
By Jim Abrams
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
passed aviation security legislation
Thursday after rejecting a Senate
version that would have turned air-
port screening operations over to
federal employees. The vote was a
major victory for the White House
and its Republican allies.

The bill, which takes steps to
make airplanes and airports safer
from attack, passed 286-139.

It followed minutes after a cru-
cial 218-214 vote to defeat the Sen-
ate-passed, Democratic-backed
alternative. The Republican-backed
bill would allow screening to be
contracted out to private employ-
ers.

“The American people deserve
tough security standards and the
House plan delivers,” President
Bush said in a statement. “I urge
the House and Senate to work
together to send a strong and effec-
tive bill to my desk.”

Reps. John Baldacci and Tom
Allen of Maine, both Democrats,
supported the Democratic legisla-
tion. 

As a member of the House
Transportation Subcommittee on
Aviation, which held numerous
hearings on ways to improve secu-
rity at airports and in the skies,
Baldacci argued that if screeners

are to be expected to identify possi-
ble terrorists, they will need to
share intelligence information
with law enforcement agencies. 

“Screeners are on the front line
and need to get the information
from the Justice Department. They
need to be in the federal loop,” Bal-
dacci told his colleagues on the
House floor. “We need uniform
security and we need uniform fed-
eral standards.”

Allen expressed outrage at
House Republicans and their deter-
mination to oppose the will of the
Senate, which unanimously voted
to federalize screeners. “It is the
extreme right wing in the House
that was determined to not have
federal workers for this very vital
responsibility,” he said.

The House action could delay for
weeks the enacting of a wide-rang-
ing package of new security meas-
ures aimed at restoring Americans’
confidence in flying after terrorists
hijacked four airliners Sept. 11 and
turned them into weapons of mass
destruction. Lawmakers now face
the task of trying to find a compro-
mise with the Senate, which voted
100-0 three weeks ago to pass the
measure making screeners federal
employees.

“My greatest fear is that if it
goes to a conference, it never comes
out,” House Democratic leader

By Jeff Tuttle
Of the NEWS Staff

BANGOR — If you’re heading to
the Bangor Mall this weekend, you
could try the road less traveled.

Today at noon the first motorists
will be able to use the long-awaited
Stillwater Avenue interchange with
Interstate 95 at Exit 48A — the
city’s first new exit since the high-
way’s completion in the early 1960s.

Nearly a decade in the works, the
$4.5 million project was lauded by
city officials as a means of alleviat-
ing congestion on Hogan Road, far
and away the city’s busiest byway
with nearly 30,000 vehicles using
the east side street on an average
summer day.

“Anybody who’s been on Hogan
Road on the weekend knows there’s
a need,” City Engineer Jim Ring
said this week of the necessity of
the exit, which will open officially
after today’s dedication ceremony,
expected to last from 11 a.m. to
noon.

City officials and area businesses
pushed for the new exit for nearly
10 years, when the Bangor Mall

area began its unprecedented
growth. The amount of commercial
building space around the mall has
nearly doubled during the past
decade, with development proceed-
ing at a pace nearly 2½ times that of
the 1980s.

Much of that new commercial
space has popped up along Stillwa-
ter Avenue, which like Hogan Road
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By Norman Kempster
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — To most
Americans, it is a conundrum. As
President Bush told FBI employees
Oct. 1, the United States is “a nation
of good folks” while Osama bin
Laden and his network of terrorists
are “evildoers.” So why do growing
numbers of people in the Muslim
world see it the other way around?

There may be any number of rea-
sons for the disconnect. But one
cause that even the administra-

tion’s staunchest supporters agree
on is that the United States has not
told its story very well in
Afghanistan, the wider Muslim
world or even in Europe.

To close that gap, Bush has
turned to Charlotte Beers, one of
the towering figures of the adver-
tising business, to apply some
Madison Avenue techniques to the
battle for hearts and minds, which
may prove the most important front
in the war on terrorism.

Beers, 66, took office Oct. 2 as
undersecretary of state for public

diplomacy and public affairs. The
president selected her for the post
last March, long before the events
of Sept. 11 gave a vastly increased
importance to the job.

In a statement to the House Inter-
national Relations Committee after
just one week in office, Beers
underlined the daunting nature of
her new task.

“This is a war about a way of life
and fundamental beliefs in values
we did not expect to ever have to
explain and defend — such as free-

Ad veteran takes up propaganda war 

By Randolph E. Schmid
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It may not
seem quite so cold this winter.

The National Weather Service
introduced a new wind chill index
Thursday that eases some of the
extreme coldness estimates of the
old formula.

The wind chill index is a formula
that estimates how cold it feels
based on the combination of tem-

perature and wind. It is widely
reported in winter to help people
decide how warmly to dress.

