
BY LEANNE M. ROBICHEAU
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ROCKLAND — Faith has given Allison Small’s
family the strength to forgive Douglas Dyer for
shooting to death the 30-year-old woman on a cold
January day as her husband watched, a family
member told a judge Thursday.

But forgiveness did not sway the family from
wanting Dyer put behind bars for a very long
time.

Dyer, 33, of Friendship, was sentenced to 40

Friendship man gets 

40 years for murder

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House
Republicans on Thursday
refused to support billions of
dollars in new taxes on oil com-
panies as lawmakers in both
parties looked for ways to
soothe election-
year rage over
high gasoline
prices.

S e n a t e
Re p u b l i c a n s
proposed a $100
fuel-cost rebate
for millions of
taxpayers. Democrats talked of
a two-month suspension of the
18.4-cent per gallon federal gaso-
line tax.

Despite the jockeying for
political advantage, economists
and energy experts generally
agreed that the government has
few, if any, immediate powers to

BY A.J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — In what was
perceived as a significant victo-
ry for developers, a bill restrict-
ing the amount of time a com-
munity has to overturn a
municipally approved develop-
ment project appeared to be
heading toward enactment
Thursday in the State House.

After a compromise plan

offered by House Democratic
leader Glenn Cummings, D-

Portland, failed
in the House
and Senate, a
passel of
a m e n d m e n t s
was being pre-
pared for LD
1481 — but

opponents of the plan seemed to
be conceding defeat early
Thursday evening.

“The lobby has been very
strong against this, and it’s
probably too late for my amend-
ment,” Cummings said. “This
has been quite a slam against
democracy tonight.”

For six years, real estate bro-
kers and developers of large
and small projects have attempt-
ed to push a bill through the
Legislature that would provide
them with greater certainty
that projects approved by local

planning boards could go for-
ward in a timely manner with-
out being held up by lengthy
challenges pursued through cit-
izen referendums.

Officially known as “An Act
To Amend the Laws Governing
the Enactment Procedures of
Ordinances,” LD 1481 probably
has received more shorthand
references than any other bill in
the legislative session, some of
which include: “the Big Box

Bill,” “the Wal-Mart Bill,” “the
Affordable Housing Bill,” “the
Retroactive Ordinance Bill,”
“the People’s Veto Bill” and, less
affectionately, “the Mob Rule
Bill.”

The version of the bill that
arrived in the House from the
Senate would give residents of a
city or town 75 days to bring to a
vote any effort to try to overturn
projects approved by planning

Passage appears likely for bill aiding developers 

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

INDIAN ISLAND — Repre-
sentatives of Maine’s Indian
tribes, part of a delegation of
more than 60 Americans who
recently visited Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez,
expressed gratitude for the
South American leader’s con-
sideration of poor people
beyond his country’s borders.

In the contracts signed in
January at Indian Island, the

U.S.-based Citgo Petroleum
Corp., the national petroleum
company of Venezuela, agreed
to sell discounted oil to the
Maliseet, Micmac, Pas-
samaquoddy and Penobscot
tribes in Maine.

The trip to Venezuela to dis-
cuss the deal on discounted
heating oil Chavez facilitated
earlier this year was spur-of-
the-moment after a similar del-
egation met earlier this month
in New York to discuss the oil
deal, how it worked, and make

suggestions for the future.
“People wanted the opportu-

nity to go to Venezuela, thank
Chavez and request that it con-
tinue,” Eric Wingerter of the
Venezuela Information Office in
Washington, D.C., said Thurs-
day.

Ambassador Bernardo
Alvarez was at the New York
gathering and called Caracas,
the Venezuelan capital.

“The president was immedi-
ately excited about it,” Wingert-
er said, noting that the trip was

arranged within two weeks to
conform with Chavez’s busy
schedule.

During the meeting last
weekend with Americans from
New York, Vermont and other
Northeastern states, Chavez
announced that he intends to
continue the program, but
wants to make some changes
that the tribal delegation in
Maine is pleased with, accord-
ing to Penobscot Indian Chief
James Sappier.

