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WASHINGTON — The Outer
Banks. Myrtle Beach. The
Hamptons.

These summer tourist hot
spots promise fun, relaxation
and something much less
appealing: a lot of traffic con-
gestion getting there.

They’re three of 25 scenic
travel destinations with the
worst summer traffic tie-ups,
according to a report released
Thursday by three vehicular-
transportation advocacy
groups.

“Many of us will spend the
beginning and end of our trips
in traffic comparable to or heav-
ier than our everyday com-
mutes,” Greg Cohen, president
and chief executive officer of
the American Highway Users
Alliance, said at a news confer-
ence Thursday. He was joined by
representatives of the automo-
bile club AAA and TRIP, a non-
profit transportation organiza-
tion. The groups are using the
report to urge Congress to pass
a long-overdue transportation
bill.
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Report identifies tourist areas
with the worst summer traffic
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AND KATHERINE SHRADER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The vast
majority of suicide attackers in
Iraq are thought to be foreign-
ers — mostly Saudis and other
Gulf Arabs — and the trend has
become more pronounced this
year with North Africans also
streaming in to carry out deadly

missions, U.S. and Iraqi officials
say.

The bombers are recruited
from Sunni communities, smug-
gled into Iraq from Syria after
receiving religious indoctrina-
tion, and then quickly bundled
into cars or strapped with explo-
sive vests and sent to their
deaths, the officials told The
Associated Press. The young
men are not so much fighters as

human bombs — a relatively
small but deadly component of
the Iraqi insurgency.

“The foreign fighters are the
ones that most often are behind
the wheel of suicide car bombs,
or most often behind any sui-
cide situation,” said U.S. Air
Force Brig. Gen. Don Alston,
spokesman for the Multination-
al Force in Iraq.

Officials have long believed

that non-Iraqis infiltrating the
country through its porous bor-
ders with Syria, Iran and Saudi
Arabia were behind most sui-
cide missions, and the wave of
bloody strikes in recent months
has confirmed that thinking.

Authorities have found little
evidence that Iraqis have been
behind the near-daily stream of
suicide attacks over the past six
months, U.S. and Iraqi intelli-

gence officials said, speaking on
condition of anonymity
because of the subject’s sensi-
tivity.

There have been a few excep-
tions.

On election day Jan. 30, a
mentally handicapped Iraqi boy,
wearing a suicide vest, attacked
a polling station. An attack on a
U.S. military mess hall in the

BY A.J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Proposed mili-
tary cutbacks and other poten-
tial economic developments in
Maine could leave the state reel-
ing for years, according to some
economic analysts.

Members of the state Revenue
Forecasting Committee and the
Consensus Economic Forecast-
ing Commission met jointly
Thursday morning to weigh the
potential economic impact for
the state should the Base
Realignment and Closure Com-
mission decide to take action
against three major installa-
tions in Maine. The two panels
are composed of more than a
dozen of the state’s leading
economists, who fear such
action could deliver a blow that
would set the state back 10 years.

John Davulis, chief econo-
mist for Central Maine Power
Co. and a CEFC member, paint-
ed a bleak future for the state if
all of the worst-case economic
scenarios materialize.

They include:
ä The closure of the

P o r t s m o u t h
Naval Ship-
yard.

ä The closure
of the Defense,
Finance and
A c c o u n t i n g
Service office

in Limestone.
ä The reclassification of the

Brunswick Naval Air Station to
a standby facility without
planes or associated personnel.

ä Continued layoffs at Bath
Iron Works as the result of the
U.S. Navy’s decision to reduce
the number of contract awards

for the DDG-51 destroyer pro-
gram.

Gov. John E. Baldacci has
cited statistics from the State
Planning Office indicating the
Defense Department’s imple-
mentation of the recommenda-
tions to BRAC would cost the
state 12,000 jobs directly and
indirectly over a two-year peri-
od. Davulis said the aftershocks
from such a drain on the state’s
work force would be felt for
years.

“We’re already starting from
a low [growth] base,” he said. “If
you take Global Insights’ [an
international economic fore-
casting group] forecast as a
base, they’ve already got us at
somewhere between 48th and
50th in the country for employ-
ment growth, about half the
rate of the U.S. — and that’s

BY JACKIE FARWELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

HAMPDEN — One of the
state’s largest landfills has just
become the first facility in the
state to accept treated biomed-
ical waste, the result of a recent
shift in the way Maine’s hospi-
tals dispose of their trash.

Pine Tree Landfill of Hamp-
den, owned by Casella Waste
Systems Inc. of Rutland, Vt.,
last week became licensed by
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to accept
2,000 tons of treated biomedical
waste per year from a newly
opened Pittsfield waste process-
ing plant.

Because the waste will be so
thoroughly treated before it
ever gets to the landfill, state
environmental officials felt
comfortable that the license
should be issued, according to
Paula Clark, director of the

DEP’s division of solid waste.
“The processing of the mate-

rial, the fact that it is treated,
that’s what makes the differ-
ence,” Clark said Thursday.

“There’s an infrastructure in
Maine that can handle this
[treated biomedical waste] in a
safe, reliable way, and hopefully,
an economical way for Maine’s
hospitals,” Joe Fusco, Casella

vice president of communica-
tions, said Thursday from Ver-
mont.

The waste — much of it hos-
pital gowns and bandages — can
be infectious in its raw form,
but it will be rendered nonhaz-
ardous at the Pittsfield plant
through a pressurized steam
sterilization process. 

BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MBNA Corp., the credit card
giant that has dazzled the state’s
coastal economy for a decade,
said Thursday it will be sold to
Bank of America Corp. in a $35
billion deal that leaves 3,000
employees in Maine wondering
about their jobs.

The acquisition reshapes the
landscape for banks that issue
credit cards — including many
of Bank of America’s top rivals
— and transforms the Charlotte,
N.C.-based bank into one of the
world’s largest holders of con-
sumer debt.

“For years, I have been
impressed with the sales capa-
bilities of MBNA,” Bank of
America Chairman Ken Lewis
told industry analysts Thursday.
“I see them as a selling machine.
... We have the franchises and
they have marketing savvy.”

After the deal is closed, Bank
of America will have 40 million
active credit card accounts,
making it one of the top credit
card issuers in the nation. And
in buying MBNA, Bank of

America is taking over a firm
that issues credit cards for
many of its rivals, including fel-
low Charlotte-based bank
Wachovia Corp.
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“It probably will affect us,” said Denise Fuller, employee of Wasses Hot Dogs in Belfast, regarding Bank of America’s acquisition of
MBNA. “They [MBNA] did add a lot to Belfast.” Wasses serves many MBNA employees meals and also sells large orders of hot dogs to
the company periodically. John Heath (right) of Massachusetts buys two hot dogs from the stand Thursday afternoon.
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Traffic flows
across the
James River
Bridge in the
Tidewater
region of
Virginia on
Thursday.
The region 
is ranked 
second
among 10
summer
tourist 
destinations
with the worst
summer traffic
delays
because of
bottlenecks.
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Local officials
take wait-and-see
approach to sale

BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

News of the sale Thursday
of MBNA Corp., which in the
late 1990s was one of Maine’s
top employers, left town offi-
cials in Belfast scratching
their chins about what the
deal will mean for their com-
munity, home to the credit
card giant’s largest Maine
facility.

Belfast Mayor Mike Hur-
ley believes there is little
officials can do in the wake
of an announcement such as
the sale of MBNA.

“You have to be proactive
with other economic devel-
opment stuff,” but those
efforts are always under way,
he said.

Belfast City Manager Terry
St. Peter said Thursday little
could be speculated about.

See Officials, Page A5


