
BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

B
ANGOR — Tobin and Martina Slaven’s
four children, ages 4 to 9, lifted their lit-
tle faces to the sky. Their sleepy eyelids
defied gravity Saturday night as the

Bangor family watched and waited for 2006 to
arrive. 

High above their heads a big green ball
wrapped in white lights rocked on the edge of
the roof, teasing the crowd below. A man lifted
the huge sphere above his head and held it
tight, as the new year crept closer.

The sound of honking paper horns and
noisemakers drowned out the radio station’s
DJ, and the countdown hit five before most of
the revelers caught up and joined in.

“Four. Three. Two. One.”
Gov. John Baldacci, along with Bangor

Mayor John Cashwell III, chucked the huge ball
over the side of 26 Main St. on the stroke of
midnight. It plunged to the sidewalk below as
white confetti fell like paper snow from the
rooftop. 

Hugs and kisses were exchanged and “Happy
New Year” was shouted as an estimated 1,000
people took part in Bangor’s laid-back version

of the Times Square ball drop in New York.
Elise Butterfield of Clifton had to be in West

Market Square since her son, who lives in Port-
land, was standing in Times Square for a more
crowded and elaborate ball drop. 

“We probably have a better view than he
does,” she observed.

She and her friends Lori Trundy of Clifton
and Amanda Libby of Masardis had dinner and
went bowling before they headed to downtown
Bangor adorned in sparkly 2006 headbands,
noisemakers ready. 

“It was very exhilarating and refreshing to
wish in 2006 with an enthusiastic hometown
Bangor crowd,” the governor said as he and his
wife, Karen Baldacci, headed back to the
Blaine House in Augusta. 

BY JOHN DANISZEWSKI
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Fourteen members
of a Shiite Muslim family are slaugh-
tered in their home. Days later, masked
gunmen invade a Sunni
household, killing five
people. Organized polit-
ical killing proceeds, as
if there had not been
elections two weeks ago.

In a speech delivered
as Iraqis prepared to go
to the polls, President Bush said he
didn’t believe a civil war would break
out in the country. But some observers

believe it has begun — a quiet and dead-
ly struggle whose battle lines were
thrown into sharp relief by the highly
polarized results of that vote.

On any given day, a group of Shiite
police officers might be hit with a Sunni
suicide attack or ambush. A militiaman
in the Shiite-dominated Iraqi security
services might arrest, torture and kill a
suspected Sunni insurgent. Or a Kurdish
official in the new government might be
gunned down between home and office.

Unless the assassination target is
prominent, or the number of victims
rises to at least the high single digits,
such events barely rate a mention in

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

As more people abandon New Year’s
resolutions to lose weight and turn to
obesity surgery, doctors are debating
which type is safest and best.

And researchers are uncovering some
surprising trends.

The most common method in the Unit-
ed States — gastric bypass, or stomach-
stapling surgery — may be riskier than
once thought. Yet surgeons still favor it
for people who need to lose weight fast
because of heart damage or other seri-
ous problems.

A gentler approach favored in Europe
and Australia — an adjustable stomach
band — can give long-term results that
are almost as good and with far fewer

risks. It may be the best option for chil-
dren or women contemplating pregnan-
cy, and is reversible if problems develop.

A radical operation — cutting away
part of the stomach and
rerouting the intestines
— is increasingly being
recommended for
severely obese people. It
gives maximum weight
loss but also is the riski-
est solution.

A large U.S. government study just got
under way to compare all three options.

But regardless of which method is
used, studies show an inescapable reali-
ty: No surgery gives lasting results
unless people also change eating and
exercising habits.

BY DEB RIECHMANN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN ANTONIO — President Bush strongly
defended his domestic spying program Sunday, call-
ing it legal as well as vital to thwarting terrorist
attacks, and contended the leak
making it public had caused
“great harm to the nation.”

“This is a limited program
designed to prevent attacks on the
United States of America and, I
repeat, limited,” Bush told
reporters after visiting wounded
troops at Brooke Army Medical
Center. “I think most Americans
understand the need to find out
what the enemy’s thinking.”

In Washington, lawmakers are
preparing for hearings to consider
Bush’s domestic spying program.

Four senators — two of them
Republicans — indicated Sunday
that congressional hearings were
appropriate for considering Bush’s
assertion that he had constitutional and congres-
sional authority to authorize domestic wiretaps
without a court order in the aftermath of the terror-
ist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

“In the first few weeks we made many concessions
in the Congress because we were at war and we were
under attack,” said Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind., the
chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee. “We
still have the possibility of that going on, so we don’t
want to obviate all of this. But I think we want to see
what, in the course of time, really works best.”

The New York Times reported last month that the
National Security Agency had been conducting war-
rantless surveillance since 2002. Bush then acknowl-
edged that he had authorized the NSA program and
pointed to informing congressional leaders and reg-
ular reviews by administration officials as evi-
dence of oversight for the program.
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Bangor Mayor John Cashwell (left) and Gov. John Baldacci (center) heave a ball wrapped in holiday lights over the edge of 26 Main St. in 
Bangor as building owner Stephen Smith trails it with an extension cord at the stroke of midnight Sunday.
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BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Bank of Ameri-
ca completed its purchase Sunday of
MBNA Corp., creating the largest credit
card issuer in the U.S. as measured by
balances.

With the $35 billion acquisition of
MBNA, which had been the second-
largest credit card lender next to Citi-
corp, the new Bank of America’s card
services division has more than 40 mil-

lion active accounts and nearly $140 bil-
lion in managed balances.

MBNA operates in Maine in Fort
Kent, Presque Isle, Orono, Belfast, Farm-
ington, Brunswick and Portland,
employing 1,900 in its Maine headquar-
ters in Belfast and 1,100 in mostly part-
time positions in the other communities.
MBNA is based in Wilmington, Del., but
expanded to Maine in 1993, opening
offices first in Camden.

With the completed takeover, Bank of

Bank of America closes on MBNA deal,
foresees up to 6,000 jobs lost nationally
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BY JERRY HARKAVY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The decision to keep
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
open but shut down Brunswick
Naval Air Station was voted the
top Maine news story of 2005.

The dramatic votes last
August by the base closing com-
mission reversed a Pentagon
recommendation that the sub-
marine repair yard in Kittery
be closed and the Brunswick
base be stripped of aircraft but
remain open. A defense finance
center in Limestone that was
targeted for closure came out a
winner when the panel voted
not only to spare the facility but
also to add more than 250 jobs.

By year’s end, state and local

officials had begun to examine
how to redevelop the 3,220-acre
Brunswick base when it closes
by 2011.

The top stories were selected
in a year-end poll of Associated
Press member newspapers,
broadcast stations and staff
members.

A close second in the ballot-
ing was the statewide referen-
dum in November in which vot-
ers, by a nearly 10 percentage
point margin, rejected an
attempt to repeal the gay rights
law that the Legislature enacted
earlier in the year.

Approval of the law, which
bars discrimination in areas
such as housing, employment
and public accommodation on

Gay rights vote, Plum Creek on Maine list

Base closings named
2005 top news story
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