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SAN DIEGO — As flames
closed in, a neighbor ran to
Nancy Morphew’s door to warn
her. But Morphew didn’t seem
worried about getting out in
time.

“She met me at the front door
and said, ‘I know, I know. Go
help other people,”’ David Wal-
lace recalled. “She seemed like
she had a plan.”

After the fire tore through
Sunday, Morphew was found
dead in the road, her burned-out
truck sitting at the bottom of a
steep ditch along Yellow Brick
Road.

Like many of the 15 people
who have died in the wildfires
burning across Southern Cali-
fornia, Morphew — a 51-year-
old woman who took pride in
running her own horse ranch —
apparently underestimated how
fast the flames were moving.

“I think she got disoriented
and the smoke was probably
real bad,” said another neigh-

BY RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI
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JERUSALEM — With their
operatives on the run, the Pales-
tinian militant groups Hamas
and Islamic Jihad have increas-
ingly forged a common front
against Israel, and there are
signs they also are being guided
by Lebanese Hezbollah guerril-
las.

Days after issuing a joint

statement calling for coordinat-
ed “resistance” against Israel,
the two groups attacked an
Israeli army base Friday in the
Netzarim settlement in the Gaza
Strip, killing three soldiers and
reviving heated debate in Israel
over whether to hang on to the
Jewish enclave.

The two groups have cooper-
ated to a lesser degree in the
past, with militants joining

Palestinian militant groups
Hamas, Islamic Jihad unite

BY SHARON KILEY MACK
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PITTSFIELD — Whenever
middle school experts gather in
Maine, Warsaw Middle School
in Pittsfield is nearly always
held up as an example of teach-
ing and curriculum excellence.

So when the school showed
up last week on No Child Left
Behind’s underperforming list,
parents and educators were con-
fused.

Clarification is easy, said
Superintendent Michael Gal-
lagher Monday. It was a small
group of special education stu-

dents — some so profoundly
developmentally disabled that
they have no verbal skills —
that prompted the designation
“underperforming.” Under the
No Child Left Behind guide-
lines, all students must be tested
regardless of developmental
level and their scores factored
into the entire group tested.

SAD 48 Superintendent
William Braun said the same
situation at St. Albans Consoli-
dated School resulted in its
being listed among the 10 failing
schools.

“I have the entire district’s
multihandicapped classroom in

that school,” said Braun, includ-
ing two children who are com-
pletely unable to communicate.
“Five years ago, St. Albans was
listed nationally for outstand-
ing language arts and reading
achievements. These new list-
ings have nothing to do with the
quality of the education.”

Two other SAD 48 schools,
Nokomis Regional High School
and Hartland Consolidated
School, were also listed as
underperforming.

Nokomis, Hartland and War-
saw were among 143 schools
identified by the state Depart-

Superintendents: School ratings don’t account for special ed 

‘No Child’ list poses quandary 

BY RENEE ORDWAY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Before 23-year-
old Darrell McCauley Jr. of
Augusta was released from jail,
a medical director for the
Department of Behavioral and
Developmental Services noted
in two different memos that
McCauley would reoffend and
that his behavior “more than
likely” would result in “griev-
ous bodily injury or death.”

Despite this warning,
McCauley moved into an apart-
ment in a residential neighbor-
hood in Augusta  where he
slipped away and assaulted a 7-
year-old girl last month.

The memo had been received
by officials from the DBDS, his
probation officer and the associ-

ate commissioner of correc-
tions.

McCauley was released in
July to Employment Specialists
of Maine, an agency that con-
tracts with the state to oversee
released prisoners. He moved
into an apartment in a home
supervised by that organization
in a residential neighborhood at
the corner of Cedar and Stone
streets in Augusta, where he
assaulted the girl.

The McCauley case alone
highlights the issues facing the
members of the legislative Com-
mission to Improve Community
Safety and Sex Offender
Accountability.

With a mandate to present
recommendations to improve
the way the state deals with sex

Man’s release despite warnings
underscores state panel’s task 

Sex offender
management
scrutinized

BY MISTY EDGECOMB
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The city of Bangor and the
Maine Air National Guard are
wrapping up $600,000 worth of
projects to capture runoff from
their de-icing operations, but
only time will tell whether the
new systems reduce pollution in
nearby Birch Stream.

Airplane de-icing began early
this month, and residents of
Griffin Park, a city-run apart-
ment complex, say that the odd,
“yeasty” smell and pounding
headaches, which they believe

are related to the chemicals run-
ning in Birch Stream, are back.

Since the airport was built
more than 50 years ago, rainwa-
ter that runs off the facility’s
miles of pavement has been
piped into Birch Stream, a small
tributary of Kenduskeag
Stream that in turn runs into
the Penobscot River.

In April, local residents
began complaining and discov-
ered that the chemicals used to
remove ice from planes — pri-
marily an antifreeze called
propylene glycol — was running

Stream still at center of controversy

De-icer runoff
debate flares anew

BY CHARLES J. HANLEY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Striking in rapid suc-
cession, suicide car bombers bent on death
for “collaborators” devastated the Red
Cross headquarters and three police sta-
tions Monday, killing three dozen people
and wounding more than 200 in the bloodi-
est day in Baghdad since the start of the
U.S. occupation.

From north to south in this city of 5 mil-
lion, the explosions over a 45-minute period
left streetscapes of broken bodies, twisted
wreckage and Iraqis unnerved by an esca-
lating underground war. The dead included
a U.S. soldier, eight Iraqi policemen and at
least 26 Iraqi civilians.

“We feel helpless when we see this,” said
an Iraqi doctor.

Iraqi and U.S. authorities in Baghdad

blamed the coordinated quadruple blasts on
foreign fighters intent on targeting those
they accuse of collaborating with U.S.
forces. One captive would-be bomber was
said to be carrying a Syrian passport.

But in Washington, Pentagon officials
said they believed loyalists of ousted Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein were responsible.
President Bush said insurgents had become
more “desperate” because of what he said
was progress in Iraq.

The tactics suggested a level of organiza-
tion that U.S. officials had doubted the
resistance possessed. In past weeks,
bombers have carried out heavy suicide
bombings — but in single strikes.

Not only were Monday’s attacks coordi-
nated, they also involved disguise: the use
of an Iraqi ambulance in the Red Cross
attack, a police car and uniform in a police

station explosion.
The blasts, which echoed the Aug. 19

bombing of the U.N. headquarters here, left
the Red Cross and other aid agencies exam-
ining whether they should decrease their
presence in Iraq. Paris-based Medecins
Sans Frontieres said it would reduce its
seven-member expatriate team in Baghdad.

Secretary of State Colin Powell said he
hoped nongovernment organizations, con-
tractors and the United Nations would stay
in Iraq despite the dangers.

“They are needed. Their work is needed.
And if they are driven out, then the terror-
ists win,” Powell said in Washington.

The differing theories about who was
behind the bombings underscored the con-
fusion generated by two days of bold, stun-
ning attacks, beginning with a rocket bar-
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AP PHOTO BY HADI MIZBAN
U.S. Army soldiers secure a bomb blast site in Baghdad’s suburb of Sha’ab on Monday. Car bombers struck the International Red Cross
headquarters and four police stations across Baghdad on Monday, killing dozens.

AP PHOTO
Smoke from various wildfires around Los Angeles (center) and
Southern California, captured by NASA’s Aqua satellite, drifts over
the Pacific Ocean on Sunday. The fires are marked with a red 
outline.
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“If [the Red Cross
is] driven out, then
the terrorists win.”
Secretary of State Colin Powell 

“Desperate.”

President Bush
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