
BY LARRY MAHONEY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ORONO — The “interim” has been
removed.

Tim Whitehead, who led the University
of Maine Black Bear hockey team to the
NCAA championship game Saturday as
its interim head coach, was introduced as
the third head coach in the program’s
modern history at the end of a post-sea-
son rally for the team at Alfond Arena on
Monday.

The 40-year-old Whitehead had
replaced Shawn Walsh when the 18-year
Maine coach died of complications from
kidney cancer Sept. 24. Walsh and assis-
tant Grant Standbrook had called White-
head, who had accepted a post as a scout
for the Vancouver Canucks of the Nation-
al Hockey League, and asked him if he
would come to Maine and serve as interim
head coach in case Walsh had to miss time
due to the cancer.

“I’ve said all along that if it was in the
program’s best interest for me to be the
head coach, I’ll be the head coach,” said
Whitehead. “I wasn’t going to be clamor-
ing for the job. If I wasn’t the right guy for
the job, I didn’t want it.

“But I love it here and I’m glad I’m the
right guy for the job because I really
enjoyed it this year,” added Whitehead. “It
was very challenging but it was also very
enjoyable. There were lots of highs and
lows. I learned a lot. I know I’m a better
coach than I was at the start of the year
and I know I’m going to be a lot better
coach next year.

“It’s all about improving and keeping

our focus on improving as a team, both
players and coaches as well as the pro-
gram in general. We want to have more
seasons like we had this year,” said White-
head. 

The Bears went 26-11-7, including a 15-4-
3 mark over their last 22 games that
included three NCAA tournament wins
before Saturday night’s heartbreaking 4-3
overtime loss to Minnesota in the nation-
al championship game at St. Paul, Minn. 

On Saturday, Maine athletic director
Sue Tyler said university officials were in

the process of finalizing a search commit-
tee and would start the interview process
April 17. She said a national search was
required by a university system policy.

But Tyler said she received a search
waiver that allowed her to offer the job to
Whitehead, who has accepted it. Contract
terms have yet to be finalized.

“My original thought was that we had
to do a complete search process. But I
knew there was another option,” said
Tyler. “I just didn’t want to get Tim’s

THE NATIONAL
FOLK FESTIVAL

BANGOR | AUG. 23-25, 2002

Did you know?

136 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2002 It’s what you need. To know. VOL. 113     ISSUE 254     60 CENTS

Page A1  4th edition Cyan Magenta Yellow Black

City/Penobscot Edition
Bangor: UMAINE ART MUSEUM GETS GRANT B2

Lincoln: USDA AWARDS TOWN $60,000 IN AID B3

PATS IN BANGOR

ON WEDNESDAY

Sports C4 

WOMAN’S QUILTS

REAL PAGE TURNERS

Style C1 

© 2002 Bangor
Publishing Co.

Periodicals postage
paid at Bangor, 

Maine 04401 
Publication number 

USPS 041000
0 5

13781 12345

Amusements C2
Business A5-7
Classifieds C7-9,12
Comics C10-11
Crossword C10
Dear Abby C10
Dr. Donohue C11
Editorial A8-9
Horoscope C11

Joni Averill B4
Lottery A2
Obituaries B6-7
Sports C4-7
Spotlight A3
Style C1-3
Tom Weber B1
TV Schedule C3
Weather B8

Index

Cultural activities, ethnic music and
dance will be part of the dynamic
entertainment at the folk festival!

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pictures from
sharp-eyed satellites, once the
domain of the United States and
Russia, are becoming so easy to
obtain that the military may have
to alter its strategies, knowing
adversaries with a minimum of
know-how and money can be
watching.

Perhaps a half-dozen countries
as well as some private companies
have spy satellites that, while not as
good as those used by the United
States, are able to supply solid mili-
tary intelligence.

“The unique spaceborne advan-
tage that the U.S. has enjoyed over
the past few decades is eroding as
more countries — including China
and India — field increasingly
sophisticated reconnaissance satel-
lites,” CIA Director George J. Tenet
said during a recent Senate hearing.

Tenet said adversaries quickly
are learning how to take advantage.

“Foreign military, intelligence
and terrorist organizations are
exploiting this — along with com-
mercially available navigation and
communications services — to
enhance the planning and conduct
of their operations,” he said.

In the past, only Moscow had
satellite capability approaching
that of the United States.

Now, with its own spy satellites,
China would be able to learn of the
location and composition of a U.S.
carrier battle group dispatched
during a potential dispute over Tai-
wan.

Eleven years ago, the United
States threatened an amphibious
assault on Iraq from the Persian
Gulf before hitting Iraq’s army
with a “left hook” from the western
flank. If Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein had had access to the kind

Nations, companies taking own pictures from space

U.S. keeping eye on sky 
as spy satellites proliferate

BY DAVID PHINNEY
STATES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A proposed merger of the coun-
try’s two biggest satellite operators has ignited a war of
threats and predictions about how the $26 billion deal
may affect many of the nation’s channel surfers,
including those in Maine where nearly 24 percent of all
homes are satellite subscribers.

At issue is a merger proposal now pending before
the Federal Communications Commission and the
Department of Justice that would allow the nation’s
second-largest digital broadcast satellite operator,
EchoStar Communications Corp., to swallow up the
leading operator, DirecTV, a subsidiary of General
Motors. 

