond and spread quickly across most
of its surface.

The truck, owned by H.O. Bouchard of
Hampden, was a total loss. Driver James
Tripp, 46, of Brewer told authorities he
swerved to avoid a deer and lost control.
Tripp was headed west and riding on the
shore side of the road when he wrecked.
Tripp suffered cuts to his face and numerous
other cuts and bruises. He was taken by
ambulance to Waldo County General Hospi-
tal for treatment.

Tripp lost control on the first of a series of
switchback curves that take the road within
yards of the pond’s shore. 

Tractor-trailer crashes, dumping 5,600 gallons near Brooks

Oil spill contaminates pond

Taliban, bin Laden reiterate warnings to U.S.
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