
BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF 

AUGUSTA — Plum Creek
officials are touting their
Moosehead Lake plans as an
unprecedented
opportunity for
reasonable and
“ m o d e s t ”
d eve l o p m e n t
that stimulates
the economy
yet still preserves the wild char-
acter of Maine’s North Woods.

At more than 1,000 pages in
length, Plum Creek Timber
Co.’s rezoning application for
the Moosehead region is chock
full of maps, analyses and
bureaucratic paperwork intend-
ed to win over Maine’s Land Use
Regulation Commission.

But the application’s first 20
pages offer a glance at the com-
pany’s likely battle plan during
the coming regulatory brawl.

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President
Bush said Friday that taxing
enormous oil industry profits is
not the way to calm Americans’
anxieties about pain at the gas
pump and that his “inclination
and instincts” are that major oil
companies are not intentionally
overcharging drivers.

Bush’s remarks suggested the
former Texas oilman is unlikely
to take harsh action against oil
companies despite public anger

about the ris-
ing cost of
fuel. Gasoline
is averaging
$2.92 a gallon
across the
country, up 69
cents from a
year ago,
according to
AAA’s daily

fuel gauge report.
With politicians concerned

the issue could tilt what are
expected to be close midterm

AP PHOTO BY SAJJAD SAFARI/MEHR NEWS
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad points during a public
gathering in the city of Abhar west of Tehran, Iran, on Friday. Iran
is stonewalling efforts to determine whether it is developing
nuclear arms, the IAEA reported Friday. Story, Page A5

BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

SEARSPORT — What may be
the first round of a showdown
between those planning an Earth
First! gathering on state-owned
Sears Island this weekend and
law enforcement officers con-
cluded Thursday night in a draw.

The 941-acre island, connected
to the mainland by a half-mile-
long causeway, is the subject of
debate between environmental

groups such as Earth First! and
the Department of Transporta-
tion, which manages the owner-
ship of the island for the state.

About 10 people affiliated with
the Earth First! group moved
camping gear, food and water to
the island late Thursday, appar-
ently intent on camping
overnight, in violation of posted
regulations.

Later that night, about 20 offi-
cers from the Maine State Police,
Waldo County Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment and the Searsport Police
Department searched the island
for campers and found none. But
police seized the cache of camp-
ing gear and provisions stashed
in an old foundation on the island.

Organizers of the Earth First!
gathering would not say late Fri-

day afternoon whether they were
on the island when police
searched it. But they said they
were still trying to get their prop-
erty back from police.

The conflict between environ-
mentalists and police was trig-
gered earlier Thursday when

local activists Will Neils of Lin-
colnville and Jim Freeman of
Verona Island met with Sear-
sport Police Chief Mark Pooler
on the causeway to the island.

The Earth First! gathering was
reported in a Belfast weekly
paper, but Pooler said Friday that
state police had known about it
before it was announced publicly.
Earth First! has held similar
gatherings on the island in the
mid- and late 1990s.

BY NOK-NOI HAUGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — The Joshua
Chamberlain Bridge, the middle
of three bridges that connect
Bangor and Brewer, will close
Monday for repairs. 

Drivers will need to seek
alternative routes to cross the
Penobscot River, and all vehi-
cles with heavy loads will have
to use the Penobscot Bridge.

Bangor and Brewer officials,
worried about additional traffic
on Bridge Hill in Brewer, asked
the Maine Department of
Transportation for a waiver to
allow heavily loaded tractor-

trailers to use the Veterans
Remembrance Bridge, which is
part of Interstate 395 and
restricted by federal law to loads

that are 80,000
pounds or less.

T h a t
request, howev-
er, was denied.

One local
trucking com-
pany official

called the decision not to use the
I-395 bridge absurd.

“That’s so ridiculous, it’s
unbelievable,” Tim Dysart, vice
president of Dysart’s, which
operates a trucking company,

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE 

AUGUSTA — After emotional
and dramatic debate, the Senate
and House agreed Friday on a
compromise measure that rec-
ommends a 20-year prison sen-
tence for first-time child sex
offenders. The bill also man-
dates probation for life.

The two chambers seemed to
agree that stiffer penalties were
in order, but disagreed over how
to get there.

A Senate version of the bill
would have mandated a 25-year
prison sentence, but opponents
favored the House-backed alter-
native proposal that sets 20
years as the “expected” sen-
tence for a first-time offender
convicted of sexually abusing a

child under 12. A judge can vary
the sentence from the suggested
20 years, but must spell out in
writing why the longer or short-
er sentence is merited.

Opponents of the original bill
feared that mandated minimum
sentencing would lead to more
offenders asking for trials and to
fewer convictions because already
traumatized children would be
unable or unwilling to testify.

Maine toughens
penalties when
child is victim

Sentences
extended for
sex crimes

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

A
year after
Miller’s Restau-
rant on Main
Street in Ban-
gor closed to
make way for

Maine’s first slots facility, the
buses are back.

This time, however, the
passengers aren‘t coming for
the Bangor restaurant’s
famous all-you-can-eat buffet.
Now they come to play some
of the 475 slot machines at
Hollywood Slots at Bangor,
which marks its six-month
anniversary next week.

Since its Nov. 4 opening,
Hollywood Slots has brought
a needed economic boost to
Bangor, and the crime and
traffic and other problems
some warned would come
with it have not materialized.

City and business leaders
are hailing Hollywood’s suc-
cess, based on their com-
ments made this week to the
Maine Gambling Control
Board, which regulates the
racino.

“Based on what we have
heard … Hollywood Slots has
been good for our region’s
businesses,” said City Coun-
cil Chairman John Cashwell,
part of a Bangor caravan

that traveled Wednesday to
the board’s meeting in

Augusta.
“Regional

economic
benefits are
estimated at
over $95 mil-
lion in sales,
$10 million

in wages and salaries, and
the creation of 500 jobs,” he
said.

“This is good news for our
residents and our economy,”
the city official said, adding

that Bangor expects greater
returns from a proposed per-
manent facility.

Monthly financial reports
show that the wagering han-
dle — on which revenues for
the state, city, harness racing
industry and other benefici-
aries are based — continues
to go up, up, up.

Patrons are wagering an
average of $1 million to $1.2
million a day, with Saturdays
being the biggest betting
days, according to Scott
Woods, gambling control

board auditor.
In fact, the top five han-

dles all occurred on Satur-
days, he said.

But the daily wager is a
deceptive figure. By state law,
89 percent of the total handle
must be returned in the form
of jackpots to players. The
total handle figure includes
winnings that are put back
into the machines. In addi-
tion, the state takes 51 cents
out of every dollar wagered
in the form of taxes.
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A sea of customers flows into the Hollywood Slots at Bangor facility at its grand opening Nov. 4,
2005.
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