
BY ALICIA ANSTEAD
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ABOARD THE BOWDOIN — The sails
were hoisted just outside Castine Harbor.
“All together: Heave!” called out Chief
Mate Billy Sabatini. Up, up, up the main-
sail rose, and the schooner Bowdoin began
her cruise Thursday from the small Revo-
lutionary-era village to Bangor.

As a training vessel for Maine Mar-
itime Academy in Castine, the Bowdoin
typically makes excursions northward.
Earlier this week, she returned from
Nova Scotia where, in colder climates,
her ice-breaking capabilities were
employed by the renowned skipper and

explorer Admiral Donald MacMillan.
This weekend, the 88-foot gaff-rigged

schooner will be docked at the Bangor
Waterfront as part of a celebration of
Maine’s maritime history at the 66th
National Folk Festi-
val. Festival-goers
will be permitted
onboard to learn
about the ship’s his-
tory and the academy
and to make dona-
tions to a scholarship
fund and the craft’s
upkeep. 

The Bowdoin hasn’t been in Bangor
since 1989, just a little over 100 years after

Bangor was the lumber capital of the
world and one of New England’s busiest
shipping ports. 

While the journey from Castine to Ban-
gor on the Penobscot River is both prehis-
toric and historic — American Indians
used it as a thoroughfare by canoe, and
American revolutionaries, including Paul
Revere, scuttled their ships along its
shores during the Penobscot Expedition in
1779 — the Bowdoin made another kind of
history on Thursday.

“This is absolutely the first time a ship
has been a part of the National Folk Festi-
val,” said Joe Wilson, executive director of
the National Council for the Traditional

Page A1    3rd edition Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black

bangornews.com FRIDAY, AUGUST 27, 2004 60 cents
FINAL EDITION

It’s what you need. To know.

U.S. women’s soccer team wins gold
by defeating Brazil in overtime C1

n 200 METERS: CRAWFORD
HEADS U.S. SWEEP C1
n BASKETBALL: MARBURY
LEADS U.S. PAST SPAIN C6

BY A.J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — A federal inves-
tigation into the state’s Migrant
Education Program could
potentially cost Maine millions
of dollars and place some edu-
cation officials behind bars.

During a Thursday morning
meeting, state Education Com-
missioner Susan Gendron told
members of the Legislature’s
Education and Cultural Affairs
Committee a U.S. inspector gen-
eral’s criminal probe of the
state’s Migrant Education Pro-
gram is still under way. She
would not speculate on when the
investigation might conclude.

The inquiry focuses on the

release of federal funds to the
state for school districts that
provided migrant student serv-
ices. Gendron said federal inves-
tigators suspect a larger num-
ber of students than actually
existed were certified as eligible
for the migrant program.

In the wake of the investiga-
tion, most educational services
for migrant children have been
frozen until the number of qual-
ifying students can be verified.
The state’s Migrant Education
Program received $4.1 million
in federal funds and served 1,999
migrant families and 9,475
migrant children in Maine
between June 1, 2002, and May
14, 2003.

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN AL-OBEIDI
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NAJAF, Iraq — Iraq’s top Shi-
ite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, made a dramatic
return to Najaf
on Thursday
and swiftly
won agree-
ment from a
rebel cleric
and the gov-
ernment to
end three weeks of fighting
between his militia and U.S.-
Iraqi forces.

The renegade Muqtada al-
Sadr accepted the proposal in a
face-to-face meeting Thursday
night with the 75-year-old al-Sis-
tani, Iraq’s most influential Shi-
ite cleric. Hours afterward, the
government also agreed to the
deal.

Al-Sistani returned to Iraq

after heart treatment in London
to intervene for the first time in
the bloody conflict, drawing
thousands of followers who
marched on Najaf and massed
on its outskirts.

In the 24 hours before al-Sis-
tani entered the holy city, more
than 90 Iraqis were killed in
fighting — including 27 killed
when mortars barraged a
mosque in neighboring Kufa,
where thousands had gathered
to march into Najaf in support
of al-Sistani’s mission.

Fighting eased after al-Sis-
tani arrived, when the U.S. mili-
tary and the Iraqi government
called a 24-hour cease-fire.

The acceptance by the young,
firebrand preacher al-Sadr —
whose militia has been battling
U.S. and Iraqi forces since Aug. 5
— doesn’t necessarily mean an
end to the crisis. He has agreed
to peace proposals before, and

they have quickly fallen apart.
But State Minister Qassim

Dawoud, announcing the
administration’s acceptance,
was optimistic.

U.S. and coalition forces will
pull out of Najaf as soon as
interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi orders them to leave,
Dawoud said.

