
BY DAWN GAGNON 
AND DEREK BRETON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ORONO — University of Maine
officials are taking steps to ensure
that enthusiasm over Saturday
night’s national hockey champi-
onship game doesn’t result in the
chaos that followed the Black
Bears’ win in 1999.

In addition to beefed up security,
campus officials have organized a
post-game celebration that will be
held win or lose. The game between

Maine and Minnesota is scheduled
to begin at 7 p.m. (EST) in St. Paul,
Minn.

After Maine beat the University
of New Hamp-
shire Wildcats 3-
2 in sudden-
death overtime
in the 1999
NCAA champi-
onship game in
Anaheim, Calif.,
rowdy fans on

the Orono campus with no place to
go after the game touched off a van-

dalism spree that resulted in an
estimated $2,000 in property dam-
age.

Losses included 11 burned park
benches, two twisted goal posts on
the football field and six broken
wooden signs, which were also used
to fuel a large impromptu bonfire
on the mall in front of Fogler
Library. A snowmobile also was
driven into the blaze and a stu-
dent’s car was tipped over.

The episode resulted in the pros-
ecution of six people, several of

BY MARY ANNE LAGASSE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

D
ick and Jane Goodridge have never
seen the water levels in front of
their home on South Twin Lake in
Millinocket this low. 

For nearly 49 years, the retired
couple has looked up the lake past Oak Island
at spectacular views of Mount Katahdin. This
year, Oak Island is hardly an island. Dozens
of rocks and boulders once under water dot
much of the newly exposed lakebed. The nor-
mally 20-foot-wide beach beyond the couple’s
home has grown to about 450 feet.

Water levels have dropped 24 feet at South
Twin and the four other connected lakes —

North Twin, Pemadumcook,
Ambajejus and Elbow — that
make up Great Northern Ener-
gy’s water storage system
behind North Twin Dam.
Today, only a narrow band of
water flows along the old bed of
the West Branch of the Penob-

scot River that feeds these lakes, leaving
many camps and docks high and dry, accord-
ing to company officials.

Unless the heavens open up and the region
gets 12 inches of rain in the next four to six
weeks, experts say, drought conditions will
persist statewide, particularly in the hard-hit
West Branch watershed.

Great Northern Energy’s water storage
system on the West Branch, formerly owned

by Great Northern Paper Inc., has a capacity
of 56.1 billion cubic feet. It currently contains
about 7 billion cubic feet of water, about 11
percent of capacity. Typically at this time of
the year it contains 15 billion cubic feet,
according to company officials. 

Today’s conditions mean there very likely
won’t be any white water rafting on the
Penobscot River in May. Summer users
including fishermen, boaters and camp own-
ers are going to see reduced water flows con-
tinue until the drought conditions improve. 

Great Northern Energy’s plan to conserve
water is to collect and store all the water it

can in the northern portion of its storage sys-
tem behind Ripogenus Dam this spring so it
won’t run out of water later. 

“We are taking action early on so we can do
a better job at providing water later on when
it is more advantageous to environmental
needs, fisheries, recreational users and power
generation,” said Jeff Martin, GNE’s general
manager. “All of those are more impacted by
low flows during the middle of the summer. It
is the best balance all around, if this long
drought continues.”

GNE has two major water storage areas.

BY JOE MCLAUGHLIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

New England Patriots Super
Bowl hero Adam Vinatieri will help
the city of Bangor celebrate Patri-
ots Day five days earlier than the
traditional holiday when he and
two teammates and team owner
Bob Kraft attend a Wednesday rally
celebrating the team’s Super Bowl
championship.

Vinatieri and Kraft, along with
team captain Lawyer Milloy and

defensive end
Bobby Hamilton,
will arrive at
Bangor Interna-
tional Airport at
1 p.m. and then
attend a rally
hosted by the
city of Bangor at
the Bass Park
grandstand.

