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SACO — With a collective
shout they hoped could be heard
all the way to the White House,
Maine Democrats responded
with an approving roar to cam-
paign speeches offered Saturday
night by two of the party’s lead-
ing presidential contenders.

Former Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean and Massachu-
setts U.S. Sen. John Kerry greet-
ed more than 500 members of
the party faithful at the Cas-
cades Inn in Saco. Some dished
out as much as $500 per plate for
the Maine Democratic Party’s
annual fund-raiser known as
the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner.

Perceived in some polls as the
front-runners in a crowded field
of Democratic primary
entrants that includes retired

Army Gen. Wesley Clark, Con-
necticut U.S. Sen. Joseph
Lieberman, Ohio U.S. Rep. Den-
nis Kucinich, Missouri U.S. Rep.
Richard Gephardt, North Car-
olina U.S. Sen. John Edwards
and others, Dean and Kerry

whipped up the crowd with an
unrelenting assault on the lead-
ership and policies exemplified
by President Bush.

Both men, however, were
careful not to criticize each
other at the Maine event that

signals the beginning of the
2004 presidential campaign in
the state. For many local
Democrats, it was a welcome
respite from the backbiting
repartee the two New England
candidates engaged in over the
last several days. 

Friday’s New York Times
quoted Kerry as saying Dean
“moves faster, in more different
directions [and] tells more sto-
ries than anyone I’ve ever met
in politics.”

That same day, The Boston
Globe quoted Dean’s spokes-
woman, Tricia Enright, who
said, “To borrow a phrase from
John Kerry’s favorite philoso-
pher, Yogi Berra, when John
Kerry saw the fork in the low
road, he took it.”

The two candidates saved
their venom for Bush, assailing
his and his administration’s
perceived failures in a number
of areas, particularly the
national economy, health care,
international terrorism and the
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SACO — Former Vermont Gov. Howard
Dean threw down the gantlet to political
rivals this weekend by becoming the first
Democratic presidential candidate ever to
reject federal campaign funding for pri-
mary expenses.

Instead, the early front-runner in the
race will launch a massive grass-roots fund-
raising campaign designed to depict Presi-
dent Bush as a “big money” candidate
whose re-election bid is financed by
wealthy supporters and large corporate
interests. At Saturday rallies in Burlington,

Vt., and Saco, Dean laid out his simple, but
ambitious, strategy for leveling the playing
field against Bush in the crucial contest for
campaign funding.

“We’re going to reach out like we did
today and get 2 million people to give us
$100 apiece,” Dean told more than 500
Maine Democrats at the Cascades Inn in
Saco. “We’re going to match George Bush’s
finances, and our campaign is going to be
campaign finance reform. We’re going to
get 3 [million] or 4 million people to the
polls that either didn’t vote last time or
voted third party. This time we’re going to
have more votes than George Bush, and
when we do, this time the person with the

most votes is going to the White House.”
Dean’s decision to opt out of the Water-

gate-era public financing system for pri-
maries was motivated as much by the fund-
ing challenges posed by the GOP incumbent
as by his feelings about campaign finance
reform. Bush raised $100 million to win the
presidency in 2000 when he chose not to
accept public funds, a strategy he has said
he will continue in his run for re-election.

By choosing to skip the public funding
route, both candidates would not be sub-
jected to the $45 million spending cap
imposed as a precondition for accepting
nearly $19 million in matching federal
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WASHINGTON — For half a
century Americans could boast of
the world’s safest, most tightly reg-
ulated system for distributing pre-
scription drugs. But now that sys-
tem is undercut by a growing ille-
gal trade in pharmaceuticals, fed
by criminal profiteers, unscrupu-
lous wholesalers, rogue Internet

sites and foreign pharmacies.
In the past few years, middlemen

have siphoned off growing numbers
of popular and lifesaving drugs and
diverted them into a multibillion-
dollar shadow market. Crooks have
introduced counterfeit pharmaceu-
ticals into the mainstream drug
chain. Fast-moving operators have
hawked millions of doses of nar-
cotics over the Internet.