If approved, the deal would give EchoStar’s DISH
Network a total of 17 million subscribers nationwide
— a virtual monopoly over 90 percent of the direct
broadcast satellite television market, which largely
serves rural areas around the country where access to
cable service does not exist.

Critics, who include some consumer groups, rural

Dish TV merger
proposal gets
bad reception 

BY ALICIA ANSTEAD
OF THE NEWS STAFF

CAMDEN — Richard Russo was
not near a radio or telephone Mon-
day afternoon when the 2002
Pulitzer Prizes were announced in

New York.
When he

arrived at his
C a m d e n
home nearly
an hour after
the commit-
tee released

the names of winners, his wife,
Barbara, met him on the porch with
tears in her eyes.

She was the first to tell her hus-
band that his novel “Empire Falls,”
which is set in Maine, won the

Pulitzer Prize for fiction. 
“We had a good hug and shared a

little tear. It’s all been downhill
from there,” said Russo ebulliently.

It’s likely he meant that his heart
had not stopped racing with excite-
ment. But actually he was talking
about the phone, which had been
ringing wildly since the news broke
earlier in the day. No sooner was
one congratulatory call finished

when another call came.
Paul Newman, who starred in the

screen adaptation of Russo’s
“Nobody’s Fool” and is producing
the film version of “Empire Falls,”
had called. CBS was on the call-back
list. Before the day was over, Russo
undoubtedly would be talking with
his two daughters, neighbors, jour-
nalists, publishers and admirers.

BY LAURA KING
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NABLUS, West Bank — Israel said it would start
withdrawing from two West Bank cities even as it
pushed deeper into other Palestinian strongholds Mon-
day in house-to-house fighting backed by helicopters
and bulldozers.

Hours after U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell
demanded “a clear statement from Israel that they are
beginning to withdraw,” the Defense Ministry said a
staggered pullback from Qalqiliya and Tulkarem was
planned for early Tuesday, but no timetable was given.

Troops would continue to maintain a cordon around
the cities, a statement said, and Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon pledged to continue the 11-day-old offensive he
launched in response to a wave of suicide bombings.

“It’s a start,” White House press secretary Ari Fleis-
cher said in Washington. “As the president said ... all
parties in the Middle East have responsibilities and the
president expects all parties to step up to them.”

Powell said he was encouraged but hoped the moves
would not be “a little bit of this and a little bit of that,”
with advances in some areas and pullbacks in others.

Monday’s developments unfolded as Powell arrived
in Morocco on the first stop of his peacemaking mis-
sion and was bluntly told by King Mohammed: “Don’t

Troops continue advance
on Palestinian positions

Israel ready
to pull out
of 2 cities 

BY DEBORAH TURCOTTE SEAVEY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Bangor Hydro-Elec-
tric Co. is undergoing a manage-
ment shake-up that today seems
like a surprise but in actuality was
part of the plan when the utility
was purchased by Emera Inc. of
Nova Scotia last October. 

Despite pre-merger documents
that say employees were to be
“largely unaffected” by the deal,
two of five managers are on their
way out and the company is cutting
its 425-person work force by up to
half.

The executives are not being
fired but are leaving with incen-
tives of hundreds of thousands of
dollars in buyout and retirement
packages that were outlined in a
September 2000 proxy statement to
shareholders.

The employees, however, were
assured before the merger that
their jobs were not in danger and
that staff levels were expected to
grow once the deal was done. Many
received an e-mail late last week
stating that they will receive two
weeks of pay for every year of
employment.

“Although I expect Bangor
Hydro’s utility operations to
become more efficient as a result of
the merger, the prospect of the
growth of the business should offer
new employment opportunities for
Bangor Hydro people,” said Carroll
Lee, then vice president and chief
operating officer, on Aug. 4, 2000.

“This, as well as the fact that
Bangor Hydro becomes part of a
much larger organization as a
result of the merger, suggests that
employees will have opportunities
for growth and advancement in the
future,” he added.

Besides the workers, regulators
and shareholders were told that job
cuts would be minimal if they hap-
pened at all. In September 2000,
Bangor Hydro sent stockholders a
copy of the merger agreement and
asked them to approve it. The proxy
read, “operations and employment
… are expected to be largely unaf-
fected by the merger.”

The shareholders approved the
merger in October 2000.

Lee, now the utility’s outgoing
president, said he stands behind his
statements. There was no way to
predict two years ago what today’s
regulatory and energy environ-
ments would be like, he said.

“Sometimes it’s hard to predict

Pre-merger documents
predicted staff growth

Hydro deal
indicated
little effect
on workers 

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY LINDA COAN O’KRESIK
University of Maine goalie Matt Yeats signs a jersey for a fan Monday evening at the welcome-home rally for the Black Bear hockey
team at Alfond Arena. Season analysis on Page C4.

Tim Whitehead smiles after it was announced Monday evening at the rally that he will
be the new head coach of the University of Maine men’s hockey team.

NEWS FILE PHOTO
Richard Russo of Camden first heard the news about his Pulitzer Prize win
in the fiction category from his wife, Barbara.Inside
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