“Brothers, we have entered
the door to peace,” he said. He
added that the government
would not try to arrest al-Sadr,
who was being sought for an
alleged role in the slaying of a
rival cleric last year.

The five-point plan called for
Najaf and Kufa to be declared
weapons-free cities, for all for-
eign forces to withdraw from
Najaf, for police to be in charge
of security, for the government
to compensate those harmed by
the fighting and for a census to

Cleric strikes Najaf peace deal
with government, al-Sadr
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BY DEBORAH TURCOTTE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ORONO — Although it is fac-
ing pressure from “pretty bru-
tal competition” to locate its
business offshore, Microdyne
Outsourcing will stay in Maine
and add 250 full-time positions
statewide by the end of the
year.

John Oakes, president of
Microdyne, made the
announcement Thursday dur-
ing a three-year anniversary
ceremony attended by at least
50 of the company’s current
600-person work force in
Orono, plus Gov. John Baldacci

and other economic develop-
ers.

The jobs will be added prima-
rily in Orono, where Microdyne
first opened in September 2001
after purchasing bankrupt
EnvisioNet Technical Support
Services, Oakes said. The other
jobs will be at a new “mini call
center” that will employ about
100 people in Portland.

If the Portland “mini call
center” is successful, Micro-
dyne plans to open a similar one
in Aroostook County.

The jobs pay more than mini-
mum wage plus incentives.

“What this does is it allows us

Firm to open Portland call center

Microdyne to add
250 in-state jobs

BY KATHERINE CASSIDY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Allen’s Blueberry Freezer of
Ellsworth has agreed to pay $1
million to Maine growers of
wild blueberries as a settlement
in a class-action lawsuit that
caused financial uncertainty in
the industry last winter.

If the Superior Court judge
who has presided over the civil
case for more than four years
approves the deal, the settle-
ment would bring to a close the

turmoil in an industry that
until last year operated on
handshakes.

“It’s good to bring this to a
conclusion because it’s been a
long time since we actually won
the case,” William Robitzek, the
Lewiston attorney who repre-
sents the growers, said Thurs-
day. “Once we get approval and
the appeals get dismissed, we
will be able to finally make dis-
tributions [to the growers].”

Allen’s and three other blue-
berry processors had been

charged with fixing prices paid
to growers for four years in the
1990s.

The smallest of the four, Mer-
rill’s Blueberry Farms of
Ellsworth, settled with the
growers for $85,000 last October,
days before the case went to a
jury trial in Knox County Supe-
rior Court.

Two other processors, Cher-
ryfield Foods Inc. of Cherry-
field and Jasper Wyman & Son
of Milbridge, were found
guilty of price-fixing along-

side Allen’s last November.
Cherryfield Foods and

Wyman’s reached post-verdict
settlements through a mediator
in February. Those were
approved by Justice Joseph
Jabar in late June. Rather than
coughing up their shares of a
$56 million judgment, Cherry-
field Foods agreed to pay grow-
ers $2.5 million and Wyman’s
agreed to pay them $1.5 million. 

Allen’s had been the lone
holdout all along, challenging

Allen’s Blueberry Freezer to pay $1M to growers to settle suit

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS 
Victoria Foley of Bangor holds a photograph 
of her son, Lance Cpl. Alexander Arredondo,
20, who was killed Tuesday in Iraq. Next to her
is one of her other sons, Brian Arredondo, 17.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KEVIN BENNETT
Flags blow in the wind below the “ice box” 66 feet above the water atop the foremast of the schooner Bowdoin as it sails Thursday 
from Castine to the 66th National Folk Festival on the Bangor Waterfront. The festival begins tonight at 5:30.
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BY DOUG KESSELI
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Rummaging through a box her son
had sent her before he shipped out for his second
tour of duty in Iraq last spring, Victoria Foley found
a watch with its date stopped on the 24th of the
month.

Months after he had sent the package, but on the
24th of this month, time ran out for Foley’s son, 20-
year-old U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Alexander Arredon-
do, who was killed near Najaf, a continued hot spot
in Iraq.

Foley, who has lived in Bangor since last fall,
learned of her son’s death Wednesday afternoon,
when two Marines and two Navy service men pulled
into her yard to bring her the bad news. Foley was not
home at the time, but when she returned later, her
son, Brian, 17, kept saying “sorry, mom; sorry, mom.”

A little later, the military officials returned.
“I ran out and I wanted to know whether he was

wounded or whether he was killed,” Foley said
Thursday.

Bangor family
mourns loss of son,
brother in Iraq
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