
BY MIKE ALLEN
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Vice President
Dick Cheney starkly laid out the
administration’s fear about anoth-
er terrorist attack Sunday, warning
that a strike is “almost certain” and
“could happen tomorrow, it could
happen next week, it could happen
next year.”

Cheney and National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice said on
network talk shows that they had no
information about an imminent
attack. But they said the govern-
ment is receiving an increasing
number of troubling intelligence
reports, partly as a result of the new
cooperation with other govern-
ments following the Sept. 11 attacks.

On the same shows, Democrats
markedly softened last week’s
harsh attacks on Bush for his han-
dling of intelligence received in the
months before the attacks on the
Pentagon and World Trade Center.
The Democrats’ conciliatory tone
followed a ferocious response from
the White House, which accused
them of politically motivated plays
on the emotions of families affected
by the lethal hijackings.

The vice president said the
prospects of a future attack by the al-
Qaida terrorist network are as real
as they were immediately after the
attacks, despite what he called “some
success in disrupting the organiza-
tion, and making it more difficult for
them to carry out their operations.”

BY GLENN ADAMS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — It’s been six
months since a central Maine man
was savagely attacked after asking
a group of trespassing hunters to
get off his property in rural Waldo
County.

The case is still wide open with
no resolution in sight. Charges
against one suspect have been
dropped. Evidence awaits analysis
in the State Police Crime Lab. The
case has not gone to a grand jury.

“It’s a slow procedure,” Chief
Deputy John Ford of the Waldo
County Sheriff ’s Department
acknowledged. “It hasn’t been
dropped, but it doesn’t look promis-
ing.”

People in the area around
Thorndike, where their neighbor
Richard Johnson was beaten into a
daze in the confrontation last Nov.
7, haven’t forgotten.

Eighty-year-old farmer Bob
Elwell, who owns 550 acres in Unity,
said he’s unhappy with the lack of
court action against the suspects,
and with the little attention the
problem received in the State
House this year.

“I think [the suspects] should be

Friends seeking justice 
for man beaten by hunters

Landowner’s
assault awaits
court action

BY LIZ CHAPMAN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BAR HARBOR — More cruise ships
than ever will drop anchor here this sum-
mer, bringing thousands of tourists to one
of the most sought-after vacation spots in
Maine.

Town officials expect as many as 100,000
visitors this year from 64 cruise liners,
including upward of 30,000 crew members.
The season gets under way May 27, when
the Rotterdam makes its maiden voyage
into Bar Harbor with 1,600 passengers, and
will continue through late October.

Cruise line business here has grown
every year since the late 1980s, but the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks have fueled an
even greater interest in the luxury liners
as Americans look for closer-to-home
vacation venues.

“What we’ve had all along is what [visi-
tors] want. They want down-home Ameri-
ca right now and that’s what Maine is,”
Clare Wood, director of the Bar Harbor
Chamber of Commerce, said Friday.

Wood, who closely tracks the cruise lin-
ers’ schedules and anticipated passenger
numbers, said Maine offers visitors not
only a view of the rugged, rocky coast and
scenic New England beauty, but also
quaint villages and towns rich with histo-
ry and culture.

“They’re not coming for the tan,” Wood
said, “but for the historical, cultural and
environmental experience.”

Among the ships that will visit Bar
Harbor this year include Norwegian
Dream, which can hold up to 2,100 passen-
gers; the Golden Princess, with as many
as 2,600 passengers; and Brilliance of the

Swell attributed to Americans’ yen for trips closer to home

BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ORONO — Inside a packed
Alfond Arena Saturday, Maine
Gov. Angus King urged the more
than 1,600 University of Maine
graduates to take more risks and
ignore those who would dissuade
them.

“What holds us back is the little
man on our
shoulder who
says, ‘You can’t
do that,’” King
said in his first
commencement
address at the
state’s flagship
university since
he was first elected in 1994. “Non-
sense. You can.”

