
BY DAVID PHINNEY
STATES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Nazi fight-
ers pounced from the clouds on
the U.S. B-24 bomber, Problem
Child as it struggled to return
home after a
bombing run
deep inside
enemy territo-
ry June 24,
1944.

The luck
that had car-
ried William
Hathaway and
his fellow crew
members this
far disappeared in a barrage of
bullets and anti-aircraft fire.

The torrent knocked out an
engine, and several pieces of
shrapnel struck Hathaway in
the back.

“It just felt like someone hit

me hard in the back,” the 78-
year-old said Friday, as he
recalled the event for which he
was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross just last month.

“It was just a bunch of small
pieces not much bigger than
buckshot. I don’t think there
was that much bleeding,” he
said as if trying to revive a hazy
part of his memory.

But the then-20-year-old navi-
gator continued to shout out
directions as he sat cradled in
the damaged B-24.

Hathaway, who would later
serve Maine as a U.S. congress-
man (1965-1973) and U.S. senator
(1973-1979), said he was just
doing his job that day in 1944.
That job was to bomb the Ger-
man’s heavily defended oil
refinery in Ploesti, Romania,
which helped fuel the Nazi war
machine.

“Under any other circum-

stances, the normal person
would have been frightened, but
we just went about doing what
we were supposed to do,” said
Hathaway, a second lieutenant
in the U.S. Army Air Force at
the time. “I guess everyone just
thinks their names aren’t on the
bullets.”

But it’s the kind of experi-
ence you never forget — even if
the military did for nearly six
decades. 

Only this year did the Air
Force finally recognize Hath-
away and his fellow crew mem-
bers of the 514th Bomb
Squadron for their bravery and
courage with the Distinguished
Flying Cross, one of the
nation’s highest military hon-
ors.

Remembering the mission,
Hathaway said the Germans
were ready for the Americans

Distinguished Flying Cross comes 58 years late
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receives WWII honor

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

SURRY — A dead bird found
in Surry on Aug. 7 has tested
positive for the West Nile virus. 

The crow is the second con-
firmed case of the virus in
Maine this year, Department of
Human Services spokesman
Newell Augur said Friday. 

The first case was document-
ed last month when a dead blue
jay in Orono was found to be
infected with the virus.

“This is not something that
came unexpectedly,” Augur
said. “Officials expected the
virus to be introduced further
into the state than it was last
year and are trying to take effec-
tive preventive procedures to

Officials confirm crow
found in Surry infected

2nd Maine case
of West Nile 
virus detected

BY RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BUCKSPORT — Officials from the
International Paper Co. have begun dis-
cussions with union leaders to voluntar-
ily eliminate up to 100 positions at the
mill here. 

The talks are part of an ongoing effort
between labor and management to
improve the overall performance at the
mill and specifically to reduce the cost of
production, according to IP spokesman
Don Martin. One option those talks have
produced is the potential for voluntary

staffing reductions, he said. 
“We’re looking at the possibility that

we could put together packages for early
retirement and voluntary severances,”
Martin said. “People could step forward
and we would have an enhanced retire-
ment package for those people. There is
the potential for up to 100 people to step
forward.”

Talks between management and lead-
ers from the five unions at the mill began
Thursday night and continued through
the day Friday, Martin said. It is too early
in the discussions to say what those buy-
out packages will include or when the

company might begin offering them, he
said. 

“There’s no time frame at this point,”
he said. “We’re not that far into the dis-
cussions yet.”

The offer of retirement or severance
packages will be made to all hourly
employees at the mill, and will not be
restricted to any department in the mill,
Martin said. 

“We have a lot of people close to retire-
ment age who are planning to retire,” he
said. “This may be an opportunity to
accelerate their retirement plan.”

There are 1,050 employees working at

the Bucksport mill.
If there is not enough interest in the

voluntary reduction in force, Martin
said, he did not think the company
would make it mandatory. 

The effort is part of an ongoing plan
to reduce the cost of manufacturing
paper, Martin said, noting that the coat-
ed paper market has changed and that IP
is now competing in what is a world mar-
ket. 

“We are competing against everyone
in the world to sell our paper,” he said.
“When we look at our costs, we’re on the

BY DAVID MCHUGH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DRESDEN, Germany — Dres-
den residents grabbed what
they could and fled for higher
ground Friday as the Elbe River
rose to record levels, engulfing
one neighborhood after another
and forcing workers to abandon
some efforts to save the city’s
world-famous cultural land-
marks.

Fed by high water that struck
the Czech capital of Prague ear-
lier this week, the Elbe rose
above 29½ feet Friday, carrying
refrigerators, sofas and cars as
its swirling waters engulfed one
neighborhood after the other. It
was expected to crest Saturday.

