
BY MICHAEL A. FLETCHER
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — President
Bush on Sunday night hailed
Thursday’s Iraqi elections as a
vital step toward stabilizing
that nation, but warned that
despite the political progress
more violence lies ahead as Iraq

struggles to
establish a
d e m o c r a c y
amid a raging
insurgency.

Speaking in
a nationally tel-
evised prime-

time address, Bush made a
direct appeal to war opponents,
assuring them that he under-
stands their arguments but
asserting that there is no choice
but to forge ahead. “I have heard
your disagreement and I know
how deeply it is felt,” Bush said.
“Yet now there are only two
options before our country —
victory or defeat.”

The speech was his most
forthright statement to date
about how often Iraq has con-
founded his own expectations,
from weapons of mass destruc-
tion that were not found to the
problems of reconstructing a
civil society in Iraq.

Despite the U.S. death toll —
which is approaching 2,200 —
and widespread skepticism
about the war among lawmak-
ers on Capitol Hill and citizens
across in the country, Bush said
the United States is making
steady gains in Iraq, and sug-
gested these will lead to troop
reductions in the year ahead.

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — Mainers who
qualify for the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram are burning through the
$19.4 million allocated for the
program, and the state’s con-
gressional delegation says addi-
tional funds are doubtful. And
already the cold is taking its
toll.

“We have had a report of two
elderly ladies in Presque Isle
that were taken to the hospital
for hypothermia,” Gov. John
Baldacci said Sunday. “I don’t
know the details, it’s second-
hand through staff, but I will
say we are going to be there to
make sure seniors and disabled

people are safe, secure and
warm this winter.”

Legislative leaders have
agreed to pass a $5 million state
appropriation for fuel aid on

Jan. 4, the first day of the ses-
sion. Baldacci said fundraising
was going well for the charita-
ble appeal he launched earlier
that is aimed at helping the poor

pay their heating bills.
By Jan. 1, the state expects to

have spent three-quarters of the
money received from the feds
for LIHEAP. 

While Baldacci is hopeful
Congress will provide some
additional aid this year, he is
not optimistic. Neither are
members of the state’s congres-
sional delegation, although they
are continuing efforts to secure
funding.

“I am actually optimistic we
can add another $2 billion to the
program, which is not the $2.9
billion I have been seeking,”
Sen. Susan Collins said Sunday.
“But the problem becomes what
is all rolled into a vote, and that
may become very difficult.”

LIHEAP fuel aid funds going quickly 
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“We are
going to ...
make sure

seniors
and dis-

abled peo-
ple are safe, secure and

warm this winter.”
Maine Gov. John Baldacci

“I am
actually

opti-
mistic we
can add
another

$2 billion to the 
program.”

U.S. Sen. Susan Collins

AP PHOTO BY APTN
In this TV image, President Bush
addresses the nation from the
Oval Office on Sunday night.Inside

GOP leaders
agree to $41.6B

budget cut
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BY LOUISE ROUG
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Vice Pres-
ident Dick Cheney paid a sur-
prise visit to Iraq on Sunday,
declaring that the United States
had “turned the corner” in
efforts to pacify the country. His
stopover came as insurgents
renewed their attacks after a
lull for last week’s elections and
freed a kidnapped German
archaeologist.

The vice president, a leading
architect of the U.S.-led inva-
sion that ousted Saddam Hus-
sein in April 2003, visited Iraq
for the first time since then. He
received a briefing about Thurs-

day’s elections from Gen. John
Abizaid, head of U.S. Central
Command; Gen. George Casey,
commander of U.S. forces in
Iraq; and U.S. Ambassador Zal-
may Khalilzad. Then he met
separately with President Jalal
Talabani and Prime Minister
Ibrahim al-Jaafari at the U.S.
Embassy in Baghdad’s fortified
Green Zone.

Talabani called Cheney a
“hero of liberating Iraq.”

The nine-hour visit had been
kept under wraps for security rea-
sons. Even al-Jaafari expressed
surprise when he showed up for
what he thought was a meeting
with the ambassador.

BY JAMES KUHNHENN
KNIGHT RIDDER NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON — Key Repub-
licans said Sunday that Presi-
dent Bush will have to explain
why he ordered secret eavesdrop-
ping on U.S. citizens without first
obtaining court approval, keep-
ing pressure on the White House
after Bush’s unapologetic admis-
sion that he ordered the surveil-
lance to combat terrorism.

