
BY DEBORAH TURCOTTE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Bankrupt East-
ern Pulp and Paper Corp. will
shut down its mills in Brewer
and Lincoln at 5:30 p.m. today,
displacing up to 750 workers
during a closure that a company
official called “temporary and
short-term.”

According to Doug Walsh,
manager of Lincoln Pulp and
Paper Co. and Eastern Fine
Paper Co., most employees
were notified Thursday night
about the shutdown, and the
rest of the workers will be told
today. Managers have been
asked to call crews and tell
them not to report to work if

their shifts are later in the day.
Today’s shutdown occurs

nine days after the company’s
attorneys tried and failed to
secure a federal judge’s
approval for a $1.5 million loan
during an emergency hearing in
U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Port-
land. Chief Judge James B.
Haines denied the loan because
the terms were unsatisfactory.

Since that hearing on
Wednesday, Jan. 7, potential
lender Congress Financial
Corp. and Eastern have been in
negotiations on terms of a new
loan, and those talks have been
described as slow.

Another meeting between
Congress and Eastern is sched-

BY ISAAC KIMBALL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Firefighters braved frigid
weather to battle a four-story blaze in down-
town Bangor Thursday night at the historic
Masonic Hall building on Main Street. No
one lived in the building, but it housed
three businesses.

The fire was reported at about 8:30 p.m.,
and, soon afterward, the Brewer and Hold-
en fire departments were called to the burn-
ing brick structure. 

Smoke poured from broken windows on
the top floor and seeped around intact win-
dows lower down. For more than an hour,
no flames were visible from the street, but
at about 9:50 p.m. a dull orange glow showed
through windows on the second floor on the
Water Street side.

Firefighters smashed the windows with a
long pole and blasted the flames with water.

It did not appear anyone was injured as
of press time. No cause was immediately
apparent. Investigators are expected to be
on the scene today.

A “snorkel” truck was deployed to attack
the fire from the top story. The specialized
truck has a two-section lift arm with a hose
and bucket.

With multiple streams of water rushing
into the building, smoke and steam issued
from broken windows on the Main Street

side and cascaded toward the street upon
hitting the cold air.

Fire crews had checked inside on one
side of the building for occupants, Assis-
tant Fire Chief Rick Cheverie said, but had
to move outside before the whole building
could be checked because the fire was
intense and the structure weakened. 

Subzero temperatures made the task
even more hazardous, causing streams of
water from hoses and pump trucks to freeze
almost instantly on Main Street and steeply
sloping Water Street. More than one fire-
fighter lost his footing, and hose crews were
careful to spray from uphill.

The firefighters who entered the building
got very wet, Cheverie said, and were “iced
down pretty good” when the cold air hit
their suits.

They walked like knights in stiff armor
to the Freese’s building to warm up. Some
firefighters decided they would be better off
wearing the ice shell than letting it melt
through.

At about 10:20 p.m. a firefighter mounted
in the bucket of the snorkel truck trained
his hose at one of the tall stained-glass win-
dows on the building.

The blast of water did not break the win-
dow, so the firefighter tried to use a pole, to no
avail. He finally managed to break the glass
after readjusting the bucket’s position. 

BY MISTY EDGECOMB
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Whether it’s airplane
exhaust, toxic mold or a nearby
polluted stream that is making
residents of a city apartment
complex sick, the state Bureau
of Health intends to find out
what’s going on at Griffin Park.

The Bangor apartment com-
plex first made news last spring
when state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection officials
found that plane de-icer from
the nearby Bangor Internation-
al Airport and Air National
Guard base was polluting Birch
Stream. 

The small tributary of
Kenduskeag Stream runs

through Griffin Park, which is a
cluster of two-story apartment
buildings totaling 50 units.

Residents complained of nau-
sea, headaches and sinus prob-
lems, and they believed that
their symptoms were linked to
the odor rising from the pollut-
ed stream.

“We want to know if it’s safe
to live here, and that we’re not
poisoning our children every
day that we stay at Griffin
Park,” said Ann Birmingham, a
resident who has served as a
spokeswoman for her neigh-
bors, in a statement released
this week. 

