
BY GLENN ADAMS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WISCASSET — A former adop-
tion caseworker for the state was
convicted of manslaughter Tues-
day for causing the suffocation
death of her 5-year-old foster
daughter by covering her face and
binding her to a highchair with 42
feet of duct tape.

Justice Thomas Delahanty II,
who said Sally Schofield’s discipli-
nary action “defies common
sense,” denied her request for bail
after he announced his verdict in
Lincoln County Superior Court.

Schofield, 40, of Chelsea, could
get up to 40 years in prison in the
Jan. 31, 2001, death of Logan Marr.
No sentencing date was set.

Prosecutors said Schofield
caused Logan to suffocate when she
used tape to cover part of the girl’s

face and bind her to a highchair
during a “time out” in the base-
ment of Schofield’s home.

The defense contended Logan
most likely died from an undiag-
nosed seizure disorder, not asphyxi-
ation.

Schofield sat motionless as the
verdict was read by Delahanty, who
heard five days of testimony during
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Recounting the Vote

Stacks of locked boxes containing voters’ ballots are being stored in the
garage of the Augusta Maine State Police barracks where the first day of a
recount for the 2nd Congressional District Republican primary between
candidates Kevin Raye and Tim Woodcock began Tuesday.

Schofield Delahanty

BY FOSTER KLUG
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SHOW LOW, Ariz. — As one of
the worst wildfires in the history of
the West devoured more ground
Tuesday, President Bush declared
the charred region a disaster area
and consoled evacuees at a school
that has become a mass shelter,
telling them: “Hang in there. You’re
brave and great people.”

The president toured the area by
air and saw a string of devastated
mountain communities that have
lost at least 390 homes and dozens
of businesses to flames feeding on
paper-dry underbrush and stands
of ponderosa pine. Some 30,000 peo-

ple have fled their homes, and some
will be helped by funds made avail-
able under the disaster declaration.

“We’re kind of used to big fires
out West,” Bush said, “but this is
the biggest of big fires.”

The blaze has blackened 375,000
acres or 586 square miles — an area
larger than Los Angeles — with no
containment in sight. Smoke has
spread across the Southwest and
was seen as far south as Las
Cruces, N.M.

It is by far the biggest and most
damaging fire of what is still a very
young fire season.

A blackened buffer zone carved
overnight kept the fire on the out-

President examines inferno 
in Arizona, declares disaster 
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BY DANIEL WILLIAMS
THE WASHINGTON POST

GAZA CITY — Mariam Farahat
interrupted the somber greetings
offered by a visitor. “I don’t want
condolences, I want congratula-
tions,” she said. “I encouraged my
son to sacrifice himself. It is a vic-
tory.”

She was speaking of her first-
born, Mohammed, 19, who was
killed in March during a one-man
raid on an Israeli settlement in the
southern Gaza Strip. Armed with
an assault rifle and grenades,

Mohammed killed five students at a
military school for religious Jews
and wounded 23 other settlers at
Gush Katif before he was gunned
down.

Defiant words such as Farahat’s
are not unusual among Palestini-
ans. Funerals and wakes for fighters
and suicide bombers frequently mix
political sloganeering and mystical
meditations on martyrdom. Fara-
hat’s expressions of pride, however,
were her own. Although most par-
ents of the dead are in the dark — or
at least feign ignorance — about
their offspring’s activities, Farahat

said she was in on Mohammed’s
plans from the beginning. She gave
him moral support and has the
videotape to prove it.

The video, recently beamed
throughout the Middle East on Ara-
bic-language television, has made
Farahat a celebrity. She has taken
on the name Um Nidal, Mother of
Struggle. Arab reporters flock to
her door (when she is not in hiding,
for fear of Israeli reprisals). Her
stand in the face of a son’s death is
a topic of conversation in Palestin-
ian cities already infused with the
glorification of death.

A second videotape has spread a
similar tale about the mother of
Mahmoud Abed bidding him a fond
farewell before he killed two Israeli
soldiers June 15 near the Israeli set-
tlement of Dugit, north of Gaza
City. The Islamic Resistance Move-
ment, known as Hamas, asserted
responsibility for that attack, as
well as Mohammed Farahat’s
assault.