King, now in his final term in
office, spoke twice before a total of
nearly 10,000 people at the universi-
ty’s 200th commencement, which

because of a persistent rain, was
held in two separate ceremonies
inside Alfond Arena.

Of the 1,675 graduates, 409
received graduate degrees, includ-
ing 25 doctorates.

Among those to earn her bach-
elor’s degree Saturday was Rebec-
ca Krupke of Bangor, who took
some of the governor’s advice to
heart.

“Especially in my field, we have
to take chances and put ourselves
on the line all the time,” said the
studio art and art history major
who plans to move this fall to
Prince Edward Island, Canada,
where she has been offered studio
space.

With a painter’s palette affixed
to her graduation cap, Krupke, 23,
said that while taking risks was
good advice, she also found useful
some of King’s more practical
counsel.

“Keep $20 in your shoe was my

favorite, I think,” she said.
Maine’s independent governor

also urged graduates to forsake
popularity for that which makes
them happy.

“Don’t follow a path laid out for

you by other people,” said King.
Other bits of advice included,
“When in doubt, don’t get mar-
ried,” and “Treat every job as if it’s
the most important job you’ve ever
had.”

University of Maine President
Peter Hoff presided over the Satur-
day ceremonies and professor
James Warhola of the UMaine
political science faculty delivered
the traditional celebration of aca-
demia address. 

“Your professors have doubtless
required much of you,” said
Warhola, who on Friday was
named 2002 Distinguished Maine
Professor. 

“To that we add this: Use the
education you have received to
better yourself, your community
and the world. Do not forget the
education you have received
from the University of Maine
and help others, to the extent
that you can, to get the same
opportunity.”

The valedictorian of the UMaine
Class of 2002 is James Leonard, a
Rockland native and former Army

BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — The Chinese-born
conductor who led symphony-goers
in a rousing sing-along of “America
the Beautiful” and “God Bless
America” less than two weeks after
Sept. 11 has been named the ninth
music director and conductor of
the Bangor Symphony Orchestra.

The BSO board of directors
approved Xiao-Lu Li, 43, for the
position late last week. He was the
first of five finalists who vied to
replace Christopher Zimmerman,
who resigned last spring to lead the
Symphony of Southeast Texas after
seven years on the job.

“I am absolutely honored and

privileged to have been chosen to be
the Bangor Symphony Orchestra’s
music director,” said Li. “There is

not enough in
the English lan-
guage for me to
find the proper
words to tell how
much I enjoy all
of you who I met
in Bangor. I will
give my best to
continue build-
ing a good
orchestra.”

Li was chosen
from a pool of

nearly 200 applicants, according to
Anne Pooler, chairwoman of the

Official: Li’s ‘passion ignited orchestra’

BSO board selects
veteran conductor
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THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

QUEBEC CITY — A pre-dawn
explosion Sunday at the only syn-
agogue in Quebec City damaged
the front door and shattered glass,
but caused no injuries, police
said.

One man was arrested in con-
nection with the blast, which was
apparently caused by an incendi-
ary device at the vacant syna-
gogue in the capital of
Quebec, Canada’s French-speak-

ing province, police said.
Quebec Premier Bernard

Landry called the province’s
Canadian Jewish Congress to
express his distress and offer
help.

Noting that anti-Semitic acts
have occurred recently in France,
Canadian Jewish Congress leader
Joseph Gabay said Quebecers
should resist having similar
attacks in their province.

“This is more threatening
because it defies the zero toler-

ance that we have here in Quebec
toward all acts of violence,”
Gabay said. “This is one everyone
should condemn. Quebec citizens
should be aware of the dangers of
these things.”

The explosion was the latest in
a series of attacks on synagogues
in Canada this year, including a
fire set at a downtown Toronto
synagogue that damaged 2,000
religious texts, some dating to the
1860s. No injuries have been
reported.

Explosion damages Quebec City’s lone synagogue
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Cheney warns
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almost certain


