
Coast Guard saves
4 crewmen in raft
BY LEANNE M. ROBICHEAU
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ROCKLAND — As John Ken-
ney and his three crewmen
pulled on their survival suits
and prepared to abandon their
sinking scallop dragger in 12- to
14-foot Atlantic seas, the Rock-
land man made a split-second
decision that likely saved their
lives, he said Thursday.

He grabbed a tiny emergency
radio beacon and tied it to his
survival suit.

That beacon helped a Coast
Guard helicopter spot their life
raft two hours after they aban-
doned the Canadian Mist 32
miles southeast of Nantucket,
Mass., on Wednesday morning.

The four, suffering from mild
hypothermia, were rescued in
relatively good condition. Ken-
ney, 43, recalled the ordeal
Thursday back home in Rock-
land. “I didn’t think we were
going to make it,” he said,
standing on the Rockland Fish
Pier.

Just before jumping into the
52-degree ocean water, one of
the other men found some rope
to tie the four together “so we
wouldn’t drift apart,” he said.

The seas were so rough that
the life raft rack was ripped
from the 44-foot boat. The raft
was stuck in the rack until they
could break it free.

Kenney, owner David Oakes,
37, of Sanford and two South
Portland men, Donald Dean, 23,
and John Coolbroth, 25, wres-
tled for 45 minutes in the open
ocean to pry the raft open. After
another hour in the raft, they
were spotted and rescued.

Kenney said the Canadian
Mist got underway around 10:30
a.m. Tuesday from a Province-
town dock, bound for open
waters along the inner bank of
Georges Bank off Nantucket 

They steamed about 12 hours
to the fishing grounds and had
hauled in 360 pounds of scallops
by 8 a.m. Wednesday.

Then the southeast wind
shifted unexpectedly to the
northwest.

“Instantly, it turned like the
drop of a hat,” he said. “It came
out of nowhere.”

The wind started to blow at 40
to 45 knots and the seas kicked

up to 12 to 14 feet. Kenney
described it as “a nasty nor’west
wind.”

The crew started heading in

about 9:30 a.m., but the waves
began crashing over the bow,
filling the stern.

They pulled the pen boards

out to open the back of the stern
so water would wash out, but it
wouldn’t. The boat kept taking
on water.

The crew began “throwing
stuff ” out of the boat to lighten
the load, he said.

“I put the [engine] full throt-
tle, hoping it would wash the
water off the deck,” Kenney
said. But “with the seas, there
was no coming clear of it. … We
put a mayday out and that was
it,” he said.

There was barely enough
time to do that. “It dropped
right out from under us,” Ken-
ney said, and the boat sank
within 10 minutes or so after
waves starting overtaking the
wooden vessel.

“We had to abandon the
boat,” he said.

By grabbing the radio bea-
con, Kenney figured the device
at least would lead rescuers to
his body.

After an hour in the raft, the
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BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Two days after voters soundly
rejected her plan to cap proper-
ty taxes in Maine, Carol Palesky
announced her Maine Taxpay-
ers Action Network would intro-
duce a “slightly more moder-
ate” version of the 1 percent tax
cap in time for the November
2005 election.

Palesky, a 64-year-old account-
ant from Topsham and perhaps

the state’s most persistent tax
reform advocate, said Thursday
the decision to undertake anoth-
er referendum
drive arose out
of a Wednes-
day night con-
ference call
with MTAN
board mem-
bers. 

“We’ve rejuvenated,” Palesky
said, contending that since the
cap’s Tuesday defeat, she and

her seven fellow board members
have fielded “hundreds of tele-
phone calls and e-mails” asking
them to put the matter back to
voters next year.

But if history is any indica-
tion, Palesky and her group face
a difficult task in launching
such a citizen initiative, ana-
lysts say, and even more trouble
getting voters to support it.

“My suggestion to losing can-
didates and losing causes is to
take a deep breath and take a

couple weeks off,” said Christ-
ian Potholm, a political scien-
tist at Bowdoin College. “In the
harsh light of day, when you’ve
just been crushed, it’s not the
best time to start something —
slightly modified or not — that
would undoubtedly meet the
same fate.”

When the polls closed Tues-
day, 63 percent of Maine voters
had rejected Palesky’s tax cap
plan, fashioned after Califor-

Palesky vows to retool tax cap 

BY TERENCE HUNT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Contend-
ing Americans have embraced
his conservative agenda, Presi-
dent Bush pledged Thursday to
aggressively pursue major
changes in Social Security, the
tax code and medical malprac-
tice awards, working with
Democrats if they are receptive
and leaving them behind if
they’re not.

