
BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ELLSWORTH — A local woman who
pleaded guilty to embezzling hundreds
of thousands of dollars from a promi-
nent Ellsworth businessman was sen-
tenced Wednesday to serve 30 months
in prison and ordered to pay half a
million dollars in restitution.

Julie Watson, who is estimated to
have embezzled between $400,000 and
$750,000 from Charles Katsiaficas,
received an overall sentence of eight
years with all but 2½ years of that sen-
tence suspended.

Justice Andrew Mead, presiding
Wednesday in Hancock County Superi-
or Court, also ordered Watson to pay
$500,000 in restitution and to serve a
probation term of four years.

Watson, 37, was accused of embez-
zling the money from Katsiaficas, 77,
during the 15 or so years she worked
for him managing the Eagles Lodge
Motel, Ellsworth Self Storage and a
now-defunct travel agency. Watson,
who handled the books for the busi-
nesses, pleaded guilty in January to
charges of theft and misuse of identi-
fication, and to an unrelated charge

of operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol. 

Watson lavishly spent the embezzled
money on material possessions for
herself while the motel struggled in
the summer of 2001 to pay its bills and
make payroll, Hancock County Dis-
trict Attorney Michael Povich said at
Wednesday’s sentencing.

Katsiaficas was at the sentencing,

sitting in the front row of the specta-
tors’ gallery, but didn’t address the
court.

According to Kiki Sawyer, one of Kat-
siaficas’ daughters, Watson laid the
blame for the businesses’ mounting
financial instability on Katsiaficas, a for-
mer teacher, by accusing him of making
too many trips to Wal-Mart and putting

Iraqi received
favored status
from Husseins
BY KEVIN SULLIVAN
THE WASHINGTON POST

MOSUL, Iraq — Nawaf
Zaidan Nasiri answered the
front door of his elegant man-
sion 24 days ago and greeted a
nightmare.

Standing there, he told his
neighbors Tuesday, were the
two sons of Saddam Hussein,
Qusai and Odai, Iraq’s second-
and third-most-wanted fugi-
tives, asking Zaidan to repay
years of privilege and favors
they had doled out to him.

“I answered the doorbell and
there they were, right in front of
my face,” Zaidan told his neigh-
bor, Mukhlis Thahir Jubori.
“They asked to stay in my house
and I could not refuse them.
This is a disaster for me.”

In an interview Wednesday,
Thahir said Zaidan told his
story Tuesday while sitting in a
U.S. military Humvee, about two
hours after the bodies of the
Hussein brothers and two other
men were removed from the
charred remains of Zaidan’s
house.

In one of the fiercest fire-
fights since the end of the Iraq
war, nearly 200 soldiers from the
101st Airborne Division blasted
the house with missiles and
grenades Tuesday morning
until Hussein’s two most ruth-
less enforcers were dead.

The death of the Hussein
brothers caused soldiers to
break out cigars and prompted
jubilation from the Iraqi desert
to the Oval Office. But the
episode posed a difficult dilem-
ma for a 46-year-old man, sud-
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Editor’s Note: NEWS staff writer
Alicia Anstead is sending periodic dis-
patches from Iraq and points along her
itinerary to Baghdad, where she is
traveling with fellow journalist Peter
Davis of Castine, who is on assignment
for The Nation magazine.

BY ALICIA ANSTEAD
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BAGHDAD, Iraq — At house 14 on
Street 18 in Section 360 of Baghdad,
there was a celebration last night. It

was not because of the announcement
that Saddam Hussein’s sons Odai and
Qusai had been killed in a gunbattle
with American troops several hun-

dred miles north of
the city.

Nantha Al-
Chokhachi and her
son, who once lived in
Tennessee but are

now homeless in Baghdad, told me
they were celebrating because they
did not have to spend another night
outdoors near a garbage heap where

scorpions and snakes threatened
them. Last night, they slept in a shel-
ter recently established here to assist
homeless women and their families.

“It was the first night of peace for
my family,” said Al-Chokhachi, who is
staying temporarily in the broken-
down house on a street with an envi-
able view of the Tigris River. She was
thrown out of her state-sponsored
house more than a month ago, and,
when I asked, she reguided the ques-
tion of why she left America, where

AG: Church
scandal may
involve 1,000
BY DENISE LAVOIE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON — It is likely that more than 1,000
people were molested by priests and workers in
the Boston Archdiocese over six decades, a fig-
ure the Massachusetts attorney general
termed “staggering” as he issued a report
Wednesday blaming Roman Catholic leaders
for the crisis.

