
BY MARCIA DUNN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPACE CENTER, Houston —
With a gentle tug of his gloved
right hand, Discovery astronaut
Stephen Robinson removed two
worrisome pieces of filler mate-
rial from the shuttle’s belly
Wednesday in an unprecedented
space repair job that drew a big
sigh of relief from NASA.

But he may have to go out
again to fix yet another trouble
spot.

Robinson was barely back
inside the shuttle and out of his
spacesuit when Mission Control
informed the crew there was a
chance that a fourth spacewalk
may be needed Friday to deal
with a torn thermal blanket
below a cockpit window.

The concern is that a 1-foot
section of the blanket could rip
away during re-entry, whip
backward and slam into the
shuttle, perhaps causing grave
damage. 

Engineers expect to know by
Thursday afternoon whether
the danger is real and whether
any blanket trimming is
required.

There was no immediate
response from the exhausted
but exhilarated astronaut.

It took Robinson just seconds
to pull out each short dangling
strip of ceramic-fiber cloth,
which engineers had feared
might cause the shuttle to over-
heat during its descent through
the atmosphere and lead to
another Columbia-type disaster.

Robinson never had to pull
out his forceps or his makeshift
hacksaw, which he took along
just in case the material was
stuck between the thermal tiles
and he needed to employ more
force.

It was a delicate operation:
Robinson had to be careful not
to bump into the shuttle’s frag-
ile thermal tiles and make
things worse.

Standing on the end of the
international space station’s 58-
foot robot arm, he tugged out
the first piece as the two linked
spacecraft passed over Massa-
chusetts. By the time he had
pulled out the next fabric strip
10 minutes later, he had crossed
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Did you know?
Cephas & Wiggins received

a W.C. Handy Award for Blues
Entertainer of the Year.

22 days to go!
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BY CLARKE CANFIELD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SOUTH PORTLAND — Sen.
Olympia Snowe on Wednesday
declined to confirm reports that
she has blocked the nomination
of Gordon England to the No. 2
Pentagon job because she is
frustrated over
the Pentagon’s
base closure
recommenda-
tions.

The Wall
Street Journal
and Defense
Daily reported that Snowe, R-
Maine, has put a “hold” on Eng-
land’s nomination to serve as
deputy secretary of defense.

President Bush in May desig-
nated England to be acting
deputy secretary even though
the Senate has not approved his
nomination. England, formerly
secretary of the Navy, would
replace Paul Wolfowitz, who
quit to become president of the
World Bank.

Senate tradition allows 

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The sudden death in early
June of 16-year-old Kenny
Sirois of Madawaska dealt a
blow to the whole tight-knit
community. Handsome, smart,
popular and an accomplished
athlete, Sirois collapsed and
died while running home in an
impromptu race with his twin
brother, Mark. 

Though rare, the genetic
heart condition that caused his
death, known as hypertrophic

cardiomyopathy, or HCM, kills
an estimated 200 to 300 Ameri-
cans a year and affects many
others. 

It is most likely to turn lethal
in young athletes who push
themselves hard and disregard
subtle signs that something may
be wrong.

In most cases, it can be
detected with a standard elec-
trocardiogram, or ECG, readily
available in many medical
offices. 

But family physicians and
pediatricians rarely include an

ECG as part of a routine sports
physical, and it may be up to
student athletes and their fami-

lies to report the seemingly
innocuous symptoms that could
save their lives. 

HCM is an inherited disorder
that affects males and females

equally, passed to the next gen-
eration with a single dominant
gene from either parent. 

Because symptoms can be
mild or absent altogether, the
familial connection isn’t always
clear. But having blood relatives
who have died before age 40 of
heart-related conditions should
raise concerns. 

In HCM, the left ventricle of
the heart becomes enlarged,
oxygen-starved and ineffective
at pumping blood to the rest of
the body. The condition worsens

Teen’s death raises cardiac screening issue 

AP PHOTOS/NASA TV
A camera attached to 
Discovery’s robotic arm shows
astronaut Steve Robinson
(top photo) moving toward the
underside of the space shuttle
to remove two protruding gap
fillers. Robinson’s helmet
camera shows him holding one
of the removed gap fillers
(left photo).

