
BY JACKIE FARWELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

HAMPDEN — Officials with
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Pro-
tection on
W e d n e s d a y
refused to
process an appli-
cation to
increase capaci-
ty at one of the
state’s largest
landfills, citing
technical issues and the need
for further review as reasons for
the delay. 

Wednesday marked the last of
15 working days since Casella
Waste Systems Inc. submitted
an application to boost capacity
at its Pine Tree Landfill by near-
ly 50 percent. The DEP was
required to determine within

that time whether the applica-
tion was complete and ready for
processing.

“We are rejecting the applica-
tion,” DEP Commissioner Dawn

Gallagher said
Wednesday.

Don Meagher,
manager of
planning and
development for
Casella, had not
yet been notified
W e d n e s d a y
evening of the

decision and said he was sur-
prised to learn the application
did not meet DEP approval. 

“I don’t know how [Gal-
lagher] came to that conclu-
sion,” Meagher said Wednesday.

Technical issues with the
application arose during initial
review, Gallagher said, though

Pine Tree Landfill
application meets
DEP rejection

BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE NEWS STAFF 

T
he word on the street is
that the inaugural year of
The American Folk Festi-
val on the Bangor Water-

front will be just as successful as
the three-year run of the Nation-
al Folk Festival.

The American Folk Festival, a
local spinoff of the National,
runs Aug. 26-28. Like the Nation-
al, the American will feature
more than two dozen perform-
ance artists ranging from the
Jamaican ska band the Skatalites
to Hawaiian slack-key guitarist
Cyril Pahinui. Admission is free. 

“We had 135,000 people last
year,” Heather McCarthy, The
American Folk Festival’s execu-
tive director, said Monday. “We
are putting infrastructure into
place for a similar crowd. The
word is, anecdotally, that people
are as excited about The Ameri-
can Folk Festival as they were
about the National Folk Festi-
val.”

That’s what the festival
organizers hope, anyway, and
that the weather cooperates and

everything runs on schedule.
“We’ve been very fortunate

with the weather for the past folk
festivals,” said McCarthy. “The
only issues before were some
cold fronts that dropped tempera-
tures down 20 degrees, and last
year it was a little warm.

“But I’ve seen these audiences,
and they’re pretty hardy. It’s
unlikely rain would stop our
crowd,” she said. “We go on rain
or shine, though we would stop if
there was any kind of threat,
like thunder and lightning.”

BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Bucking Pentagon recommendations, a
national base-closing commission voted
Wednesday to spare Maine’s Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard from closure but shut down
Brunswick Naval Air Station, eliminating
an estimated 4,800 military and civilian
jobs.

The Base Realignment and Closure com-
mission, meeting outside Washington, D.C.,
was expected to vote today on whether to
close a third Maine facility, Limestone’s
Defense Finance and Accounting Service
center, which employs about 350 people.
Also yet to be voted on is the Pentagon’s
proposal to move 12 KC-135 tankers, adding
up to 240 military and civilian jobs, to the
Maine Air National Guard base in Bangor.

The Wednesday morning votes by the
BRAC commission predictably produced
mixed reactions from the state’s elected
officials, who alternately hailed the panel’s
wisdom in saving Portsmouth and faulted it

for leaving the Northeast vulnerable by
closing Brunswick, the region’s only active
military airfield.

“Today is one of conflicting emotions,”
said U.S. Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine,

who said during a Port-
land news conference that
she was “sadly disturbed
and disappointed” by the
7-2 vote to close the mid-
coast base. 

“I don’t believe any
amount of cost savings
can justify leaving an
entire quadrant of the
nation defenseless,”
Snowe said, referring to
the Defense Department’s

projected $800 million in savings over 20
years. “This decision ... could result in
incalculable harm to our nation’s security.”

The Northeast was the region hardest hit
by the Defense Department’s proposed clo-
sure list, released in May, with Maine and
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Workers at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery cheer at a noon
rally Wednesday after learning that the base had been removed
from the Pentagon’s list of recommendations for closure.
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Did you know?
Festivities begin tomorrow night 

at 6 at the Heritage Stage 
with traditional Irish music 

performed by Danu.

1 day to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News

Technical issues,
need for further
review given as 

reasons for delay

BY ALICIA ANSTEAD
OF THE NEWS STAFF

A
s you sit in your lawn
chair on the waterfront
this weekend listening to
music by Bahamas
Junkanoo Revue or strut
your stuff to Don Vappie

and the Creole Jazz Serenaders, you
may find yourself asking the question:
Is it really possible to have such a
good time in Bangor? 

It’s a good question, one that local
observers began asking several years
ago when the National Folk Festival
first pitched its tent on the shores of
the Penobscot River. The answer from

leaders at the National Council for the
Traditional Arts, which produces the
National — taking place this October
in Richmond, Va. — is yes. The
endorsement has included comments
about the city’s romantic past, its lum-
ber industry, Indian culture, French
music roots and riverside beauty. 

Before the National chose Bangor,
Joe Wilson, then the executive director
of NCTA, made a scouting expedition
to this city of 32,000 to determine its
feasibility as a summer festival site.
When he arrived, the state was cov-
ered in snow, but the determination
and commitment of local leaders and
administrators warmed him to the
place. 

With the Washington-based team,
Wilson, who is now chairman of
NCTA, has watched the National in
Bangor break all attendance records,
going from 80,000 the first year to
more than 130,000 in 2004. “As cities
go,” said Wilson, “Bangor looked
good. It looked organic, like real peo-
ple lived here and did real things
here.”

The newest “real thing” in Bangor
is The American Folk Festival on the
Bangor Waterfront, modeled on the
National but blazing a trail as the
city’s and the region’s largest cultural
event in recent history, if not the last
100 years. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALBANY, N.Y. — Officials of
nine Northeastern states,
including Maine, have reached
a preliminary agreement on
an initiative to freeze power
plant greenhouse gas emis-
sions at current levels and
reduce them by 10 percent by
2020, a newspaper reported
Wednesday.

The New York Times cited a
confidential draft proposal in
its report.

The agreement, led by New
York Gov. George Pataki,
would be the first of its kind
in the nation and comes after

the Bush administration
decided not to act and refused
to join more than 150 other
nations on the Kyoto anti-
emissions treaty.

Pataki, a Republican who is
eyeing a 2008 presidential run,
has opposed the Bush adminis-
tration’s actions and said
states should go their own way
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions if the federal gov-
ernment would not act.

Pataki aides did not dispute
details cited in the Times
report, but said not every state
had signed off on every ele-
ment yet.

Agreement would cut greenhouse gases 10% by 2020

9 Northeast states work 
toward emissions freeze 

BY A.J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BRUNSWICK — Political differences
abated somewhat Wednesday as Democrat-
ic and Republican legislative leaders joined
Gov. John E. Baldacci in pledging the state’s
best efforts to help the midcoast region
recover from the closure of Brunswick
Naval Air Station.

Flanked by members of the state’s con-
gressional delegation, Baldacci promised to
deploy all of the state’s assets to help the
area’s economy make the transition into a
post-military era when the base finally clos-
es in 2011.

The phaseout of the facility is set to
begin in 2009.

Legislators to lead

Brunswick recovery

See Festival, Page C8
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Base votes stir ‘conflicting emotions’
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