
BY KATHERINE CASSIDY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

S
trange perspective, Ordman
Alley had Thursday evening.

He could have been watching
the Eastern Maine Class D
Boys Basketball Tournament
from his usual seat on the

floor, as the longtime coach of the Jone-
sport-Beals High School team.

But this time he was watching from
the second tier of bleachers at the Ban-
gor Auditorium. His son and 8-year-old
grandson sat with him.

Felt funny, he admitted. Then he
paused before taking on The Question.

Coming back for another year, coach? 
“I haven’t made up my mind,” Alley

said. “I’m just going to leave it open and
see what happens. 

“They say I’ve paid my dues. I’ve
enjoyed it, I’ve seen the good with the
bad. Heartbreaks and heaven.”

Alley glanced at his son Troy, as if
the two have been through a lot togeth-
er.

They have. All of Jonesport and
Beals, twin towns on the Washington
County waterfront, know that. So do

most of the 2,000 fans who filled the
auditorium Thursday for the tourna-
ment’s semifinal game. He couldn’t get
to his seat up high without hearing a
few times, “You own this place, Ordie.”

Ordie Alley, 62, is one of Maine’s bas-
ketball institutions. Banners in Bangor
in years past have proclaimed, “Wel-
come to the Orditorium.”

He has coached for 39 seasons. His
teams have appeared in the Eastern
Maine tournament 30 or 34 of those
years, he said — he can’t recall for cer-
tain.

BY BRIAN MURPHY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul II munched
on cookies Friday and jotted messages to an aide
about his condition as he recovered from surgery
to ease another breathing crisis.

The Vatican took pains to emphasize the posi-
tive: The 84-year-old pope was breathing on his
own, showed no signs of pneumonia and ate a
breakfast that included coffee with milk, yogurt
and 10 small cookies.

But other descriptions were impossible to

Tracheotomy limits pontiff ’s speech

Pope communicates
with written notes 

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — A state lawmak-
er is trying to ban the use in
Maine of a new technology that
allows people to inhale alcohol
rather than drink it.

“We don’t need this in
Maine,” said Rep. Mark Bryant,
D-Windham, of the vaporizing
alcohol machine which has
been called a party toy by some
and a dangerous device by oth-
ers.

“I learned about this machine
on the Internet and I was very
concerned,” he said Friday. “I
have three boys in college — my
baby is 19. I don’t want to see
them have access to this sort of
stuff.

“We have to stop it before it
starts,” said Bryant, who is
sponsoring a bill, not yet print-
ed, that would ban the sale and
use of the machines in Maine.

The vaporizer is called
AWOL, for “Alcohol With Out

Legislator seeks to ban
inhaled-alcohol devices

BY A.J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — As the Legislature’s Appropriations
Committee prepared Friday to take up the governor’s
$5.7 billion budget, it was becoming increasingly clear
that his proposed lottery sell-off was losing support.

Gov. John E. Baldacci has proposed selling $400 mil-
lion in lottery revenues over the next 10 years to the
Maine State Retirement System for an upfront payment
of $250 million to help balance the state’s two-year
budget. The administration has suggested the deal
would be a good proposal for the retirement system
since the projected lottery revenues would generate a
higher return than the agency’s other investments.

Republicans in the House and Senate lined up
against the plan earlier this year, claiming the gover-
nor was “mortgaging our children’s future” by cutting
off a reliable revenue stream. This week, dissent
spread to the governor’s own Democratic Party after

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Since 1997, when the virus that causes avian influen-
za first was reported to have crossed from birds to
humans, fewer than 200 human cases have been con-
firmed worldwide. Reports of human cases have
increased in the past three years, however, and the dis-
ease has spread far beyond the virus’s presumed ori-
gins in China and Southeast Asia to Europe and North
America. 

In this country, individual cases of bird flu have
been confirmed in humans in Virginia and New
York. 

Up until now, it is believed, avian flu has been passed
to humans only through direct contact with affected
birds. But in an alert to public health officials in Maine
and across the nation earlier this month, the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for the first
time said it is investigating several cases of “probable”

BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Setting up a fight with
social conservatives, Gov. John Baldac-
ci on Friday submitted a gay rights bill
he said would, besides prohibit dis-
crimination against gays and lesbians,
improve Maine’s economy. 

“In our state we treat people the way
we want to be treated,” Baldacci told a
morning meeting of business leaders
in Bangor, where he announced the
bill’s filing. “It’s not special rights,
we’re just giving people equal rights.”

The bill would amend the Maine
Human Rights Act to add sexual orien-

tation as a class pro-
tected against dis-
crimination in
employment, housing
and education. Race,
gender, religion, age,
and physical and
mental disabilities
are among the pro-
tected classes already
in the act.

Baldacci’s choice of venue for the
announcement was atypical by design,

his aides said, with the Action Com-
mittee of 50 meeting at Husson College
in Bangor providing a chance to look
beyond the obvious social impacts of
the law and explore its economic
advantages. The governor said Friday
the new law would attract workers and
better position Maine as a welcoming
and tolerant state.

Support for gay rights has been
mixed in Maine over the years. In 1995,
voters rejected an anti-gay rights ini-
tiative. Two years later, they repealed a
law extending civil rights protections
to homosexuals. In 2000, voters rejected

a second attempt to add gays and les-
bians to the list of protected classes.

The Christian Civic League of
Maine has been involved in all of those
political fights, which many pundits
rank among the state’s most emotional
and divisive of the past decade.

Michael Heath, the league’s director,
on Friday repeated his group’s inten-
tions to defeat the bill in the Legisla-
ture and at least ask that the matter go
back before voters. 

As it stands, Baldacci’s bill would
not require voter approval at referen-
dum.

Should lawmakers pass the measure
as written, Heath promised a swift
repeal effort. 

“It’s pure unadulterated elitism
given the history of this issue,” Health
said of Baldacci’s preference to let the
Legislature settle the matter.

But Betsy Smith, executive director
of Equality Maine, said the Legisla-
ture is the most effective setting to
decide the bill’s fate.

“That’s their job, to study these
bills,” said Smith, adding she was
thrilled with its reintroduction. “They

Long fight predicted on Gov. Baldacci’s gay rights bill
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High School Tournament Action: Dexter boys vs. Penquis, Dexter girls vs. Calais in Class C finals D1

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KEVIN BENNETT
“Play with your hearts, boys. Play with your hearts,” Jonesport-Beals basketball head coach Ordie Alley says as his team takes to the
floor of the Bangor Auditorium last Monday night for the Class D quarterfinal game against Lee Academy.

Beloved basketball coach Ordie Alley unsure about a 40th season

A woman
prays with 
a rosary and 
a photo of
Pope John
Paul II in a
chapel in
Naples’
Quartieri
Spagnoli 
district in
southern 
Italy on 
Friday.
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