
By Mary Curtius
Los Angeles Times

JERUSALEM — Israel cut contacts
with Palestinian Authority President
Yasser Arafat early Thursday and said it
will launch widespread operations in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip to hunt down
and disarm militants after Palestinian
gunmen killed 10 Israelis in a bus ambush
Wednesday night outside a Jewish settle-
ment.

Meeting in Tel Aviv, the eight-member
Security Cabinet held Arafat directly
responsible for the bus attack outside
Emmanuel, the West Bank settlement. In
a statement, the ministers said Arafat “is
no longer relevant to Israel and Israel will
no longer have any connection with him.”

The decision to launch further opera-
tions in the Palestinian-controlled areas
came after F-16s already had bombed
Palestinian security offices in the West
Bank and Gaza — including buildings in

Arafat’s presidential compound in Gaza
— in retaliation. Arafat was in the West
Bank town of Ramallah during the
attacks.

“As far as someone to deal with, he does
not exist,” said Danny Ayalon, diplomatic
adviser to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, said of Arafat in a telephone
interview. “He is the source of all the
problems.”

The government action was triggered
by apparently coordinated attacks that
included a double suicide bombing in the
Gaza Strip around the same time that gun-
men carried out one of the deadliest
Palestinian assaults outside a Jewish set-
tlement in more than 14 months of blood-
shed.

A bus carrying about 40 people from the
Israeli coastal plain was only a few hun-
dred yards from the front gate of
Emmanuel about 6 p.m. when Palestinian
gunmen detonated two roadside charges,
then sprayed the bus with bullets and

lobbed grenades, an army spokesman
said.

Rescue workers and Israeli army forces
who arrived at the scene found them-
selves pinned down by gunfire, and ambu-
lance drivers said they were at first
unable to reach or evacuate the wounded.
An Israeli army spokesman later said a
14-year-old boy, a border patrolman and an
army reservist were among the dead.

The militant Islamic organization
Hamas claimed responsibility for both the
bus assault and the suicide bombings.

The attacks and retaliation came a day
after U.S. envoy Anthony C. Zinni asked
both sides to hold their fire for 48 hours as
he works to secure an end to bloodletting
that has claimed about 1,000 lives. The
clashes threatened to destroy his efforts.

In a statement condemning the attacks,
Zinni warned that Arafat and his admin-
istration “must move immediately to
arrest those responsible for these attacks

By Michael O’D. Moore
Of the NEWS Staff

Doctors at a medical staff meet-
ing at Eastern Maine Medical Cen-
ter voted overwhelmingly Tuesday
night to support a nine-point peti-
tion formulated by a group of
physicians unhappy with adminis-
trative decision-making at the Ban-
gor hospital.

Only one or two of the 197 doc-
tors present did not vote for the res-
olution, according to three doctors
in attendance. EMMC has 324 full-
time physicians with staff privi-
leges.

“I think the myth of 31 disgrun-
tled physicians has been exploded,”
said Dr. Richard Smith, an anesthe-
siologist and former medical staff
president who is part of the smaller
group that drafted the resolution.

The petition states, “We believe
that due to the over-extension of
services, Eastern Maine Health-
care, EMMC and all their clinical
affiliate organizations have drifted
from [the mission of serving the
well-being of peoples of Maine
through excellent care] and this
threatens their ability to provide
health care services. The executive
administration and physicians no
longer work cooperatively. This fail-
ing has eroded the quality of
patient care.”

The nine points ask for systemat-
ic changes to force the administra-
tion to share more timely informa-
tion with doctors, and to give physi-
cians additional decision-making
authority in areas such as referrals
from other hospitals. They ask for
changes in administrative
approaches to physician recruit-
ment practices to ensure enough
specialists are available for hospi-
tal duty. The letter was printed in
its entirety in the Nov. 16 issue of
the Bangor Daily News.

The elected head of the medical
staff, Dr. James Raczek, said he is
pleased with progress to resolve the
issues, citing several committees
that have been established to inves-
tigate doctors’ complaints.

“I think we’ve made some steps
to start the process of looking at
these issues,” he said.

Smith said he’s pleased that new
lines of communication have been
opened to allow physicians to pres-
ent information directly to trustees
and other leaders without being
forced to go through the filter of
EMH CEO Norman Ledwin. He
said he thought the information
might change the opinions of some
trustees who have been insulated
from doctors’ views.

“There are huge problems that
are going to surface,” he said.
These will relate primarily to the
ability of the hospital to man sub-
specialty and surgical care, he said.

Smith said several groups are
now working on the problems at the
hospital. These include the medical
staff, a separate medical committee
chaired by Dr. John Adams, the hos-
pital’s medical executive commit-

By David Phinney
States News Service

WASHINGTON — In an about-
face on international trade issues,
Sen. Olympia Snowe of Maine
voted in favor of bipartisan legisla-
tion Wednesday that would hand
the president greater authority in
negotiating trade treaties — and
reduce congressional input.

