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SANTIAGO, Chile — President Bush, trying to
mend relations with Latin America, pledged Sun-
day to make a fresh push for stalled immigration
reforms and defended the U.S. invasion of Iraq,
saying that “history will prove it right.”

While the Iraq war is widely opposed in Latin
America, Bush said, “The United States of Amer-
ica will stay the course and we will complete the
task.”

Immigration is a sensitive issue throughout
the region and Bush said his proposed guest
worker initiative would strengthen border securi-
ty and help the economy.

“We would much rather have security guards
chasing down terrorists or drug runners or drug
smugglers than people coming to work,” Bush
said at an economic summit here. “And so, there-
fore, I think a guest worker program is impor-
tant.”

Winding up a three-day visit, Bush spoke at a
news conference as a new security flap surfaced
after an embarrassing fracas on Saturday in
which Bush intervened and pulled his Secret Ser-
vice agent away from Chilean guards. An elabo-
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DEWITT, N.Y. — Fred Hale
Sr., a Maine native recognized
as the world’s oldest man, died
Friday. He was 113 years old.

Hale died in his sleep at The
Nottingham in suburban Syra-
cuse while trying to recover
from a bout of pneumonia, said
his grandson, Fred Hale III. He
was 12 days shy of his 114th
birthday.

Born Dec. 1, 1890, Hale last
month watched his lifelong

favorite baseball team, the
Boston Red Sox, win the World
Series again after 86 years.

Hale retired in 1957 as a rail-
road postal worker and beekeep-
er, his grandson said. He
enjoyed gardening, canning
fruits and vegetables and mak-
ing homemade applesauce.

“He had a routine and he
rarely broke it because anyone
else was around,” Hale III told
The Post-Standard of Syracuse.
“He didn’t need a lot to be happy.”
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BANGOR — Two Moroccan
men were transported to Massa-
chusetts on Sunday after a flight
from Paris bound for Washing-
ton, D.C., was diverted to Ban-
gor International Airport when
officials determined one of the
men was on the U.S. no-fly list.

Air France Flight 026 was
diverted to Bangor on Saturday
night and the men were removed
from the plane and held at the
Penobscot County Jail.

In September, a United Air-
lines London to Washington
flight was diverted to BIA after
officials discovered a passenger
— Yusuf Islam, the singer for-
merly known as Cat Stevens —
was on the no-fly list. He, too,
was jailed in Bangor briefly
before being transported to
Massachusetts and later sent
back to England.

On Sunday, officials were
investigating why the Air
France passenger was allowed
to board the plane in Paris. The

other Moroccan man detained
was traveling with the banned
passenger.

“They are en route from
Maine to Massachusetts, where
they’ll be temporarily detained
while we make arrangements
for their travel back out of the
U.S.,” said Paula Grenier,
spokeswoman for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement.
“That should happen within the
next couple of days.”

Customs officials did not

2 Moroccan men detained after one is determined to be on U.S. no-fly list
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BY RUTH-ELLEN COHEN
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S
even years after losing
accreditation, Searsport
District High School is
back on top, poised to
become a model of cut-

ting-edge educational reform.
“We’re like a phoenix that

has risen from the ashes,” said
Principal Gregg Palmer.

The school, which lost
accreditation in 1997 because of
a crumbling facility, also under-
went a rapid turnover of super-
intendents at the same time.
School spirit plummeted.

But all that has changed.
Accreditation was restored

last June, thanks to a success-

ful community effort that
resulted in the school’s renova-
tion and expansion.

Along the way, the school’s
academic program was reevalu-
ated, thanks in part to a five-
year, $400,000 Great Maine
Schools grant the school
received last year.

“We’re really pushing the
envelope,” Palmer said recently
as he listed the innovative
changes that are in the works
or already in place, aiming to
increase community involve-
ment, make learning more rele-
vant and help students be suc-
cessful after graduation.

The school, which serves 275
students from the SAD 56 mem-

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — A task force is recom-
mending Maine build a new public safe-
ty communications system to meet fed-
eral requirements and replace an anti-
quated system that does not allow all
first responders in the state to communi-
cate in an emergency.

“It’s probably going to cost $40 million
to $50 million, maybe a little more than
$50 million,” said Richard Thompson,
the state’s chief information officer. The
money won’t have to be raised all at once,
however, and completing the system will

likely take several years, he said.
The new system would require new

communications towers to be erected
around the state and some new equip-

ment for interconnections. It also would
set a statewide standard for equipment
and use computer-controlled “trunking”
technology to maximize the efficient use

of communication frequencies. The
VHF narrow band system would allow
use of some existing towers and some of
the existing interconnections that can be
upgraded.

Public Safety Commissioner Michael
Cantara said right now there are places
in Maine where emergency personnel
cannot reliably communicate with other
first responders. He said the proposed
system would have a number of frequen-
cies available to allow critical communi-
cation in any emergency.

“The equipment we have now is over
30 years old, and we can’t even get
replacement parts for some of it,” he

said. “We have to do this. It’s like when a
homeowner has their furnace go, you
have no choice but to replace it.”

Thompson chaired the state of Maine
Radio Network Board that Gov. John Bal-
dacci created last year to recommend
how to meet the state’s need for an inter-
operable communications system for
public safety and homeland security
needs.

“This proposal is a lot less expensive
than some of the other proposals,”
Thompson said. 

A study done in 2003 for the Maine
State Police listed several options for

BY MARY CURTIUS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON — Defying
their leadership and direct
appeals from President Bush
and Vice President Dick Cheney,
two powerful House Republi-
cans on Saturday blocked intel-
ligence reform legislation that
would put a single director in
charge of the nation’s spy agen-
cies.

Passage of the legislation,
which would have implemented
recommendations from the
Sept. 11 commission, had
appeared likely earlier in the
day. Commission members and
families of the victims of the
terrorist attacks reacted with
frustration and outrage at the
reversal.

The prospects of reviving the
bill appeared uncertain Sunday.

Hours after House and Senate
negotiators said they had a deal,
House Speaker J. Dennis
Hastert, R-Ill., said he was
unable to persuade Armed Ser-
vices Committee Chairman
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS 
Bucksport High School wide receiver John Harvey is hoisted into the air by his teammates after the Golden Bucks defeated Jay High School for the 
Class C football title at Fitzpatrick Stadium in Portland on Saturday. Story on Page C1.

Bucksport’s Golden Moment
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Nathaniel
Seekins, 17,
a senior at 
Searsport 
District High
School,
prepares a
prerecorded
curtain
speech for 
the school’s
production 
of “Newsies.”
Seekins 
participates in
the school’s
Performance
Accountable
Resource
Center 
program with
the help of
education
grants.
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New communications system proposed

Once-foundering Searsport High School restores its quality,
spirit thanks to community involvement, state grant
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