
BY WALTER PINCUS 
AND DANA MILBANK
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — President
Bush and his national security
adviser Friday placed full
responsibility on the Central
Intelligence Agency for the
inclusion in this year’s State of
the Union address of question-
able allegations that Iraq’s Sad-
dam Hussein was trying to buy
nuclear materials in Africa.

The president defended his
use of the false allegation in
the January 28 speech by say-
ing the speech “was cleared by

the intelligence services.”
Within hours of Bush’s com-

ments, CIA Director George
Tenet accepted blame for allow-
ing the allegations into the Jan-
uary 28 address, saying the

i n f o r m a t i o n
“did not rise to
the level of cer-
tainty which
should be
required for
p r e s i d e n t i a l
speeches and

the CIA should have ensured
that it was removed.”

The extraordinary state-
ments Friday were part of a

coordinated Bush administra-
tion effort to try to end a bud-
ding controversy over whether
the president and his top offi-
cials have misled the public and
Congress in their pre-war asser-
tions about Saddam’s attempts
to reconstitute his nuclear
weapons program. They also
amounted to a rare public
rebuke from the president for
one of his senior advisers.

Tenet, in a prepared state-
ment that had been in the works
for two days, said the CIA
approved the State of the Union
speech before it was delivered.
“I am responsible for the

approval process in my agency,”
he said. “The president had
every reason to believe the text
presented to him was sound.”

However, the CIA director
also made clear that it was
members of the president’s
National Security Council staff
that proposed including the
questionable information in
drafts of the Bush speech
although the CIA and the State
Department had begun ques-
tioning an alleged attempt by
Iraq to buy uranium from Niger
as early as October 2002. It sub-
sequently turned out that the

BY CARROLL ASTBURY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Late Friday the Maine
Department of Transportation
banned loaded tractor-trailers
and other trucks weighing more
than 12 tons from traveling on
the Waldo-Hancock Bridge.

Bruce Van Note, deputy DOT
commissioner, said the ban was
put in place after New York con-
sultants conducted more tests of

the wires supporting the 72-
year-old bridge on Route 1 that
spans the Penobscot River
between Prospect and Verona.

“A late-afternoon phone call
from Parsons Transportation
Group advised us that new data
and added analysis convinced
them that the bridge was not as
safe as their earlier findings had
suggested and that traffic should
be restricted,” Van Note said.

BY MISTY EDGECOMB
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Red tide probably has been
around almost as long as the
oceans themselves.

Some scholars believe that
Moses’ biblical plague was the
first recorded red tide bloom,
and legend tells that American
Indian tribes went out the night
before harvesting shellfish and
stirred up the seawater to see if
it glowed with phosphorescent
toxic algae. If it did, the mussels
weren’t safe to eat.

Every summer, portions of
the Atlantic Ocean turn a deep

reddish-orange and a poisonous
microscopic algae called
Alexandrium washes toward
the Maine coast. It poisons
shellfish, then sickens, and even
kills, the people and wildlife
that eat tainted clams, mussels
or oysters. Reports of Alexan-
drium have just begun to be
received this week.

“It’s about as bad as it gets
anywhere right around here,
and nobody knows why,” said
David Townsend, a University
of Maine professor who studies
phytoplankton.

For the past 50 years, Maine
has had a first-alert system, a

network of coastal volunteers
who test the water and work
with the Department of Marine
Resources to protect the public.
Since the program began,
Maine has never recorded a
death from red tide, a testament

to volunteers’ vigilance, said
Jay McGowan of the DMR.

More than 20 types of phyto-
plankton are found along
Maine’s coast, but the volun-
teers are watching only for four
that are known to be harmful.

Alexandrium, Dinophysis,
Prorocentrum and
Pseudonitzschia can cause ill-
ness and even death, said Sarah
Gladu, head of the phytoplank-
ton monitoring program, who is
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY KEVIN BENNETT
Danielle Bartlett (left) uses an aquascope to view a disk being lowered by Maddy Johnson into the water near Bar Harbor. The girls are part of a team of middle and high
school students studying phytoplankton.

Heather Siske
(standing) and
Taylor Brown
use a 
microscope to
examine a
slide of ocean
water for
signs of phy-
toplankton.

Coastal volunteers act as first-alert system
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BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The U.S. Department of Inte-
rior said this week that state
and federal officials shouldn’t
come to blows over a northern
Maine Indian tribe’s effort to
assert its independence by sell-
ing tax-free cigarettes.

Instead, the federal agency is
prodding the state to negotiate,
rather than litigate, its dispute
with the Aroostook Band of
Micmacs, a Presque Isle-based
tribe that — with the DOI’s sup-
port — recently has renewed
claims it is not bound by state or
local law.

The federal agency’s call for
diplomacy came in a July 8
response to Maine Gov. John
Baldacci’s warning of a poten-
tially dangerous standoff
between state and federal law
enforcers should federal agents
be sent to defend the tribe’s per-
ceived right to open a tobacco
store on trust land on the out-
skirts of Presque Isle. 

But in this week’s letter to
Baldacci, Aurene Martin, acting
assistant secretary for the DOI’s
Bureau of Indian Affairs, said

Micmacs aim to sell
tax-free cigarettes 

Feds push 
state to
negotiate
with tribe

Algae that cause
red tide found
off Maine coast 

BY DEBORAH TURCOTTE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Bankrupt Kent
Inc. will complete its final order
for children’s sleepwear at a
manufacturing facility in the
Dominican Republic instead of
Fort Kent.

Up to 70 of Kent’s 109 employ-
ees could lose their jobs in the
next few weeks as production on
one shipment of the order

winds down and the raw materi-
als for the final two shipments
now housed in Fort Kent are
transported to the Caribbean
country.

This is not a welcome devel-
opment in this northern Maine
town that has a proud 40-year
history of producing children’s
sleepwear.

“You’d expect that when
those materials were shipped in
here, they’d leave as finished

goods and not as raw materials
again,” Donald Guimond, Fort
Kent’s town manager, said Fri-
day.

On Friday, Kent received U.S.
Bankruptcy Court approval to
allow Wormser Corp., a Chica-
go-based manufacturer, to com-
plete the last two shipments of
infant- and toddler-sized blan-
ket sleepers at its Dominican
Republic plant. The shipments

Up to 70 jobs could be lost as Aroostook County firm wraps up production

Final Kent order to be shipped away

BY BARRY SCHWEID
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration is engaged in
frantic finger-pointing as it
tries to
explain how
its handling of faulty intelli-
gence on allegations of Iraqi
nuclear smuggling produced
so few red flags.

CIA Director George Tenet

tried to end the finger-pointing
Friday night by pointing the
finger at himself, taking
responsibility for allowing
into President Bush’s State of
the Union address an erro-
neous claim that Iraq had
tried to buy nuclear material
in Africa.

“These 16 words should
never have been included in
the text written for the presi-
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