Under the new formula, a 10 mph
wind makes a reading of 30 degrees
Fahrenheit feel like 21 degrees and
a reading of 15 degrees feel like 3
degrees. The old formula calculated
that with a 10 mph wind 30 degrees
felt like 16 and 15 degrees felt like
minus 3.

A 20 mph wind under the new

National Weather Service 
charts new course for wind chill 

By David Espo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The fear of
anthrax spread to the Midwest on
Thursday with a preliminary find-
ing of contamination at a Kansas
City postal facility. Investigators
established a link between the
death of a woman in New York and
more than a dozen cases of the dis-
ease elsewhere in the country.

The bacteria that killed Kathy T.
Nguyen were “indistinguishable
from all the others,” including the
strain in a letter to Senate Majority
Leader Tom Daschle, said Dr.
Steven Ostroff of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Officials said they had not yet
learned how she became sick.

Nearly one month into America’s
bioterrorism scare, the threat
seemed to be receding in the
nation’s capital, but New Jersey
asked the Bush administration for
help in testing all the state’s post
offices. It appears the state “is the

front line of the anthrax attack on
our nation,” wrote acting Gov. Don-
ald T. DiFrancesco.

In a cruel irony, officials said the
suspected spores
found in Kansas
City, Mo., had
likely been
exported from
the nation’s cap-
ital.

“The assump-
tion at this point
is that this is a
contamination
process from
Brentwood,” the
main postal

facility in Washington that has
been shut down for more than a
week, said Rex Archer, the Kansas
City health director. The idea is
that spores “settled out of the air
and got on these envelopes.”

The preliminary test results at a
specialty postal facility — coupled
with the discovery of spores at a
private Indiana company —

marked the first known spread of
spores off the East Coast in the
nation’s month-long struggle with
bioterrorism.

The results were predictable.
More than 170 area postal work-

ers in the Kansas City area joined
thousands of other Americans on
antibiotics and local officials
moved quickly to reassure the pub-
lic.

The positive test results came
from swabs taken on two bags of
employees’ trash in the first-day
cancellation section of the Stamp
Fulfillment Center, said Gary
Stone, the facility’s manager. At a
news conference, he said the affect-
ed portion of the facility had been
closed and that it had its own venti-
lation system.

“The mail that we found and
sequestered, which is where the
samples tested positive, did not
come through the mail stream with
any letter that might end up in your
home,” he said.

Contamination turns up in Kansas City, Indianapolis 

Anthrax concern spreads

Archer
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Esther Rauch (left) discusses an article outlining allegations against Eastern Maine Medical Center at the Bangor Daily News on Thursday.
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House vote could force
Senate to compromise

Federal
screeners
rejected

By Michael O’D. Moore
Of the NEWS Staff

The Eastern Maine Medical Cen-
ter board of trustees will hold a
special meeting today to discuss
complaints by doctors who are pur-
suing reforms at the Bangor hospi-
tal.

John Woodcock, chairman of the
board, said Thursday that doctors’
complaints about physician
staffing and reimbursement prob-
lems that they fear will affect
patient safety were “very disturb-
ing,” especially because doctors
chose to meet separately to discuss

their plans to draw up a petition. 
He said the board hopes to estab-

lish ways “for medical leadership
to understand what led to this sepa-
rate meeting and to reach out to
those members of the medical staff
whose comments appeared in the
paper.”

Woodcock said the board had the
perception that communication
between administration and staff
was working, but that perception
might be wrong.

“Maybe we haven’t got it quite
right yet,” he said. “[The board] is
open to receiving suggestions from
physicians about how we can

receive their concerns and trans-
late them into policy.”

Woodcock made his comments
Thursday at an editorial board
meeting at the Bangor Daily News.
He was joined by Irving Kagan,
chairman of Eastern Maine
Healthcare, parent company of the
hospital; Esther Rauch, an EMMC
board member; and EMH CEO Nor-
man Ledwin. 

Later in the day, three doctors
added their voices to those publicly
calling for change. The three physi-
cians described a deep vein of sup-
port among doctors to address
problems they consider a threat to

the future of quality care at EMMC.
A group of 31 doctors had met

Tuesday evening to work on a peti-
tion about staffing problems across
a host of specialties, according to
Dr. Richard J. Smith, an anesthesi-
ologist and a former medical staff
president. 

Trustee Chairman Woodcock
said much of the conflict is a result
of the fact that hospitals like
EMMC are providing tertiary care
for more and more rural patients
from a wider geographic area.

Woodcock said it was unfortu-
nate that health care funding issues

EMMC board mulls dispute

See EMMC, Page A6