The result too often is pharma-
ceutical roulette for millions of

unsuspecting Americans. Cancer
patients receive watered-down
drugs. Teen-agers overdose on nar-
cotics ordered online. AIDS clinics
get fake HIV medicines.

Normally, drugs follow a simple
route. Manufacturers sell them to
one of the Big Three national
wholesalers — Cardinal Health Inc.,
McKesson Corp. and Amerisource-
Bergen — which sell to drugstores,
hospitals or doctors offices. Regula-

Profiteering, cowboy criminality set up illegal bazaar that endangers public health

U.S. prescription drug system under fire
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ELLSWORTH — An
Ellsworth boy who was badly
burned the day before Hal-
loween when another Ellsworth
High School student allegedly
set his costume on fire is recu-
perating but faces a long road to
recovery, according to his
grandfather.

Donald Awalt, 14, is having
difficulty healing from the first-,
second- and third-degree burns
he suffered Oct. 30 because he is

a diabetic, Earl “Buzzy” Awalt
said Sunday. Besides being Don-

ald’s grandfa-
ther, Earl
Awalt is also
the boy’s legal
guardian.

“He comes
along a little
bit every day,”
Awalt said of
his grandson
during a tele-
phone inter-

view from Donald’s Boston hos-

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LITCHFIELD — The father of
an Army warrant officer who
was killed in a Black Hawk hel-
icopter crash in Iraq said Sun-
day he still can’t understand
what his daughter was doing in
the aircraft.

“I just say to myself, why a 43-
year-old woman with an 8-year-
old boy, [why] they’d send her
up to a mission in Tikrit,” said
Bernard Mayo, who is 67. “It
doesn’t make any sense to me.
But what does about this crazy
thing? Not much.”

Mayo’s daughter Sharon
Swartworth, a 26-year Army

veteran, was among the six peo-
ple killed Friday when their hel-

icopter went
down near the
Tigris River.
An investiga-
tion was under
way Sunday to
d e t e r m i n e
what caused
the crash, but
several offi-
cers believed
the Black

Hawk was shot down by insur-
gents.

Mayo said his daughter, who
would have turned 44 on Satur-
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RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Saudis blamed al-Qaida mili-
tants Sunday for the suicide car
bombing of a Riyadh housing
complex that killed 17 people,
declaring it proof of the terror
network’s willingness to shed
Muslim blood in its zeal to bring
down the U.S.-linked Saudi
monarchy.

The attack late Saturday at an
upscale compound for foreign
workers — where mostly Arabs
lived — also wounded 122 peo-
ple. The blast, not far from
diplomatic quarters and the
king’s main palace, left piles of
rubble, hunks of twisted metal,

broken glass and a large crater.
“It’s no longer an issue of ter-

rorism for them,” said Dawood
al-Shirian, a Saudi analyst. “It’s
become a war on the regime, a
war to turn the country into a
new Afghanistan ruled by a
Saudi-style Taliban.”

An Interior Ministry official
told the official Saudi news
agency late Sunday that the
death toll rose to 17 — including
five children — after search
crews pulled six more bodies
from the rubble. At least 13 were
Arabs, with the others as yet
unidentified, the official said.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Richard Armitage said he
was “personally quite sure” al-

17 die; monarchy likely target

Al-Qaida’s
hand seen in
Saudi attack 
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AP PHOTO BY ROBERT F. BUKATY
Democratic presidential candidate Howard Dean of Vermont speaks at the Jefferson-Jackson dinner at the Cascades Inn in Saco on 
Saturday.

AP PHOTO BY ROBERT F. BUKATY
Democratic presidential hopeful U.S. Sen. John Kerry of 
Massachusetts meets patrons during a campaign stop at the 
Kerryman Pub in Saco on Saturday.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS
Dr. James Raczek, chief medical officer at Eastern Maine
Medical Center in Bangor, says Maine hospitals face
new challenges with drug pricing. Story on Page A5.
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