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AUGUSTA — Maine’s business community is
concerned with many provisions that were and
were not included in Gov. John Baldacci’s pro-
posed $5.7 billion two-year budget plan.

“We are pleased with some of the items in the
budget, like investments in economic develop-
ment,” said Chris Hall, vice president of the
Maine State Chamber of Commerce. “But, yes, we
have concerns with some items
in the budget and some things
not in the budget.”

A major concern, according to
Hall and other leaders of busi-
ness groups, is Maine’s failure to
conform many state tax codes
with federal tax changes. In the
last few years, Congress has passed several tax
cuts affecting the business community, but Maine
has rejected most to prevent losing the revenue.

“Maine businesses are keeping two sets of
books, and they are not telling a pretty story,” he
said. Companies that are “paying these taxes in
Maine that they are not paying elsewhere are
keenly aware they are paying more here. It’s like
underlining the difference and adding an excla-
mation point.”

In a recent briefing on the budget, Finance
Commissioner Becky Wyke said the state has not
been able to afford the tax breaks passed by Con-
gress. She said the breaks were “generous” and
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BANGOR — April Belyea, a
Caribou educator, was cha-
grined recently to discover that
a university course she needed
to teach special education was
filled. 

Her problem was solved after
Dave Ouellette, director of the
new Regional Teacher Develop-
ment Center in Aroostook
County, requested that more stu-

dents be admitted to the Univer-
sity of Maine at Presque Isle
class.

“He’s the middleman,” she
said.

Since late last summer when
the center was created on the
Presque Isle campus, Ouellette
has been helping area educators
get the courses they need to con-
tinue teaching. Many educators
are suddenly finding them-
selves having to take a variety of
classes to meet new teaching

requirements mandated by
state and federal regulations.

Other teachers also may need
special courses to remain certi-
fied to teach or to be able to
teach new subjects. Belyea has a
bachelor’s degree in elementary
education but decided she want-
ed to teach special education.
She has been teaching special
education with a temporary
license while she amasses the
necessary credits to be fully cer-
tified.

The new Presque Isle-based
center is one of three in the
state recently developed
through a partnership among
local schools, the University of
Maine System and the Maine
Department of Education. The
goal is to help connect teachers
who need to meet specific
requirements with the universi-
ties and education officials who
can provide the training.

Such a task is not as easy as it
sounds, particularly in rural

areas far from a college or uni-
versity. Also, some classes may
not be available at a particular
campus that semester or even
that year. Another problem is
that some of the education
classes might be offered for tra-
ditional students and available
only during the day when teach-
ers are working.

Ouellette, a former Caribou
High School principal, has
helped solve some of those prob-

Regional centers help teachers stay in the game
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GLENBURN — A man was struck
and killed by a plow truck early
Thursday morning while doing a
good deed for his elderly neighbor.

Frank Leighton, 70, died at the side
of Route 15 after he was hit by a pri-
vate plow truck while picking up Lor-
raine McLaughlin’s newspaper and
mail. 

Leighton had just finished plowing
McLaughlin’s driveway, which he had
done for 25 years, when he crossed the
slippery road on foot to her mailbox.

He was returning to the other side of
the road when the accident occurred.

The Glenburn man was hit about
6:30 a.m. by a red GMC truck with an

attached yellow plow driven by Chris
Jackson, 44, of Hudson. 

“He was the best neighbor that we
ever had,” a shaken McLaughlin said

Thursday afternoon. “It’s so sad this
had to happen.”

Road and visibility conditions were
both poor at the time of the accident,
Trooper David Yankowsky of the
Maine State Police said later Thurs-
day. 

“It was very slushy and snow-cov-
ered. It was very slippery,” he said.
“Visibility wasn’t that great.” The
officer didn’t know whether Jackson
had his headlights on. 

Jackson, who works for Steven
Dunn of Kenduskeag, had begun his
night plowing shift at 1 a.m. Thursday.