The visit is
part of the
team’s Lombardi

Trophy Tour, which Kraft promised
to undertake in the six New Eng-
land states to thank fans for their
support after the Patriots defeated
the St. Louis Rams 20-17 in Super
Bowl XXXVI.

The Lombardi Trophy, named for
legendary Green Bay Packers
coach Vince Lombardi, is awarded
to the Super Bowl champ.

Vinatieri gave the Pats the win
with a 48-yard field goal. He also
helped them advance with a 16-13
AFC semifinal victory over Oak-
land in a heavy snowstorm, when
he kicked a 45-yard tying field goal
and the winning 23-yarder in over-
time.

After the Patriots visit Bangor,
they will attend a parade and rally
hosted by the city of Portland at 3
p.m.

“We are looking forward to
bringing the Lombardi Trophy to
Maine,” Kraft said in a press
release. “This is the first Super
Bowl title for New England and we
know we have a lot of fans through-
out the region who would like an
opportunity to see the trophy.”

Vinatieri, Milloy 
to greet Maine fans

Patriots
to visit
Bangor
April 10 
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THE NATIONAL
FOLK FESTIVAL

BANGOR | AUG. 23-25, 2002

Did you know?

139 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News

The site visit to determine if
Bangor would be an acceptable

venue for the National Folk
Festival was held in January 2001
on a sunny morning after a very

heavy snowstorm!

Spring forward!
Set your clocks an hour
ahead early Sunday for 
daylight-saving time. 
Check smoke alarm 
batteries, too!

Drought conditions put water 

at a premium on the West Branch

and the lakes that depend on it
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY STEPHEN M. KATZ 
Barton’s Marina stands surrounded by rocks instead of water Thursday as drought conditions at South Twin Lake in Millinocket are the worst in decades.

Dick and Jane
Goodridge have
had a camp on
South Twin
Lake for
decades. The
windows in
their living
room offer a
wonderful view
of the lake,
which currently
has the lowest
water level the
Goodridges
have ever seen.

LOW
WATER

NO
WATER
The Maine
Drought

Inside
Maine to play
Minnesota for
national title

tonight.
Page D1

Vinatieri

BY CLARKE CANFIELD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

C
arol Noonan of Brownfield
knew the drought was bad
when she ran out of water in

midshower and had to rinse her
soapy hair with the only water
around: in her dog’s drinking
bucket.

That’s not the half of it.
After their 15-foot-deep well ran

dry, Noonan and her husband let
their dirty dishes pile up and start-
ed using paper plates. They
stopped using their clothes washer
and dishwasher. They began recy-
cling water, for instance, by put-
ting water from their pasta pot
into the toilet tank.

They are among thousands of
Mainers whose wells have run dry
or slowed to a trickle because of a
severe drought that has gripped
the state since last August. It’s so
bad the Federal Emergency Man-

Shortage forces
many to reuse
water creatively

Officials seek to avoid repeat of vandalism after ’99 hockey title win

UM beefs up post-game security 

BY MARY ANNE CLANCY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

EASTPORT — Salmon farmers
can begin reintroducing fish to
Cobscook Bay within the month,
but regulators say efforts to protect
against future outbreaks of a dead-
ly fish virus and increasing public
scrutiny are going to change the
way the industry does business. 

“We never intend to depopulate
a bay again,” Steve Ellis, U.S.
Department of Agriculture veteri-
narian, said Thursday during the
10th Annual New England Farmed

Fish Health Management Work-
shop. “We’re not going to let this sit-
uation get out of hand again.”

Those changes may be necessary,
but they will increase operating
costs, according to at least one
industry representative.The USDA
has been supervising the effort to
clean all traces of infectious
salmon anemia or ISA from Cob-
scook Bay since January. That is
when the Maine Department of
Marine Resources ordered fish
farmers to kill the remaining 1.5
million farmed salmon in the

Salmon reintroduction authorized
as Cobscook Bay cleanup concludes
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