
BY JIM GERAGHTY
STATES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — House and
Senate conferees approved late
Monday a massive energy bill that
includes $23 billion in tax incen-
tives, clearing the way for the leg-
islation’s final congressional
approval, probably this week.

The sweeping bill is meant to
address the nation’s growing
energy demands, but Maine law-
makers said they have serious
concerns about the bill, con-
tending it would push up elec-
tricity and gasoline prices in
the Northeastern region and
pose threats to its environment. 

Republicans who crafted the
energy legislation in secret meet-
ings — Democrats were not invit-
ed — revealed few details about
its provisions. Lawmakers and
lobbyists familiar with the legis-
lation outlined a plan that would
encourage oil, gas and nuclear
power production and require
greater use of ethanol, a gasoline

additive made from corn.
But the legislation has raised

regional ire, particularly from
New England members of Con-
gress who foresee higher energy
costs for their constituents as a
result of provisions crafted
largely by Southern and Mid-
western lawmakers.

“I was hoping to hear indica-
tions that the Energy Commit-
tee would report out a balanced
energy bill that would increase
supply, decrease demand,
reduce our reliance on foreign
fuels, and protect our environ-
ment,” said Sen. Susan Collins,
R-Maine, in a statement. “Unfor-
tunately, I have little hope that
such a bill will be forthcoming.”

Collins charged that the bill
“contains a 5 billion gallon
ethanol mandate that will subsi-
dize corn production in the Mid-
west at the expense of higher gas
prices in New England; it pro-
vides a liability waiver to the
makers of MTBE that has con-

BY MATTHEW BARAKAT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — In a verdict
that could cost him his life, a stone-faced
John Allen Muhammad was convicted
Monday of using a high-powered rifle, a
beat-up car and a teenage sidekick to mur-
der people at random and terrorize the
Washington area during last year’s sniper
attacks.

The jury immediately began hearing evi-
dence on whether the 42-year-old Army vet-
eran should get the death penalty or life in
prison.

“We reserve the death penalty for the
worst of the worst,” prosecutor Richard
Conway told the jurors. “Folks, he still sits

right in front of you without a shred of
remorse.”

Muhammad stood impassively as the ver-
dict was read, looking straight ahead with
the same enigmatic look he had throughout
the trial. Two jurors held hands, and two
others wept. Family members of victims
held hands and wiped away tears.

The jury deliberated for 6½ hours over
two days before convicting Muhammad of
two counts of capital murder. One accused
him of taking part in multiple murders, the
other — the result of a post-Sept. 11 terror-
ism law — alleged the killings were
designed to terrorize the population.
Muhammad is the first person tried under
the Virginia law.

Muhammad was found guilty of killing

Dean Harold Meyers, a Vietnam veteran
who was cut down by a single bullet that hit
him in the head on Oct. 9, 2002, as he filled
his tank at a Manassas gas station. He was
also found guilty of conspiracy to commit
murder and use of a firearm in a felony.

The victim’s brother Robert said he
believes Muhammad deserves the death
penalty: “I must say that I can’t think of too
many more heinous crimes than this one.”

Fellow suspect Lee Boyd Malvo, 18, is on
trial separately in nearby Chesapeake for
the killing of FBI analyst Linda Franklin at
a Home Depot in Falls Church. He also
could get the death penalty. Malvo’s attor-
neys are pursuing an insanity defense,
arguing that the young man had been

BY ROBERT H. REID
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — An Italian
member of the U.S.-led coalition
has resigned, accusing the Bush
administration of inefficiency
and failing to
u n d e r s t a n d
Iraq. In Tikrit,
U.S. forces
killed six
alleged insur-
gents as they
pressed their
search Monday for a former
Saddam deputy believed to be
orchestrating attacks on Ameri-
cans.

Before quitting, Marco Cala-

BY MARK SHERMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans consulted the politically
potent AARP at key moments in
negotiations over a Medicare
prescription drug bill — and the
group responded Monday with
the endorsement the GOP and
President Bush wanted to
counter Democratic critics.

There are 35 million reasons
why the AARP is a player in the
maneuvering — the number of
its members age 50 and above.

AARP chief executive
William Novelli told The Associ-
ated Press in an interview that
his organization would “pull
out all the stops” to get the bill
passed, including a three-day
television campaign timed for
the run-up to expected action on

the legislation in the House and
Senate at the end of the week.
The bill is not perfect, he said,
“but the country can’t afford to
wait for perfect.”