Seeking to open the door to “fast-
track” trade agreements, the legis-
lation was approved on Wednesday
by the Senate Finance Committee
in an 18-3 vote, setting the stage for
a full Senate vote early next year. 

If passed into the law, the meas-
ure will grant the president a
stronger voice in hammering out
international trade agreements,
which Congress may then accept or
reject without amendments. 

Snowe, a Republican member of
the finance committee, said she
voted in support of the legislation
after President Bush and other
administration officials assured
her that the livelihood of small
businesses and other industries
important to Maine would receive
full consideration in any future
trade negotiations.

“In the past, I have opposed trade
agreements and fast-track authori-
ty because I never felt they struck
the proper balance between free
and fair trade,” Snowe said in a
statement Wednesday morning
before the committee vote. “Today, I
will be supporting trade promotion

authority precisely because it does
strike the appropriate balance, and
because of the Bush administra-
tion’s strong commitment to
aggressively enforce our trade laws
so American workers aren’t under-
mined by unfair trade practices.”

Like President Clinton before
him, Bush has strenuously lobbied
lawmakers to endorse fast-track
negotiations as a catalyst for eco-
nomic growth. The legislation has
taken on special urgency for Bush
as his administration readies to
take part in trade talks in January
with the World Trade Organization.

Officially known as Trade Pro-
motion Authority, fast-track negoti-
ations were first approved in the
1970s, but the law expired in the
early 1990s. President Clinton
repeatedly attempted to persuade
Congress to revive the law, but was
met with strident opposition from
both Republicans and Democrats. 

In 1997, Snowe voiced her opposi-
tion to fast track on the Senate
floor, claiming that the practice
reduced the role of Congress to a
rubber stamp. 

“We are contemplating letting
bureaucrats and other unelected
interests negotiate America’s
future in the new global economy,”
she said. “If history is any indica-
tion, we would be making a griev-
ous mistake.”

But on Wednesday, Snowe suc-
cessfully introduced a handful of
amendments to the fast-track legis-

By Linda Deutsch
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The chairman
and another member of the mili-
tant Jewish Defense League have
been arrested on suspicion of plot-
ting to blow up a Los Angeles
mosque and the office of an Arab-
American congressman, federal
authorities said Wednesday.

JDL chairman Irv Rubin, 56, and
Earl Krugel, 59, were arrested Tues-
day night after the last component
of the bomb — explosive powder —
was delivered to Krugel’s home,
U.S. Attorney John Gordon said.
Other bomb components and
weapons were seized at the home.

Authorities said the two planned
to bomb the King Fahd Mosque in
Culver City and the office of fresh-
man Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif.

Investigators were tipped off by
a government source about a series
of meetings where the plot was
developed, Gordon said.

It was not immediately clear
when the alleged plot began or
what prompted it. In court papers,
authorities quoted Krugel as saying
during a meeting that Arabs “need
a wake-up call.”

By Renee Ordway
Of the NEWS Staff

BANGOR — A man convicted last week of murder-
ing a young woman and a baby in Dexter two years ago
has asked for a new trial, alleging that someone else
has confessed to the murders and handed over to police
the gun he used.

A 21-year-old Guilford man has come forward claim-
ing he shot 20-year-old Mindy Gould and 21-month-old
Treven Cunningham at a Dexter home on Dec. 3, 1999,
and has turned over a 9 mm Taurus that he claims he
used to commit the murders.

David Vantol reportedly has told the attorneys for
38-year-old Jeffrey Cookson that Cookson put him up to
committing the murders and that Cookson actually
dropped him off at the Church Street home and picked
him up when it was done.

Now Cookson’s attorney is wondering why Vantol

By Mary Anne Lagasse
Of the NEWS Staff

COSTIGAN — Daaquam Lumber Inc., a Quebec-
based company, plans to purchase International Paper
Co.’s Costigan mill site to build a state-of-the-art
sawmill that will employ about 140 people.

Daaquam and IP officials on Wednesday announced
they have signed a letter of intent for the acquisition of
the Costigan mill site.

“This is an excellent opportunity for Daaquam as it
fits well with our strategy to grow the company’s core
sector, which is the sawmill business,” said Richard
Belanger, the chairman, CEO and president of
Daaquam. “We are doing this because we love the busi-
ness and we think that we are good at it.” 

Belanger and IP spokesman Rick Ouellette declined
to disclose the selling price citing confidentiality
agreements.

Officials of both companies said the purchase would
be completed in a timely manner, but declined to give a
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AP PHOTO BY DAVID GUTTENFELDER
An Afghan anti-Taliban fighter, resting on top of a tank, looks out from under his blanket as U.S. warplanes strike al-Qaida positions
Wednesday in the White Mountains of Afghanistan. Story on Page A2.

AP FILE PHOTO
Jewish Defense League chairman Irv Rubin speaks during a press confer-
ence in Beverly Hills, Calif., in 1992. Rubin is one of two men arrested early
Wednesday in Los Angeles in connection with a bombing plot, federal
authorities said.
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