
BY RON FOURNIER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Bush said
Friday he would welcome a second U.N.
resolution on Iraq but only if it led to the
prompt disarming of Saddam Hussein.
Pushing more forcefully for the measure,
British Prime Minister Tony Blair called
confronting Iraq “a test of the interna-
tional community.”

Both leaders dismissed Iraq’s offer to
host U.N. weapons inspectors before their
next interim report. Bush called the invi-
tation a charade meant to “string the
inspectors along.”

Showing little patience for the Iraqi
leader or for allies trying to slow his pace
toward war, Bush said, “Any attempt to

drag this process out for months will be
resisted by the United States.”

Buffeted by criticism both at home and
abroad, the staunch allies met for three
hours in Bush’s private White House quar-
ters to review their plans for diplomacy
and war — and to turn up pressure on Sad-
dam.

Standing side by side outside the ornate
Blue Room, a chandelier sparkling in the
television lights, the leaders conducted a
news conference without revealing any
deadlines for war or new strategies for
curbing stiff international resistance to
their views.

“This issue will come to a head in a mat-
ter of weeks,” Bush said.

“Time is running out,” echoed Blair.

BY RENEE ORDWAY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Penobscot Coun-
ty District Attorney R. Christo-
pher Almy may soon be spread-
ing the word to police depart-
ments in Penobscot and Pis-
cataquis counties that some
crimes are just going to have to
go unpunished.

“It’s possible that we just
won’t have enough prosecutors
to prosecute the cases that these
departments bring to us,” Almy
said this week, as the state’s
budget crisis deepened. “If
that’s the case, we will make a
determination of the crimes
that we simply won’t prosecute
anymore. We will have to tell
police officers that those who
commit those crimes get a free
ride.”

The threat of serious budget
cuts is causing concern, if not
alarm, in the offices of county
and state prosecutors as well as
within the entire court system
in Maine.

Could lack of funding change
the way the whole system oper-
ates in Maine? You bet, said
Leigh Saufley, chief justice of
the Maine Supreme Judicial
Court.

Not long ago, Gov. John Bal-
dacci’s office asked Maine pros-

BY WALTER GRIFFIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

WISCASSET — Legendary
Waldo County badman Joel
Fuller has been found not guilty
of a 19-year-old murder.

A Lincoln County Superior
Court jury of eight men and
four women deliberated for
about four hours before reach-
ing its verdict Friday evening.

Fuller had been charged with
the Dec. 16, 1983, murder of
Mervin “Sonny” Grotton at his
Belfast home.

Fuller, 47, broke into a broad
grin when the jury foreman

read the verdict. He turned and
hugged family members and
gave his attorney, Jeffrey Silver-

stein, a vigor-
ous hand-
shake.

Fuller’s ela-
tion will prob-
ably be short-
lived, however,
because he
was set to be
t r a n s p o r t e d
back to a feder-
al prison in

Pennsylvania, where he is cur-
rently serving a 50-year sen-
tence and a life sentence for two

drug-related murders that
occurred in Waldo County in
the mid-1980s.

“We didn’t steal it,” Silverstein
said in reaction to the verdict.
“It’s the result it should have
been on the basis of the testimo-
ny and the evidence. I would have
been shocked had the verdict
been guilty. It just seemed like
there were too many lapses in the
evidence for the jury not to find
reasonable doubt.”

During the five-day trial,
Assistant Attorney General
Andrew Benson presented evi-
dence that tied Fuller to the
Grotton killing.

The state contended that
Fuller was the trigger man in a
murder-for-hire scheme set in
motion by Grotton’s wife,
Norma Small, 63.

Testimony in the case indi-
cated that Boyd Smith, 42, of
Brooks, a friend of one of
Small’s daughters, introduced
Small to Fuller. Smith testified
that Small wanted him to find
someone willing to kill her hus-
band and that he sought out
Fuller because he knew him to
have a reputation “to do almost
anything for money.”

