
BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — The family of a
pregnant woman stabbed to
death by her husband 18 months
ago reacted with anger and dis-
may on Friday when a Maine
Superior Court justice sen-
tenced the Bangor man to 50
years in prison for murder.

In emotional statements, rel-
atives of Heather Fliegelman
Sargent urged Justice E. Allen
Hunter to send Roscoe Sargent,
30, to prison for life. Prosecu-
tors also recommended a life
sentence at the hearing in
Penobscot County Superior
Court.

Hunter, however, said that
Maine case law laid out specific
circumstances in which a life
sentence could be imposed and
the Sargent case did not include
them. 

In announcing the sentence
— which could total less than 50
years factoring in good behav-
ior while Sargent is incarcerat-
ed — the justice outlined the fac-
tors he weighed in making his
decision.

“On the aggravating side, at
the top of my list is the issue of
responsibility and remorse,”
Hunter said. “I do not see
acceptance of responsibility or
remorse from the defendant,
nor do I see it in the statements
of support [from Sargent’s sis-

BY HOPE YEN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The lead-
ers of the Sept. 11 commission
reiterated their call Friday that
Congress and the president
must quickly overhaul the
nation’s intelligence agencies,
prompting a
Senate pledge
for an unusual
round of hear-
ings in August.

The White
House said it
would study
the proposals,
but gave no
timetable for
action.

“We’re in danger of just let-
ting things slide,” said former
New Jersey Gov. Thomas Kean,
a Republican who served as the

BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

While Boston’s FleetCenter
completed its transformation
into a Democrat’s dreamland
Friday, Maine delegates packed
their bags and, like thousands
of their counterparts through-
out the country, began their
descent into the Bay State.
With the
party’s
presiden-
tial tick-
et a fore-
gone
conclu-
sion and
little
strife over
the party’s plat-
form, next week’s Democratic
National Convention will be
more about destiny than drama. 

That’s fine with Leslie Har-
low, a Maine delegate for Massa-
chusetts Sen. John Kerry, who is
scheduled to accept the party’s
nomination Thursday evening.

“In terms of party unity,
we’re on the same page,” said
Harlow, one of 35 delegates from
Maine, which this year will
send 20 first-time delegates to
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Did you know?
Jerry Douglas has been described 

as the Jimi Hendrix and the
Charlie Parker of acoustic music.
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Longtime
‘Lost’
Fendler’s story lives on 

65 years after ordeal

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY GABOR DEGRE
Donn Fendler, 78, was lost for nine days on Mount
Katahdin during a family trip 65 years ago.

“Donn does a

tremendous 

service returning

to Maine 

each year to talk

to the kids.”
Buzz Caverly, Baxter State Park director
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BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Eastern Maine Health-
care soon will be a nonentity, stripped
of its authority and wholly replaced by
a more powerful and less publicly
accountable organization named East-
ern Maine Healthcare Systems.

For the past several years, the
expanding nonprofit organization —
best known as the corporate parent of
Eastern Maine Medical Center in Ban-
gor — has quietly been altering its gov-
ernance structure in the direction of a
more centralized administration and
of decreased community oversight. 

Corporate leaders maintain the
“modernized” governance structure of

the new organization reflects the
changing face of health care adminis-
tration in Maine and the rest of the
United States.

But the nonprofit organization’s
acknowledged shift away from its com-
munity roots — including fewer board
members and less community say over
their appointment — is drawing fire
from doctors and other observers who
say the changes rob citizens and board
members of their traditional oversight
and give too much power to adminis-
trators.

EMHS has been in low-profile exis-
tence since 2000, operating with a hand-
picked interim board and a preliminary
set of bylaws while EMH has continued
to function as the visible authority. 

Soon, though, EMHS will consume
EMH and emerge as the full-blown par-
ent of at least seven regional hospitals,
a community health staffing service, a
for-profit set of support services, a real
estate concern, an air ambulance serv-
ice and other subsidiaries and affiliates. 

In accordance with corporate
bylaws, board members of Eastern
Maine Medical Center, Acadia Hospital
and Eastern Maine Healthcare histori-
cally have been nominated and
approved by the parent organization’s
“corporators” — a loose-knit group of
about 500 citizens who represent the
community interest in the nonprofit
entity.

While corporators — recently
renamed “members” — rarely become

directly embroiled in governance
issues, their ability to affect the make-
up of the boards has provided a potent
check to administrators who answer to
those boards. 

But the members of the powerful
new EMHS board are selected and
approved not by the corporators but by
other board members — including
CEO and president Norman Ledwin,
who sits on the governance boards of
all member organizations as well as on
the EMHS board.

EMHS board members also are not
necessarily chosen from within mem-
ber institutions, but for their profes-
sional expertise — banking, real estate
management, information technology
and so on.

Bylaws of EMH mandate five physi-
cians on the board, but preliminary
EMHS bylaws require only one.

While corporators still will have
some say in the makeup of the EMMC
and Acadia boards, the parent board,
which is not chosen by the corporators,
has ultimate authority in all matters. 

“These changes that are taking place
come as a result of trying to streamline
the organization,” according to Irving
Kagan, who chairs both the EMH and
EMHS boards and sits on the EMMC
board. Kagan said the organization is
calling on the expertise of national
health care governance consultant
James Orlikoff, based in Chicago.

Orlikoff, recently named one of the
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BY DICK SHAW
OF THE NEWS STAFF

I
t’s 9:30 on a hot July morning and already
hordes of children, accompanied by their par-
ents, are streaming into the Bangor Public
Library. Sandwiched elbow to elbow in the
upstairs lecture hall, they erupt into applause
at 10 a.m. when the man they’ve come to see

sprints onto the stage.
“Do you think I’m Stephen King?” says Donn

Fendler with a broad smile, and instantly the ice is
broken.

“My wife and I had hoped to see 10 or 12 people
here today,” he continues, seeming
genuinely surprised by the over-
flow crowd of more than 100.

He says he’s obviously not 12
years old anymore, his age during a
certain 1939 Maine woods adventure
that made him a nationwide celebri-
ty; that he really loves to fish, and
that he lives summers in Newport
and winters in Clarksville, Tenn.,
located 47 miles northwest of Nashville.

“By the way, did I tell you that I really love to
fish?” he again tells a giggling audience, which sits
patiently through the small talk. 

Their faces, however, say they really came to hear
The Story, one they’ve already read 100 times, but
that few have heard told by the man who actually
lived it.

“What I did was pretty stupid,” Fendler says can-
didly, referring to the day, July 17, 1939, that he wan-
dered from a hiking companion on Mount Katahdin
and didn’t see another human being for nine days.

Although he insists he never thought he was
going to die, many others weren’t so sure. A search
party totaling more than 300 people began to won-
der how a Boy Scout from Rye, N.Y., could weather
storms, black flies, bears and hunger alone without
perishing.
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