“The mistreatment of chil-
dren was so massive and so
prolonged that it borders on
the unbelievable,” Attorney
General Tom Reilly said.

The report ends a 16-month
investigation by Reilly’s
office and a grand jury ses-
sion that was convened last
summer to consider charging
church leaders.

The extent of abuse the report outlines
dwarfs what has been found in other dioceses.
Still, while the document provides a compre-
hensive look at what Catholic officials knew,
when they knew it and how they covered it up,
Reilly said he was hamstrung by state laws
that were too weak to allow criminal charges to
be filed against the hierarchy.

Cardinal Bernard Law, who resigned last
December, “bears the ultimate responsibility
for the tragic treatment of children that
occurred during his tenure,” Reilly said in the
76-page report.

The cardinal, he said, was aware of the
abuse even before he arrived in Boston as
archbishop in 1984 — and he and his inner cir-
cle were actively informed about complaints
against numerous priests. With only rare
exceptions did any of Law’s senior assistants
advise him to take steps that would put a halt
to what became the systematic abuse of chil-
dren, Reilly said.

“The choice was very clear, between protecting
children and protecting the church. They made
the wrong choice,” he said. “In effect, they sacri-
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AP PHOTO BY WALLY SANTANA
A U.S. soldier aims his weapon at a man who a soldier just shot in the neck as he attempted to flee down a narrow alley in
a van, across the street from the scene of Tuesday's intense shootout on a house in Mosul on Wednesday.
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Ellsworth embezzler to serve 2½ years

DOT ads
to endorse
tourist use
of bridge
Local business owners
worry signs confusing

BY RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

SEARSPORT — “You can get there from
here, chummy.”

That’s the message that humorist Tim Sam-
ple will be pushing in a series of radio ads
scheduled to begin airing today — part of a
Maine Department of Transportation effort to
convince tourist traffic that it still can travel
across the Waldo-Hancock Bridge. 

The bridge, which spans the Penobscot
River between the towns of Prospect and
Verona, was posted on July 11, banning vehi-
cles weighing more than 12 tons.

Business owners who rely on summer traf-
fic for the bulk of their business have raised
concerns that the information put out by the
DOT, particularly on signs throughout the
state, not only has diverted large, commercial
vehicles away from the bridge, but also is dis-
couraging tourists from using coastal Route 1. 

Transportation Commissioner David Cole,
along with a contingent of DOT representa-
tives, met Wednesday at a local campground
with about 70 business owners and regional
tourism representatives to outline steps the
department intends to take to respond to those
concerns. 

“We’re going to roll out some ideas today
that, hopefully, will make the situation better
for everyone,” Cole told the businesspeople.

The meeting was one of three being held in
the area by the DOT to keep the public
informed on developments involving the
bridge. Construction crews continued remov-
ing concrete sidewalks from the bridge

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran announced
Wednesday it was holding senior
members of the al-Qaida terror net-
work and will hunt down any others
on its soil, while the United States
demanded it turn over any prisoners
to face justice.

Tehran’s announcement came just
days after President Bush accused it
of harboring terrorists. Iran’s gov-
ernment long has said al-Qaida oper-
atives are in its prisons, but this was
the first word that some prisoners
held high positions in Osama bin

Laden’s terror network — blamed for
the Sept. 11 attacks and for suicide
bombings this year at Western hous-
ing complexes in the Saudi capital,

Riyadh.
“A large number

of small- and big-
time elements of al-
Qaida are in our
custody,” Intelli-
gence Minister Ali
Yunesi told

reporters.
He did not identify any of the

detainees or comment on media
reports that Iran holds al-Qaida’s
No. 2, Ayman al-Zawahri, the group’s

spokesman Suleiman Abu Ghaith, or
its security chief Saif al-Adil.

The Bush administration said it
could not confirm Yunesi’s com-
ments and questioned whether al-
Qaida members in Iran were in
prison or being harbored by the gov-
ernment.

Still, White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said, “the state-
ments would appear to confirm what
we and others believe to be a signifi-
cant al-Qaida presence in Iran to
include members of its senior mem-
bership.”

“These terrorists, we’ve made
very clear, must be brought to jus-

tice,” McClellan said.
State Department spokesman

Richard Boucher said Iran “needs to
deport these people either to juris-
dictions where they’re wanted for
crimes, or to their home countries.”

Boucher said the status of the sus-
pects — imprisoned or not — is “not
always clear,” but “what is impor-
tant is that they not be allowed to
operate in any way there, and in fact,
that they be expelled to the appropri-
ate jurisdictions.”

U.S. officials have said intelli-
gence suggests that senior al-Qaida
figures and associates in Iran
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