The shuttle’s arm 
was positioned to inspect the 

area during Wednesday’s spacewalk

Damaged 
thermal 
blanket

Docked with 
International 
Space Station
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p
NASA engineers are studying a 
damaged thermal blanket, used 
to protect the shuttle from heat. 
If approved, a spacewalk for 
repairs would take place Friday.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND — A truck driver
involved in a fatal collision in
Hallowell had a record of 34
convictions for driving offenses
and had his license suspended
13 times, according to the secre-
tary of state’s office. He also
was involved in another fatal
crash 11 years ago.

Scott Hewitt, 32, of Presque
Isle was wanted on warrants
for criminal violations of
trucking rules and had a sus-
pended license at the time of
last Friday’s collision that

killed Tina Turcotte, 40, of
Scarborough.

The circumstances led Gov.
John Baldacci to call Wednes-
day for a detailed review of the
accident and for an examina-
tion of state laws and regula-
tions concerning commercial
drivers by representatives of
three state agencies.

“A tragedy such as this one
reminds us that our motor vehi-
cle laws and regulations exist
for a reason,” the governor said.
“Administrative suspensions
must be effective in keeping

Trucker in Hallowell fatality
has history of driving offenses

U.S. military deaths
total 44 in 10 days 

BY ROBERT H. REID
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Fourteen
U.S. Marines were killed
Wednesday when a huge bomb
destroyed their lightly armored
vehicle, hurling it into the air in
a giant fireball in the deadliest
roadside bombing suffered by
American forces in the Iraq war.

A civilian
t r a n s l a t o r
also was
killed and
one Marine
was wound-
ed. The vic-
tims were

from the same Ohio-based
Reserve unit as five of six mem-
bers of a Marine sniper team
killed on Monday in an ambush
claimed by the Islamic extrem-
ist Ansar al-Sunnah Army.

The deaths brought to 23 the
number of Marines killed in the
past week in fighting along the
volatile Euphrates Valley of
western Iraq and marked one of
the bloodiest periods for U.S.
forces in months. In all, 44
American service members
have died in Iraq since July 24
— all but two in combat.

A Marine officer, speaking on
condition of anonymity for
security reasons, said the attack
occurred as troops were travel-
ing in an armored amphibious
vehicle to assault insurgent
positions around a village near
the Haditha dam, a longtime
way station for foreign fighters
infiltrating Iraq from Syria.

Suddenly, a thunderous explo-
sion rang out and the vehicle
flipped over in a fireball, he said.
The surviving Marine scrambled
from beneath the overturned
vehicle, the officer said.

The Marines killed Wednes-
day were assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 25th Marines, based
in the Cleveland suburb of
Brook Park and attached to the
Regimental Combat Team-2.
Nine of them were from a single
smaller unit in Columbus.

President Bush lamented the
deaths of the 14 Marines, call-
ing the attack a “grim
reminder” America is still at
war.

BY JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

South Korea’s pioneering
stem cell scientist has cloned a
dog, smashing another biologi-
cal barrier and reigniting a
fierce ethical debate — while
producing a perky, lovable
puppy.

The researchers, led by
Hwang Woo-suk, insist they
cloned an Afghan hound, a
resplendent supermodel in a
world of mutts, only to help
investigate human disease,
including the possibility of

cloning stem cells for treatment
purposes.

But others immediately
renewed calls for a global ban
on human reproductive cloning
before the technology moves
any farther.

“Successful cloning of an
increasing number of species
confirms the general impres-
sion that it would be possible to
clone any mammalian species,
including humans,” said Ian
Wilmut, a reproductive biolo-
gist at the University of Edin-
burgh who produced the first

Koreans create first cloned dog,
reignite stem cell ethics debate  
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