Plow truck hits, kills Glenburn man in road

BY JOEL ACHENBACH
THE WASHINGTON POST

Every single mammal learns from an early age
that we used to get gobbled up by dinosaurs, that
we were just a meaty little snack for the truly
important animals of the Mesozoic, that we were
small and meek and pathetic and cringing and
whimpering and sniveling, locked into an
extremely marginal evolutionary niche marked
“Losers.”

It’s part of our mammalian heritage to pass

Dinosaur eater found,
revises animal history
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BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — Health
officials plan to go door to door and tent
to tent with mosquito-killing spray guns
beginning Friday to head off a looming
threat that one expert says could kill
100,000 more people around the tsunami
disaster zone: malaria.

The devastation and heavy rains are
creating conditions for the largest area
of mosquito breeding sites Indonesia
has ever seen, said the head of the aid
group anchoring the anti-malaria cam-
paign on Sumatra island. The pools of
salt water created by the Dec. 26 tsunami
have been diluted by seasonal rains into
a brackish water that mosquitoes love.

While the threat of cholera and dysen-
tery outbreaks is diminishing by the day
because clean water is increasingly get-
ting to tsunami survivors, the danger of
malaria and dengue fever epidemics is
increasing, said Richard Allan, director
of the Mentor Initiative, a public health
group that fights malaria epidemics.

The death toll from the earthquake
and tsunami has topped 157,000 across 11
countries after Indonesia added nearly
4,000 more to its tally. Allan warned that
an outbreak of malaria could take an
additional 100,000 lives around the Indi-
an Ocean if authorities don’t act quickly.

“The combination of the tsunami and
the rains are creating the largest single
set of [mosquito] breeding sites that

Rains, threat of malaria
add to Indonesia’s misery 

BY DOUG STRUCK
THE WASHINGTON POST

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Gunmen
killed an aide to Iraq’s top Shiite
Muslim cleric, intensifying the
threat of a violent sectarian
split with the approach of
national elections that political
leaders are struggling to sal-
vage.

Sheik Mahmoud Madaeni
was walking back from evening
prayers Wednesday night near
his home 12 miles southeast of
Baghdad when the gunmen
opened fire, according to his col-

leagues. The
fusillade killed
him, his son
and four men
identified as
bodyguards.

M a d a e n i
was a local rep-

resentative of Grand Ayatollah
Ali Sistani, Iraq’s most senior
Shiite cleric, who supports the
planned Jan. 30 National
Assembly elections. Sistani’s
office confirmed the killing but
said little about it Thursday.

Madaeni’s killing was the lat-
est in a series of attacks on Shi-
ite and Sunni clerics that
appear to be intended to set the
two branches of Islam against
each other and could disrupt the
balloting.

Sistani, as spiritual guide of
much of Iraq’s Shiite majority,
has been an ardent supporter of
the elections and has urged that
they be held on schedule. But
Iraqi Sunnis, many of whose
leaders are wary of seeing the
long-repressed Shiites take polit-
ical power, have pressed for a
delay because continuing vio-
lence in Sunni-populated areas
will likely keep voters away from
the polls and further increase
the Shiites’ electoral gains.
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Equipped with snowboard and sled, two bundled-up friends race their shadows uphill to squeeze in a few more rides
before sunset on the slopes off Thirteenth Street in Bangor this week. Sledding has long been a fun wintertime 
tradition, but caution is urged: Even on city-owned property, liability belongs to the participants. Story on Page B4.
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Glenna
Burleigh 
(in white 
jacket) talks
with funeral
home staff at
the scene on
Route 15 in
Glenburn
where her
father, Frank
Leighton, was
struck by a
plow truck
and killed
early Thursday
morning as he
was getting
mail and a
newspaper 
for an elderly
neighbor.
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“He was the best neighbor
that we ever had.”

Lorraine McLaughlin