Fanning out to different Sun-
day morning news shows,
Republican Sens. Arlen Specter
of Pennsylvania, Lindsey Gra-
ham of South Carolina and John
McCain of Arizona all noted that
a 1978 law specified that a special
federal court must approve any
surveillance of U.S. citizens con-
ducted for intelligence purposes
on American soil.

U.S. spying
program
questioned 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND — If you
thought bedbugs were just the
stuff of bedtime rhymes, talk to
Ralph Blumenthal.

Blumenthal, operations man-
ager of Atlantic Pest Solutions
in Arundel, went about three
decades without getting a call
about bedbugs. Now he’s getting
several calls a week from people
all across Maine complaining
about the bloodsucking insects.

“Bedbugs, for all intents and
purposes, had been wiped out,”

said Blumenthal. “In the last
four or five years, the problem
has really taken off.”

The common bedbug — a flat,
oval quarter-inch insect that
feeds on the blood of humans
and other animals — is making
a comeback in Maine and across
the country.

In Portland, municipal build-
ing inspectors and public health
agents have received 30 calls
this year about bedbugs from
tenants in various apartment
complexes, up from just five
complaints in 2004. City offi-

cials have launched a public
information campaign to fight a
problem they say could very
well get worse.

City officials said there is a
certain stigma attached to hav-
ing bedbugs, meaning some peo-
ple won’t report having an infes-
tation. Instead, they might dis-
pose of infested clothing, bed-
ding or furniture in a way that
simply spreads the problem,
such as putting it on the curb,
giving it away or selling it to a
secondhand store.

Bedbugs make unwelcome comeback in Maine

Editor’s Note: Spiking energy costs, lost
jobs and personal crises put tremendous
stress on Maine’s senior citizens, the dis-
abled and other vulnerable populations.
Their stories are being shared with BDN
readers in an occasional series that began
Saturday.

BY DIANA GRAETTINGER 
AND SHARON KILEY MACK
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Pointing to a group of
high school girls volunteering in a hall-
way near the operating room, Bangor
Humane Society Director Jeff Mitchell
said, “That is the only reason we are
still going.”

Because half of the shelter’s antici-
pated donations were swept to the South
to help animals lost or abandoned in

Hurricane Katrina, Bangor rescuers
themselves had to be rescued this fall at
the Bangor Humane Society, a story
being retold at most of Maine’s animal
shelters.

The humane society has lost more
than half of its annual donations this
year, a decrease Mitchell blames on
Maine’s generous contributions to ani-
mal rescues in the South.

“It’s understandable, but it certainly
makes it difficult,” Mitchell said. “We
are the kind of nonprofit that is most

vulnerable because we rely so much on
donations.”

Sixty percent of the humane society
budget is built on donations.

“We depend on them, and they are
down at least by 50 percent,” he said. 

More than 5,000 animals a year come
to the Bangor Humane Society, which is
not supported by the city or by any state
or federal agency. “We are struggling,”
said Mitchell.

Neither size nor location appears to
matter when it comes to struggling ani-
mal shelters.

At PAWS in Calais, volunteer Robyn
Dufour said simply, “We need money.”

As Diesel, a 2-year-old bluetick hound
abandoned in Waite licked at volunteers’
faces, Dufour explained that the shelter
is full with 65 cats and dogs.

AP PHOTO BY LAWRENCE JACKSON
Vice President Dick Cheney and U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay
Khalilzad visit Baghdad on Sunday. During his surprise visit,
Cheney met with Iraqi leaders and the U.S. military command to
discuss security and the latest elections.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS
While volunteering at the Bangor Humane Society this fall, Jim Dill of Brewer cuddles a kitten for viewing by the Lewis family,
who came to the shelter for a possible kitten adoption. At back, Andrew Lewis and brother Tim Lewis Jr. wash their hands before
handling the kitten. The humane society and other area shelters lack funds for many of the services they provide.
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Animal shelters in Maine
desperate for donations

Funds needed here 
sent South for pets
abandoned or lost
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Cheney, in Iraq, says U.S.
has ‘turned the corner’
Rebels renew attacks; kidnapped German freed
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Victory or defeat
only options,
president says

Bush:‘I will
not allow’
Iraq retreat