“I earned capital in the cam-
paign, political capital, and now
I intend to spend it,” Bush said a
day after a decisive victory that
made him the first president in
68 years to win re-election and
gain seats in both the House and
Senate.

“I’ll reach out to everyone
who shares our goals,” said
Bush, who 24 hours earlier had
promised to try to win over
those who voted for his Democ-
ratic opponent.

Buoyant and relaxed on
Thursday, Bush cracked jokes at
his first postelection news con-
ference and said he had not
decided on any changes in his
Cabinet for the second term. He
took congratulatory calls from
world leaders from Russia,

Poland, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Israel and Italy before flying to
Camp David for four days of
rest after the grueling cam-
paign.

As U.S. forces in Iraq mobi-
lize for an all-out offensive in
Fallujah and other Sunni mili-
tant strongholds, the president
refused to say how much the
war would cost or whether he
planned to increase or cut troop
strengths. “I have yet to hear
from our commanders on the
ground that they need more

BY LARA SUKHTIAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLAMART, France — Yasser
Arafat reportedly was fighting
for his life Thursday at a French
military hospital after losing
consciousness, as anxious
Palestinian officials transferred
some of their 75-year-old
leader’s powers to Prime Minis-
ter Ahmed Qureia.

Doctors at Percy Military

Training Hospital outside Paris,
where Arafat was airlifted last
Friday after more than two
years of confinement in the
West Bank, quashed a swirl of
reports that he had died. But the
French doctors would not say
much else, and confusion ruled
as Palestinians issued conflict-
ing reports about Arafat’s con-
dition and how close to death he
was.

As Arafat fights for his life,
power shifts to prime minister

BY TINI TRAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Insur-
gents attacked British troops at
a checkpoint in central Iraq on
Thursday, killing three and
wounding eight in a suicide
bomb and mortar barrage
aimed at soldiers sent to the
high-risk area to free U.S. forces
for an assault on the militant
stronghold Fallujah.

U.S. troops pounded Fallujah

with airstrikes and artillery
fire, softening up militants
ahead of the expected assault.

L o u d s p e a k -
ers at Fallu-
jah mosques
blared out
Quranic vers-
es and shouts
of “Allahu
akbar,” or

“God is great,” during the
assault, residents said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA HENNINGS/U.S. COAST GUARD
David Oakes, 37, of Sanford is examined Wednesday by Coast
Guard medical personnel on Cape Cod. Oakes and three fellow
fishermen were rescued Wednesday after their boat sank in high
seas. Oakes was the owner of the Canadian Mist. He and the 
others suffered from mild hypothermia.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS 
Fisherman John Kenney, 43, of Rockland describes Wednesday’s rescue of the four-man crew aboard
the Canadian Mist, a 44-foot scallop dragger that sank off Nantucket. Kenney, speaking at the 
Rockland Fish Pier on Thursday, said the men tied themselves together with rope to keep from 
drifting apart in the water.

Yasser Arafat

AP PHOTO
President Bush answers a ques-
tion during a press conference
Thursday at the Eisenhower
Executive Office Building.
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BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — A year to the day
after Maine voters authorized
slot machines for the state’s
commercial harness racing
tracks, the Maine Gambling
Control Board on Thursday
unanimously agreed to grant a
conditional gaming license to
Penn National Gaming Inc., the
designated developer of the
state’s first racetrack casino.

Penn National, the parent
company of Bangor Historic
Track, is seeking permission to
install up to 1,500 slot machines
in the $75 million racino it plans
to build at Bangor Raceway, the
only venue in Maine that has
the needed local and state
approval.

A state gaming license is one
of two permits Penn needs. The
other, a state harness racing
license, was granted last month
by the Maine Harness Racing
Commission.

“This is an important step for
Penn National, the city of Ban-
gor and the gambling control
board,” said George McHale of

Orrington, who heads both the
racing panel and gambling
board.

“We’re now regulators,” he
said. “They [Penn National]
were a potential applicant. Now
we’re in essence regulating
them.”

Penn National submitted an
application for a slots operator’s
license, along with a nonrefund-
able $200,000 application fee,
shortly after it received a per-
manent harness racing license
from the Maine Harness Racing
Commission on Oct. 14.

The conditions on its license
are that Penn not operate slot
machines until it receives a per-
manent, unconditioned license,
which won’t occur until Penn
submits a complete application. 

That won’t occur until the
Legislature closes a loophole
that prevents the state from
keeping confidential certain
sensitive proprietary and per-
sonal information about the
Pennsylvania-based corpora-
tion and its key employees.

As an interim step, Penn sub-
mitted a redacted corporate

Bangor’s racino
one step closer 
to 2006 opening
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