At the White House, Presi-
dent Bush met with lawmakers

who spent months negotiating
the deal and now must find the
votes to pass it. “This vote will
demonstrate whether the mem-
bers of the House and the Sen-
ate will help keep our commit-
ment to America’s seniors,”
Bush said.

House Speaker Dennis

Hastert, R-Ill., called AARP’s
support “the Good Housekeep-
ing Seal of Approval when it
comes to seniors’ issues.”

Some Democrats saw it very
differently.

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy of
Massachusetts, the Democrats’
leading spokesman on health
matters, said scathingly that the
legislation included a “$12 bil-
lion slush fund to lure seniors”
into private coverage. He said
the program would offer private
insurers more money to cover
the elderly than traditional
Medicare spends.

Republicans for months had
yearned for AARP’s endorse-
ment as a foil against Democrat-
ic allegations that the GOP is
out to gut the government-run
health insurance program for 40

AARP endorses Medicare bill

BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — A 38-year-old
Czech man faces deportation
after he pleaded not guilty to
stalking Stephen and Tabitha
King at their West Broadway
home over the weekend. 

By Monday afternoon,
Bretislav Bures was in the cus-
tody of the Bureau of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement,
just a few hours after he
appeared in 3rd District Court
in Bangor. 

He was arrested Sunday
afternoon sitting in his car
across from the couple’s Victori-

an mansion. Bures will spend
the next few days in the Cum-
berland County Jail, according
to Maria Hurley of BICE’s Port-
land office. He then will be
transferred to either Boston or
Hartford for removal proceed-
ings.

Bures allegedly left notes
twice last week on the King
mailbox that asked to speak
with Stephen King, according to
the police report filed in court
Monday. Tabitha King told
police Sunday afternoon that
Bures had approached her
about 9 p.m. Saturday while she
was walking the dog. 

Suspected King stalker 
enters not guilty plea

BY KRISTEN WYATT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — Flu outbreaks
already are going strong in
parts of the country, months
before the season typically
peaks, and this year’s vaccine
does not exactly match the
strain doctors are seeing so far,
the government warned Mon-
day.

“This is very serious,” said
Dr. Julie Gerberding, director of
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. She warned
that this flu season could be

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — There’s not
much about grief that Denis
Cranson hasn’t seen. 

The director of the Eastern
Maine AIDS Network started
working with the HIV-AIDS
community in 1991 when the
disease was at its most devastat-
ing. New cases were emerging
steadily. Every diagnosis was a
virtual death sentence because
there was no treatment that
worked.

Cranson, 47, who will step
down from his position in a
month or so, was finishing a
master’s degree in human devel-
opment at the University of
Maine when he signed up for a
15-week volunteer internship at
the recently established EMAN.

He never left.
“It was all just so sad,” he

recalled in a recent interview at
the rambling Harlow Street
offices that house EMAN now. “I

could see the need was so great.
I just stayed on.” 

The shoestring operation was
based then in a windowless,
two-room space in the rear of a
brick building that housed sev-
eral medical practices and other
professional offices. “It wasn’t
inexpensive,” Cranson said. “It
was just the only place that
would rent to us.” 

The workers consisted of the
original director and a commu-
nity educator. There was no sup-
port staff — no one who under-
stood fund raising or filing or
bookkeeping. The overworked
staff had all it could do, day-to-
day, to try to stem the sudden
and inexorable tide of grief,
pain and financial disaster that
rose around the stigmatized vic-
tims of the poorly understood
disease.

“At that time, if you had
[human immunodeficiency
virus] you would get [acquired
immune deficiency syndrome],”
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AP PHOTO BY ADRIN SNIDER
Sniper suspect John Allen
Muhammad stands between
bailiffs as he listens to guilty
verdicts on four charges at the
Virginia Beach Courthouse in
Virginia on Monday.

Margaret Walekar (left), wife of
sniper victim Premkumar

Walekar, is comforted by Kwang
Szuszka, sister of victim Hong
Im Ballenger, after John Allen

Muhammad was found guilty on
four counts in the capital 

murder trial at the Virginia
Beach Courthouse on Monday.
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Bretislav Bures (third from left) is escorted from the Penobscot
County Jail to 3rd District Court in Bangor on Monday for his first
appearance for allegedly stalking Stephen King.
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