Chavez, a fierce critic of Pres-

ident Bush, insists the U.S. gov-
ernment has systematically
sought ways to overthrow him
in order to seize Venezuela’s
vast oil reserves. U.S. officials
have denied that and accuse the
Cuban-allied Chavez of posing a

Maine tribal delegation thanks Chavez

BY NOK-NOI HAUGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BREWER — City leaders are
putting an end to nearly two
years of scuttlebutt about
Lowe’s Home Centers Inc.’s
interest in opening a retail
store in the city: The news is
true. 

Lowe’s, a build-it-yourself
home-improvement company
with more than 1,250 stores
nationwide, has applied for
state permits and submitted a
site plan application to the city
to build a new store on outer
Wilson Street where the closed
Agway and Pickard’s Sport
Shop are located. 

The multimillion-dollar store
is expected to create as many as
200 jobs, 80 percent of them full-
time, according to store offi-
cials.

“This is obviously wonderful
news for the city of Brewer,”
City Manager Steve Bost said
Thursday, adding, “I cannot tell
you the number of times I have
been approached about this
project.”

The retailer is proposing a
139,410-square-foot store and an
additional 31,659-square-foot
garden center.

“We’re looking at a fairly
large building,” City Planner
Linda Johns said Thursday.

No cost estimate is available
for the project, though it has
been estimated to be in the mil-
lions. Other new Lowe’s stores

opening this year in other parts
of the country are costing as
much as $18.5 million. 

Entry into the 19.3-acre site
will be gained at the new traffic
light on outer Wilson Street,
just before Interstate 395, at the
street’s junction with the north-
ern end of Dirigo Drive.

Lowe’s first approached the

Home-improvement outlet 
to hire up to 200 employees

Lowe’s picks
Brewer site
for new store

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Plum Creek Timber Co. sub-
mitted its revised plans for the
Moosehead Lake region to state
regulators Thursday, setting the
stage for a highly anticipated
battle over the largest develop-
ment proposal in Maine history.

Plum Creek officials deliv-
ered the updated plan — more
than 1,000 pages long — to the
Land Use Regulation Commis-
sion just before close of the
business day Thursday. LURC
executive director Catherine
Carroll said the commission’s
staff likely will begin reviewing
the application today.

“What’s next is we need to
determine whether it is com-
plete,” Carroll said Thursday
evening. “We have simply
received it. We have not accept-
ed the application.”

LURC’s formal acceptance of
the rezoning application will
trigger what some observers
regard as a definitive battle over
the future of Maine’s North
Woods. The public review
process is likely to be the largest
in state history.

Plum Creek submitted its
first petition to rezone roughly
420,000 acres around Moosehead
Lake one year ago. LURC, how-
ever, deemed the application
incomplete. In the months
since, officials with the Seattle-
based timber company have
revised the plan in response to
the outpouring of public com-
ment on the original applica-
tion.

Company officials have
released some details of the
revised plans in recent weeks.
Plum Creek still plans to sell
approximately 975 house lots
and proposes two resorts for the
Moosehead region, but the loca-
tion and scope of the develop-
ment have changed.

Plum Creek officials also
have touted a plan to perma-
nently conserve more than
400,000 acres of company land
near Moosehead through part-
nerships with The Nature Con-
servancy, the Appalachian

LURC to review
revised proposal

Plum
Creek
submits
plan
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Third-generation elephant handler Bill Morris stands outside the Bangor Auditorium on Thursday with
Cora, a 47-year-old Asian elephant who will perform in the Anah Temple Shrine Circus this weekend.
Shows begin today at 3 and 7 p.m. and continue throughout the weekend. Next weekend the circus
will move on to the Presque Isle Forum.
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Sappier Chavez

“It’s been a long
journey. I think it

will be a nice 
addition to Brewer

and this area. 
It’s nice to be able 

to tell people.” 
Linda Johns, 

Brewer city planner 
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Douglas Dyer,
33, of Friend-
ship sits in
Knox County
Superior
Court on
Thursday
where he was
sentenced to
40 years in
prison for the
shooting
death of his
lover, Allison
Small, 30, of
Vinalhaven in
January 2005.
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Congress
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motorists


