
BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PORTLAND — So far, so good
is how the Most Rev. Richard J.
Malone, bishop of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Portland,
assessed his first eight months
on the job. However, work
released by the evangelization
planning committee he appoint-
ed has spurred speculation
about churches closing.

Since his installation on

March 31 as the 11th bishop of
Maine, he has
visited every
parish and put
22,000 miles on
his car. In his
office in the
Chancery in
Portland, Mal-
one, 58, recent-
ly discussed the
challenges fac-
ing the diocese
and the state’s 218,000 Catholics.

“I’m discovering the many
challenges that are on my desk
as bishop. Also, I’m discovering
the wonderful people and
resources that we have in the
diocese to meet them,” he said.

“What drives me is this —
Jesus Christ has given a mis-
sion to us to carry out in the
world,” he said. “It has many
dimensions to it. My job as bish-
op, working with other people,
is to make sure we have our
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Holiday shoppers rush area stores in wee Friday morning hours

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY LINDA COAN O’KRESIK
Karen Manning of Sullivan grabs several Dora the Explorer dolls and takes off for her next item at the Bangor Wal-Mart shortly after the doors opened on
“Black Friday.”

Shoppers line up outside Target in Bangor early in the morning to
pick up sale items offered on “Black Friday.”

Hot
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Cold Weather,

Malone

BY NOK-NOI HAUGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

So you’ve got a shiny new all-
terrain vehicle and you’re dying
to hit the trails to enjoy Maine’s
tough terrain and invigorating
weather.

While you’re out there rum-
bling over rocks and hills, you
better know whose land you’re
on or you may end up with a
fine.

If you decide to cross that

sparkling little stream, you’ll
get another fine.

If you see a Maine warden
waving you over, the last thing
you should do is take off. If
caught, you could face another
fine and lose your ATV as well
as your fishing or hunting
licenses.

After years of complaints
about ATV operators causing
ruts and other damage to pri-
vately owned land, the state has
responded by enacting tough

new ATV laws that took effect
Sept. 1.

The new measures give teeth
to a requirement that riders ask
permission before using a trail,
especially if the trail passes
through cropland, pasture or an
orchard.

State officials say the new leg-
islation gives property owners a
better tool to prevent destruc-
tion of their property and
encourages riders to join clubs,
expand the number of ATV-des-

ignated trails and boost
tourism.

ATV riders are saying that
for the most part the laws do not
affect them.

The measures obligate ATV
operators to get permission
from every landowner on every
trail they ride, said Paul
Jacques, deputy commissioner
of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife.

“It was always against the
law to operate a motor vehicle

on the land of another without
permission, but what we did
was break it down to areas,”
Jacques said. “For croplands,
pastures and working orchards,
you need written permission,
and oral permission is required
for all others unless they are
ATV-marked trails.”

But that’s not the way every-
body reads the new legislation.

Some riders and businesses
associated with the four-wheel-
er industry say the laws will not

affect riders unless they come
across land that is marked with
signs that prohibit access.

“It’s assumed you have per-
mission unless it’s posted that
you cannot,” said Kurt Thomas
of Bangor Motor Sports. “If
[property owners] don’t want
ATVs, they’ll mark it.”

Jim Lane, an official with
ATV Maine, a statewide organi-
zation and advocate for ATV rid-
ers and clubs, disagrees.

New ATV laws require landowner permission

BY DEBORAH TURCOTTE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Standing in bitter cold weath-
er early Friday morning,
Bangor-area shoppers had
two things on their minds:

hot bargains and hotter coffee.
Thousands got their deals when

stores started opening at 5 a.m.
Dunkin’ Donuts on Hogan Road

began serving coffee at 4:30 a.m., but
many of the nearby shoppers, some

in line for three hours at that point,
didn’t want to leave their posts. The
lure of “huge amounts off ” was more
tempting than having a hot cup in
their hands spreading warmth over
their chilled fingers.

A unique kind of person leaves the
comforts of their home just hours
after devouring Thanksgiving dinner
to stand in the darkness and stare at
the locked glass doors of large retail
stores. For most shoppers, their last
cup of coffee was gulped just before

leaving home, and at the stores the
bathrooms aren’t open either.

Some early risers call themselves
“lunatics” for loving the thrill of sav-
ing money while most people in their
right minds are still at home sleep-
ing.

“We have to be crazy to be out here
on this nice hot summer morning,”
said Raylene Connor of Searsport,
who along with friend Julie O’Brien
of Searsport were No. 4 and 5 in line
at Wal-Mart shortly after 2 a.m. Hun-

dreds eventually trailed behind them
through the parking lot, waiting for
the doors to open at 6 a.m.

“We just think of someplace tropi-
cal,” added Lisa Hawksley of Buck-
sport. She was second in line after
Angela Spencer of Hudson and
before friend Sonya Lagross of Ban-
gor.

Before the Wal-Mart shoppers
queued up, six friends huddled at 1:30
a.m. in front of Best Buy awaiting

BY JULIET EILPERIN
THE WASHINGTON POST

OMAHA, Neb. — As a toddler,
Elam Jacob used to cling to one of
the front windows in his house to
watch his father, Cory, leave for
work. At the end of the day, Elam
would climb back onto the sill to
await his father’s return, giggling
as Dad came up the steps.

Unbeknown to his parents,

Elam was inhaling lead-laced
dust blowing in from outside,
the legacy of a defunct smelter
dating to 1871 and a handful of
smaller industrial operations in
town. After the 13-month-old,
who had learned eight words,
lost the ability to talk in 2001
and became hyperactive, his
mother, Heidi, found a descrip-
tion of lead poisoning on the

Cleanup of Superfund sites
delayed by lack of funding

BY ROBERT H. REID
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Leading
Iraqi politicians called Friday
for a six-month delay in the Jan.
30 election because of the spi-
raling violence as U.S. forces
uncovered more bodies in the
northern city of Mosul, appar-
ent victims of an intimidation
campaign by insurgents against
Iraq’s fledgling security forces.

Asked about their demand for
the election to be postponed,
President George W. Bush, at
his vacation home in Texas,
said, “The Iraqi Election Com-
mission has scheduled elections
in January, and I would hope
they’d go forward in January.”

But the country’s deputy
prime minister told an audience
Friday in Wales that sticking to
the election timetable would be
difficult because of the security
crisis.

As a sign of the worsening sit-
uation, authorities also con-
firmed four Nepalese guards
were killed and 12 others wound-
ed in a rocket attack Thursday on
their camp in Baghdad’s Green
Zone. Strong explosions were
heard Friday night from the out-
skirts of the embattled capital.

Leading politicians
cite security worries

Iraqis
seek delay
in Jan. 30
election

Bishop discusses direction of diocese
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