
By Ed Garsten
The Associated Press

DETROIT — Abandoning a Clin-
ton-era effort to boost gas mileage,
the Bush administration
announced a pact with the auto
industry Wednesday to promote the
development of pollution-free cars
and trucks powered by hydrogen
fuel cells.

It probably will take years to
mass-produce such automobiles.
But Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham said the program will
help reduce the nation’s depend-
ence on foreign oil and clean up the
air.

“The long-term results of this
cooperative effort will be cars and

trucks that are more efficient,
cheaper to operate, pollution-free
and competitive in the showroom,”
Abraham said at the North Ameri-
can International Auto Show.

The plan replaces the Partner-
ship for a New Generation Vehicle
program started by the Clinton
administration to develop a vehicle
with a fuel efficiency of 80 miles
per gallon. Abraham said that plan
was not cost-effective and did not
result in affordable cars.

Just how much money the gov-
ernment will commit to the fuel cell
project is undecided, Abraham
said. Proposals for the 2003 budget
are due in a few weeks.

Fuel cells produce electricity
from the chemical reaction that

happens when hydrogen is com-
bined with oxygen. The only waste
product is water. Fuel cells are
already used to provide electricity
on space shuttles.

The cells have gained favor

because gasoline engines produce
carbon dioxide, considered the pri-
mary cause of global warming, and
other pollutants.

The cost of fuel cells has dropped

By Mal Leary
Capitol News Service

AUGUSTA — There is no line in Gov. Angus King’s
proposal to balance the budget marked “homeland
security costs,” but he says the costs are there and with
the crucial need for security-related equipment, he is
planning to propose a bond issue — for as much as $20
million — to meet those needs at the state and local
level.

“The costs are there, but they are spread through
several agencies,” King said. “We are hoping for some
federal help, but we can’t
wait on Congress. I have told
agencies to absorb those
bills using existing
resources.”

And those bills continue
to mount. As of this week,
the state has spent $556,475
from the General Fund for
homeland security costs
ranging from overtime to the
unexpected costs relating to testing for anthrax. That
sum does not cover bills incurred, but not yet submit-
ted for payment. 

“At the height of the [anthrax] scare we were getting
30 or more calls a day,” said Maine Emergency Man-
agement director Art Cleaves. “We are still getting a
call every day or two. The costs there have been sub-
stantial at the state and local level.”

Cleaves said he has no recent figure for local gov-
ernment expenses, but as of Oct. 31, 2001, MEMA had
estimates from local governments in excess of $1.6 mil-
lion.

“We know there are additional expenses since then,”
he said, “but we have not asked for them yet.”

Cleaves said when a procedure is established by fed-
eral officials that allows municipalities to apply for
aid, he will seek updated estimates. He said the state
has not received any indication when that will occur,
although he expects some aid will eventually be avail-
able.

“It’s not just our actual outlays that are a problem,”
said Maj. Gen. Joseph Tinkham, commissioner of
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GALACTIC SNAPSHOT

AP PHOTO BY CARLOS OSORIO
Sen. Carl Levin of Michigan addresses the media at the North American
International Auto Show in Detroit on Wednesday.

AP PHOTO/NASA
A mosaic image of a galactic center taken by NASA’s Chandra X-Ray Observatory shows the center region of our Milky Way,
revealing hundreds of white dwarf stars, neutron stars and black holes bathed in an incandescent fog of multimillion-degree gas.
The supermassive black hole at the center of the galaxy is located inside a bright white path in the center of the image. The colors 
indicate X-ray energy bands in red (low), green (medium) and blue (high). Story on Page A10.

By Susan Young
Of the NEWS Staff

AUGUSTA — Plum Creek Tim-
ber Co.’s proposal to build several
new subdivisions on First Roach
Pond, north of Greenville near
Kokadjo, received unanimous
approval from the Land Use Regula-
tion Commission on Wednesday.
The panel also approved the first
phase of development, which con-
sists of three subdivisions totaling
28 lots.

The full plan to build up to 89
new house lots in 10 subdivisions

has been criticized by environmen-
tal groups, saying it allows Plum
Creek to make money developing
its land while the public gets noth-
ing in return. Environmentalists
say the 7-mile-long pond, which is
part of a chain, is remote and wor-
thy of protection, although there
are more than 100 camps mostly
along its southern shores.

Plum Creek, although primarily
a timber harvesting company, is
organized as a real estate invest-
ment trust, and many conserva-
tionists fear the First Roach plan is
the beginning of many develop-

ment schemes the company will
announce for the 905,000 acres it
owns in Maine. This fear was
heightened late last year when the
company announced it was intensi-
fying its land development efforts
nationally.

Plum Creek officials said
Wednesday that they have no plans
for future development efforts in
Maine.