In August 2002, a Sagadahoc

Fuller acquitted in Belfast murder-for-hire case

BY MARY ANNE LAGASSE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MILLINOCKET — Assistance for workers and
others affected by the 37-day shutdown of bank-
rupt Great Northern Paper Inc. is coming from all
over Maine.

“I’m just so overwhelmed to see so many people
come together,” said Herbert Clark of Millinock-
et, a 38-year GNP employee and union official. “It
almost brings tears to your eyes to know so many
people care and to know you aren’t alone. We all
have the same goal and that is to
get these mills up and running,
getting people back to work and
on their feet again.”

Clark admitted that some
people were really struggling.
“This is all new for most peo-
ple,” he said. “They have always
taken care of themselves and
never had to have anyone take
care of them. It is difficult for
them to adapt to this change.
They want to provide for their own families.”

GNP employees who have not seen a regular
paycheck for a month are trying to survive on
unemployment benefits of between $272 and $282
a week. Once they pay their family health care
insurance of $181 a week, many aren’t left with
much money to provide for their families. The
extremely cold temperatures during the last few
weeks have left many worrying about running
out of fuel. 

While several local churches, various agencies
and some individuals are doing all they can to
assist people affected by the shutdown, some are
concerned that they may run out of money or

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Citing the hard-
ships it would impose on work-
ers from northern Maine,
demonstrators gathered in front
of the Margaret Chase Smith
Federal Building on Friday to
protest the closure this month
of the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration’s region-
al office there.

Located on the second floor of
the federal facility, the Bangor
office is one of only two OSHA
work force assistance centers in
Maine. The other is in Portland.

Some of the protesters who
took part in Friday’s demonstra-
tion carried signs with such slo-
gans as “Mr. Henshaw, don’t risk
our lives. [Assistant Secretary of
Labor John Henshaw is head of
OSHA.] Northern workers
deserve respect,” and “There’s
workers north of Augusta.” 

Others wore slings to repre-
sent Maine workers injured or
killed on the job. The slings also
had slogans such as “Keep
OSHA here.” Local labor lead-
ers led protesters in chanting,
“Mr. Henshaw, bad decision.”

One worker wearing a sling
asked, “Mr. Henshaw, do you
know where John’s Bridge is?”
referring to a work-related acci-
dent that claimed the lives of 14
men from Guatemala and Hon-
duras last year. The men were
working as temporary seasonal

workers, when the van they
were riding in plunged off
John’s Bridge in the Allagash
Wilderness Waterway last Sep-
tember.

Organized by the Greater
Bangor Area Central Labor
Council, the more than 20 pro-
testers who turned out Friday
morning were reacting to word
that the two offices would be
consolidated and moved to
Augusta.

Whether that’s the case
remained unclear Friday.

“The OSHA office in Bangor
must move from its current
location because the General
Services Administration needs
the space for other federal gov-
ernment functions,” noted John
Chavez, regional public affairs
director for the U.S. Department
of Labor in Boston and New
York, in a statement issued Fri-
day. 

BY LEIGH STROPE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Heeding the com-
plaints of business, the Bush adminis-
tration is revamping decades-old labor
regulations in an overhaul that could
force many Americans to work longer
hours without overtime pay.

The administration argues that the pil-
lars of American labor law, which estab-
lished the 40-hour workweek, a minimum
wage and overtime pay, are antiquated.
But labor unions fear changes would
severely restrict who is legally required to
be paid for overtime work.

“Nothing prohibits employers from
requiring as many hours as they want,”
said Chris Owens, public policy director
for the AFL-CIO. “The overtime pay
requirement is the only thing that acts
as a break on excessive work hours.”

It is just one of several changes the
administration is pursuing to workplace
regulations and programs, including the
Family Medical Leave Act, job training
programs and unemployment insur-
ance.

The overtime changes are confined to
a section of the 1938 Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act that defines blue-collar and
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Former Maine AFL-CIO President Charlie O’Leary (center) of Orono pretends to have a broken arm in a rally Friday
with other protesters seeking to save the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s Bangor office. OSHA 
management plans to consolidate the Bangor and Portland offices in Augusta around Feb. 15.
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