To Israelis, Mariam Farahat, 52,
and Abed’s mother are people
beyond the pale. Excerpts from the
first video that were reprinted in

Mother of Palestinian martyr gave blessing to son’s suicide mission

BY FRANCIS X. QUINN
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AUGUSTA — Kevin Raye’s 410-
vote election night lead over Tim
Woodcock shrank by 61 votes Tues-
day as a recount of Maine’s 2nd
Congressional District Republican
primary election began.

A recounting of ballots from
Franklin and Oxford counties, as
well as from the four 2nd District
towns in Kennebec County, resulted
in a net loss of 31 votes for Raye and
a net gain of 30 votes for Woodcock,
according to state election officials.

The recount was scheduled to
resume Wednesday.

“It doesn’t need to take more
than a few days,” said Secretary of
State Dan Gwadosky, whose office
is supervising the recount inside a
state police garage.

But Gwadosky said that given
the number of municipalities
involved, the recount would proba-
bly take until at least the end of the
week.

“We will take whatever time is
necessary to ensure that both can-
didates are satisfied with the
process and the results,” he said.

State police gathered ballots
from the June 11 voting in 390
municipalities.

Raye, a former aide to U.S. Sen.
Olympia Snowe from Perry, and
Woodcock, a former Bangor mayor

and one-time aide to former U.S.
Sen. William Cohen, led a four-can-
didate field seeking the GOP nod
for the open 2nd District seat.

Election night totals were 11,870
for Raye, 11,460 for Woodcock, 8,022
for state Rep. Stavros Mendros of
Lewiston and 7,383 for former state
Rep. Dick Campbell of Orrington.

The Democratic incumbent, U.S.
Rep. John Baldacci of Bangor, is
running for governor.

Voting in this month’s Democrat-
ic primary gave the Democratic
congressional nomination to state
Senate President pro tem Michael
Michaud of East Millinocket.

Michaud led a six-candidate
Democratic field with 31 percent of
the vote, according to incomplete,
unofficial returns.

As the recount proceeded Tues-
day, the counting teams were exam-
ining ballots in batches of 50 at a
time.

“It is a very deliberative, method-
ical process,” Gwadosky said.

New tallies of Franklin County
balloting gave both candidates
fewer votes than were recorded on
election night.

In a recount of Farmington bal-
lots, Raye’s total dropped from 249
to 232, according to state election
officials, while Woodcock’s total
dropped from 151 to 145.

The recount starting date was

Raye-Woodcock gap narrows by 61 votes

2nd District GOP
recount begins
for three counties
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AUGUSTA — State prosecutors
have no plans to file criminal
charges against the Diocese of
Portland for its handling of sexual
abuse allegations against priests, a
top official said Monday.

“From our review to date of files,
we did not see the basis for any crim-
inal action against the diocese,” said
Leanne Robbin, who heads the finan-
cial and civil rights divisions of the
Attorney General’s Office.

Prosecutors in several states,
including Massachusetts, have con-
vened grand juries to consider pos-
sible criminal charges against
church leaders.

State prosecutors in Maine have
talked to abuse victims and
reviewed the diocese’s personnel
files on priests accused of abuse.
Last week the Attorney General’s

Office gave local prosecutors all the
information it gathered.

Maine’s eight district attorneys
could still bring criminal charges
against the diocese or priests with-
in their jurisdictions. But prosecu-
tors must first determine whether
the cases fall within the state’s
statute of limitations, Robbin said.

Current state law allows cases of
gross sexual assault involving
minors to be prosecuted if the
assault took place in 1985 or later.

Any district attorney bringing
criminal charges against the dio-
cese would have to be able to prove
criminal behavior within the local
jurisdiction. Stephanie Anderson,
the district attorney in Cumber-
land County, where the Portland
chancery is located, would not say
whether she might pursue such
charges.

State will not pursue
charges against diocese

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY LINDA COAN O’KRESIK
Cathy Beaudoin, an employee of the Secretary of State, examines ballots during the first day of an official recount for the 2nd Congressional District
Republican primary. Republican candidate Tim Woodcock requested the recount after being defeated by a small margin by Republican Kevin Raye in the
June 11 primary. The recount is taking place at the Maine State Police barracks garage in Augusta.
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