“We don’t have any other plans
for something like this,” Mike Yea-
ger, director of land management
for the northern region, said in an

LURC OKs Plum Creek subdivision proposal 

By Michael O’D. Moore
Of the NEWS staff

AUGUSTA — Health care pro-
grams would take the biggest hit
under the governor’s proposal to
balance the state’s budget. And
health care providers and advo-
cates say the repercussions will
hurt.

Cuts to Medicaid reimburse-
ments could mean fewer doctors
accepting Medicaid patients.
Maine’s hospitals will have to shift
the difference between the price of
care and what the state and federal
government pays to patients with
private insurance policies — poli-
cies that have been getting ever
more expensive.

“From our perspective, of all of
the times [to cut health care], this is
the wrong time,” Stephen Michaud,
president of the Maine Hospital
Association, said Wednesday.

“We have very serious concerns
about the proposed Medicaid cuts
particularly in light of what’s well
acknowledged by everyone, at this
point, about the health care crisis
in this state,” said Mary Hender-
son, executive director of the
Maine Equal Justice Project, which
advocates for the poor. Henderson
said the proposed Medicaid cuts
“will have an enormous human
impact on the people who need
services and don’t get them.”

About 190,000 low-income Main-
ers are enrolled in Medicaid.

Michaud and Henderson, like
others critical of the proposals,
said they understood the difficulty
the governor has in plugging a $248
million revenue shortfall. Conse-
quently, Michaud said he wasn’t
surprised the governor targeted
health care in his cuts, because he’d
already taken tax increases and
education funding off the table.

“We’re working hard to find a
way around this thing,” he said.

The proposed cuts in Medicaid
funding, which also involve federal
matches, are significant:

ä $13 million in state and federal
matching funds to hospitals.

Cuts to Medicaid
will be passed on

Budget
hurts
health
plans

The Associated Press

LONDON — Three women in
their 90s have been threatened with
eviction from an old people’s home
for bad behavior and an argument
over a plastic tablecloth.

Their rowdiness drove a house-
keeper to resign from the home in
Stow-on-the-Wold, 60 miles north-
west of London, the management
claimed. The three were issued a
written warning for “unpleasant-
ness.”

Unless the women shape up,
they’ll be shipped out, the Dec. 12
letter warns.

Celia Gill, 94, one of the women,
called the allegations “rubbish”
Wednesday.

“I am not at all disruptive. It is

Nursing home
threatens to
oust rowdy trio

By Nancy Garland
Of the NEWS Staff

BANGOR — Dana McGovern,
whose Calais-based ambulance
company served parts of Washing-
ton and Hancock counties for nine
years, changed his plea in federal
court Wednesday to guilty on 40
counts of fraud, money laundering
and other charges related to his
billing practices.

He originally pleaded not guilty
to a 214-count federal indictment
handed up last spring.

McGovern, 38, pleaded guilty to
20 counts of Medicare and Medic-
aid fraud, 16 counts of money laun-
dering and two counts of obstruct-
ing a federal audit. Two final
counts order the forfeiture of
McGovern’s Ambulance Service
Inc., the other defendant in the
case, to make up for Medicare and
Medicaid losses that total $891,492.

McGovern remains free on
$50,000 bond pending sentencing.
He now lives in Florida with his

Ambulance owner bilked
government of $891,492

Man pleads
guilty in
fraud case 

By Robert Burns
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A U.S. military plane
carrying at least seven Marines crashed
into a mountain in Pakistan Wednesday
night. There were no initial signs of sur-
vivors.

A search-and-rescue mission was under
way.

President Bush said the crash was a
reminder of “how serious the times are
today.”

“Our hearts and prayers go out to the
families of the soldiers,” Bush said at a
fund-raiser for the re-election of his
brother Jeb as governor of Florida. “But I
want to remind them that the cause that

we are now engaged in is just and noble.
The cause is freedom and this nation will
not rest until we’ve achieved our objec-
tive.”

At the Pentagon, officials said there
were no initial indications that anyone
survived but they could not rule it out.
They also said there were no signs that
the plane was brought down by hostile
action.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
said he understood the plane was carry-
ing passengers in addition to the crew, but
he had no further details.

Other military officials said the plane
was carrying a crew of six and one pas-
senger — all Marines.

Witnesses reported seeing flames

shooting from the plane before it slammed
into the mountain.

In a brief statement, U.S. Central Com-
mand said from its Tampa, Fla., head-
quarters that the names of the service
members were being withheld until their
relatives had been informed of the crash.

Central Command, which is responsi-
ble for U.S. military operations in Pak-
istan and the surrounding region, said the
four-engine KC-130 Hercules crashed as it
was making its landing approach at a base
in Shamsi in southwestern Pakistan.

The plane’s flight originated in Jacoba-
bad, Pakistan, and was making multiple
stops.

In a brief exchange with reporters at

Officials say aircraft hit mountain in Pakistan; 7 believed dead

Marine Corps plane crashes
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