To that end, state toxicolo-
gists recently held a series of

Source of Griffin Park ills sought

State probing
health issues at
Bangor complex

BY A. J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Even as law-
makers fielded criticisms from
hospital lobbyists and the elder-
ly upset over proposed budget
cuts, the Baldacci administra-
tion was preparing new changes
to a supplemental budget sub-
mitted only a week ago.

The changes are the result of
the administration’s plans to
modify several cuts to social
service programs and were not
precipitated by revenue short-
falls, said Rebecca Wyke, com-
missioner of the Department of
Administrative and Financial
Services.

She could not specify the
exact dollar impact the changes
would have on the supplemental
budget or how the administra-
tion planned to pay for them.

Meanwhile, Trish Riley, the
governor’s director of health

Hospitals, elderly decry
MaineCare reductions

Baldacci
eyes budget
cut changes

BY ANDREW NEFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The
city limits signs welcoming vis-
itors to this suburban enclave of
approximately 15,000 residents
read “Foxborough, Massachu-
setts,” but it soon becomes easy
to see why people who aren’t
from around here get confused.

As they pass those Foxbor-

ough signs, visitors also drive
by signs above and in front of
businesses such as Foxboro
Auto Supply and Foxboro Cen-
ter for Women’s and Family
Health. 

And before New England
Patriots officials finished con-
struction of the team’s world-
class facility two years ago,
many of these visitors would

Patriots hometown name:
both ‘boro’ and ‘borough’

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Old Man Winter showed no
mercy again Thursday as subze-
ro temperatures and ruthless
winds continued for what
National Weather Service mete-
orologist Tom Hawley said is
the longest cold spell he has
seen in a while.

“It’s been quite amazing,” he
said, referring to three straight
days of dangerous cold in
Maine.

With temperatures that in
many parts of the state never

reached zero, the cold snap
prompted Gov. John Baldacci to
declare a state of emergency
late Wednesday, which could
temporarily waive transporta-
tion rules and allow fuel oil
delivery drivers to work addi-
tional hours.

Baldacci’s declaration
warned that “many [fuel deliv-
ery] drivers in the state are
approaching their federal limit
on hours of operation, and may
have to cease deliveries.”

Temperatures in Maine fell to
as low as minus 31 in the morn-

ing hours Thursday — with
wind chills bottoming out at
minus 54.

The low for the state was 31
below at Ninemile Bridge in
Township 12 Range 15. It was 27
below zero in Clayton Lake and
Eustis, minus 25 in Allagash
and Rangeley, and minus 23 in
Frenchville, according to the
weather service.

Bangor’s low was minus 15,
with a wind chill approaching
40 below.

Mainers can expect the cold
to continue today. The National

Weather Service had wind chill
warnings in effect through Fri-
day morning for Maine and
New Hampshire.

The continuing deep freeze
has been difficult for many,
including one family in Ashland
that lost their home to fire. 

Some 40 firefighters from
four volunteer fire departments
battled freezing equipment in a
futile effort to save the house
Wednesday morning.

No one was hurt during the
effort to fight the fire, and fire
officials think a wood-burning

stove may have started the fire.
“We fought freezing tempera-

tures and equipment, and lost
the house,” Ashland Fire Chief
Ned LaBelle said Thursday. “It
just got colder and colder from
the time we started until we got
done.

“We had to thaw out the
equipment while we were fight-
ing the fire,” he said.

The frigid air proved to be too
much for a female student at the
University of Maine, who was
taken to Eastern Maine Medical

Bitter cold hangs on as problems mount across state 
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY STEPHEN M. KATZ 
Firefighters from Bangor and Brewer (above) are shrouded in water vapor and smoke at the scene of a blaze at the Masonic Hall on
Main Street in downtown Bangor on Thursday night. Firefighters break a window (below) in the building to get to the fire.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY LINDA COAN O'KRESIK
New England Patriots wide receiver Troy Brown stretches with the
team at Thursday afternoon practice at Gillette Stadium in
Foxboro, Mass.
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1870 Masonic building heavily damaged, cause undetermined  

Fire guts historic Bangor hall 

Eastern Paper official claims
closures will be ‘temporary’

Lincoln,
Brewer mills
to shut down  