A total of 33,000 Dresden resi-
dents were forced to leave their
homes by Friday, police said.
The death toll from two weeks of
flooding across Europe rose to
104 as two more victims were
found in the Czech Republic and

one in Austria on Friday.
In Dresden, firefighters evac-

uated Christine Fritzsch, 69,
and her neighbors from their
apartment house at 1 a.m. to a
middle school across town.

Sitting on camp beds in a
school classroom Friday
evening, they said they had
watched the water approach the
front steps. Their TV sets
blinked out, then their tele-
phones went dead.

“Then I knew that we had to
get out,” she said.

“We were well-prepared, they
warned us several times so we
could get our things ready,” said
Hildegard Paulus, 75. Along
with a few clothes and toiletries,
she’d brought her favorite fami-
ly photos to safety.

Sandbags were running out
in Dresden as residents young
and old guarded their streets
from the muddy tide with thick

walls.
“You have to always add

more. Every half an hour we
added another layer, but it’s
hard to say if it’s enough,” said
Richard Schutze, 49, his hands
cut from hauling the burlap
sacks.

Earlier on Friday, emergency
workers were forced to give up
efforts to pump the basement of
Dresden’s famed 19th century
Semper Opera, leaving stage

sets, sheet music and instru-
ments stored below ground to a
watery fate.

Next door in the Zwinger
Palace museum, thousands of
priceless artworks by the old
masters were stacked eight to 10
deep in their gilded frames on
the museum’s upper floors.

“It’s quite incredible that we
saved everything,” said Martin
Roth, the general director of

BY A. J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — The lone law-
maker who almost succeeded at
pushing a comprehensive tax
reform bill through the last Leg-
islature is taking a dim view of
ongoing efforts by a special tax
panel to find a remedy for
Maine’s old tax volatility prob-
lem.

State Rep. Bernard “Barney”
McGowan, a Pittsfield Democ-
rat whose conservative leanings
have garnered respect from leg-
islators on both sides of the
aisle, spoke briefly Friday to
members of House Speaker
Michael V. Saxl’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Tax Reform.
McGowan told the 10-member
committee he had reviewed the
potential for new tax revenue by
broadening the sales tax and
increasing the food and lodging
tax by 1 percent. His own ill-
fated bill passed in the House
earlier this year, but failed in
the Senate.

“It was like shooting ducks in
a barrel,” he said.

Outside the hearing room,
however, McGowan spoke blunt-
ly about the efforts of the com-
mittee which has no legislative
mandate and exists only to for-
ward a final recommendation to
Saxl, a Portland Democrat who
will leave office in December.

“It’s all political and nothing
will come out of it, just as noth-
ing has come out of all the stud-
ies we’ve done in the past 15
years,” McGowan said. “It’s just
a waste of time. To accomplish

BY DEBORAH TURCOTTE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

George Schaefer’s summer began
like that of most other teen-agers. He
got a part-time job at a place where he
could study a profession he might want
to pursue as a career.

Now, as summer comes to a close, the
16-year-old no longer is being looked
upon as a typical teen-ager. The Sulli-
van boy — seriously injured on the job
and hospitalized in Boston — may be
the catalyst that prompts the Legisla-

ture to undertake a thorough evalua-
tion of Maine’s child labor laws.

And while federal labor laws apply
throughout the state,
lawmakers and others
also have been sur-
prised to learn in
recent days that more
stringent state
statutes governing
children in the work
force do not apply to

state agencies or the university sys-
tem.

“I can’t come up with any good rea-
sons why the state should be exempt,”
said state Sen. Tom Sawyer, R-Bangor, a
member of the Legislature’s joint
standing committee on labor, during a
recent interview. “I’m sure we’ll be
having that conversation.”

On July 29, Schaefer was seriously
hurt when he was overcome by hydro-
gen sulfide gas while cleaning a tank at
the University of Maine Center for
Cooperative Aquaculture Research in
Franklin. William O’Coin of
Ellsworth, a systems manager at the

facility, died during a desperate effort
to rescue the teen.

The university earlier this month
was cited for 12 violations of federal
workplace safety laws and fined
$110,000 by the Bureau of Labor Stan-
dards. This week, university officials
asked the bureau for a chance to learn
more about the actual violations and
get information on ways to prevent
them from happening again.

Maine’s Bureau of Labor Standards
is authorized by the federal govern-
ment to apply U.S. Occupational Safety

and Health Administration rules to the
public sector, which includes govern-
ment agencies and the university sys-
tem. The federal government only
enforces OSHA rules in the private sec-
tor.

But the university is not required to
follow the state’s child labor laws,
including those that restrict the amount
of hours children work and what they
can do on the job. Private employers,
however, must follow the rules or face
fines that start at $250 per violation.
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Residents in inflatable craft maneuver along a flooded street in Meissen in the north of Dresden, eastern Germany, on Friday.
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PHOTO COURTESY U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
Fellow members of former U.S. Sen. William Hathaway’s bomber
crew pose for a group photo about a week before being shipped to
Europe during World War II.
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