
BY LEE KEATH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Israeli
troops sealed off a Hezbollah
stronghold Tuesday and
widened their foothold in south-
ern Lebanon, and officials said
Israeli bombs killed six people
in a south Lebanon town and
three U.N. observers in a border
outpost with another feared
dead.

Two weeks into the war, a
senior Hezbollah leader said the
guerrillas had not expected
such an Israeli onslaught when
they snatched two Israeli sol-
diers July 12.

Secretary of State Condoleez-
za Rice and key Mideast players
gathered in Rome for a meeting
today to discuss proposals for
ending the fighting that has
claimed more than 400 lives.
Key issues were how to disarm
Hezbollah and assemble an
international peacekeeping
force to enforce the peace along
the Israel-Lebanon frontier.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said the strike on a clear-
ly marked U.N. border outpost
was “apparently deliberate”
and demanded Israel investi-
gate. A bomb dropped by an
Israel warplane scored a direct

BY RYAN LENZ
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — U.S. and
Iraqi soldiers captured six
members of an alleged “death
squad” in Baghdad on Tuesday,
hoping to quell the rampant sec-
tarian violence dividing the cap-
ital. Attacks elsewhere in Iraq
left at least 34 people dead —
including an American soldier.

U.S. troops killed a local al-
Qaida in Iraq leader and cap-
tured three of his followers dur-
ing a raid near Beiji in northern
Iraq, the U.S. military said.

In Washington, President
Bush met Prime Minister Nouri

al-Maliki at the White House to
discuss the deteriorating securi-
ty situation. Bush said a U.S.
military pro-
gram to bol-
ster Iraqi secu-
rity forces in
Baghdad will
better address
the violence
there as he
pledged to
stand by Iraq’s
new democrat-
ic government.

“He believes and I believe
that there needs to be more
forces inside Baghdad who are

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — The skyrocketing cost of fuel and
paving materials is forcing the state again to
scale back road maintenance and rebuilding proj-
ects this summer.

Maine Department of Transportation Com-
missioner David Cole said the cost of asphalt, a
petroleum derivative, has jumped 106 percent
since May 2005.

“What that means is that liquid asphalt that was
in the mid-$40 per ton is now in the mid-$60 per ton,”

Cole said. “What we are having to
do is to do fewer miles, in some
cases lesser treatments, a treat-
ment that may only last seven to
eight years instead of one that
would last 12 to 15 years.”

But putting off needed repairs
and laying down thinner layers of
pavement will cost Maine taxpay-

ers more in the long run, according to David Hart-
gen, professor of transportation studies at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Charlotte. He is the
author of an annual study of the nation’s trans-
portation system. 

“As paving costs rise, the temptation is just to put
down less and keep promises,” he said. “This weak-
ens pavement structure and often results in shorter
life and bigger costs later.”

Hartgen said a better approach would be to set
politics aside and properly fund projects for the long
haul. He said Maine has not been investing enough
in its roads and bridges for several years.

Hartgen visits the state regularly and lived in
Orono for several years where his late father, Vin-
cent Hartgen, was a well-known art professor. 

“Some projects will be delayed, but the state has
the responsibility to spend dollars wisely,” he said.

Because of rising fuel and construction costs, the
DOT announced last November that it was deferring
one-fifth of all the projects it had proposed for this
two-year budget cycle, representing a total of $130
million worth of projects in 140 communities across
the state.  That was eased somewhat during the leg-
islative session when lawmakers approved a $15 mil-
lion supplemental appropriation and the “re-engi-
neering” of several of the projects to reduce costs.

In addition to higher asphalt costs, other con-
struction costs, including for concrete and steel
used in bridge repairs, also have increased. Fuel to
operate the heavy machinery also is increasingly
expensive. “We are making further adjustments
because we just do not have the money to pay for the
projects as we originally planned,” Cole said. “We
can’t spend what we don’t have.”

Leaders of the Legislature’s Transportation

Committee were unaware of further changes to the
planned projects, but not surprised that more reduc-
tions have been needed.

“We have projects that need to be done [and] not
enough money to do them,” said Sen. Dennis
Damon, D-Trenton, co-chairman of the Transporta-
tion Committee. “There is no other alternative
unless we come up with more money, that I know of,
other than to scale back projects.” 

He doubts anyone wants to scale back the proj-
ects on the list developed by the department, even
though he agrees it needs to be done. He said there
is broad support among the voters for road and
bridge repair projects, with strong votes of approval
when bond issues have gone to voters.

The last transportation bond on the ballot, in
November 2003, received 67 percent voter support.

“That’s one of the problems: We didn’t get a
[highway] bond proposal to the voters at all in this
session,” Damon said. 

Sen. Christine Savage, R-Union, lead GOP mem-
ber of the Transportation Committee, shares the
concerns raised by Hartgen. A former town manag-
er who also served as road commissioner, Savage
said a thin layer of pavement may look good, but
won’t last.

“We used to call it skinny mix and for good rea-
son,” she said. “There is not much to it, and it won’t
last but a few years, not six or seven.”

She agreed that taking a “Band-Aid approach”
now will come back and cost the state more in the
future. She added that no one is predicting that
costs of asphalt or other construction materials
will go down. 

Page A1    3rd edition Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black

bangordailynews.com WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 2006 60 cents
FINAL EDITION

It’s what you need. To know.

Thrill of the Grill
Is your barbecue passion flickering?

Offbeat ideas can spice things up

C1

Guenther leads
WMSGA championship
by two strokes   C4

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY GABOR DEGRE

A Maine DOT contractor crew works on paving a 9-mile section of Route 2 between Newport and Etna on Monday. The crew was adding five-eighths
inch of thickness of maintenance-grade asphalt to the road to preserve the current condition, said Joe Graham, DOT assistant technician. The proj-
ect was shortened by the high price of asphalt and budget cuts.
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“What we are having
to do is to do fewer
miles, in some cases
lesser treatments.”

DAVID COLE, COMMISSIONER,
MAINE DEPARTMENT

OF TRANSPORTATION
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A large plume of smoke billows
in the town of Khiyam in south-
ern Lebanon on Tuesday after
Israeli air raids targeted it.
Israeli troops sealed off a
Hezbollah stronghold.

BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — The Brady Gang came to Maine in
the fall of 1937 for the same reasons 21st century
criminals venture north of Boston — fall foliage,
seafood and guns. 

Not much appears to have changed since the FBI
gunned down Public Enemy No. 1
Al Brady and his cohorts on Oct. 12,
1937, on Central Street in Bangor 

Easy access by Interstate 95 and
the state’s gun laws have lured
illegal gun dealers from eastern
Massachusetts to rural Maine to
buy guns for resale in Boston, a
law enforcement official in the Hub said last year. 

Two cases pending in federal courts in Boston
and Bangor show that over the past four years more
than 40 guns have been purchased legally in Maine
for illegal resale in Massachusetts. About one-third
of them have been recovered from crime scenes
and traced to their previous owners in Maine. 

The issue drew media attention outside the Bay

Out-of-state weapons
found at Boston crimes

Gun dealers
attracted by
Maine laws

Fuel, asphalt costs force state to scale back maintenance, rebuilding

More road projects deferred

BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Even in the age of satellite
mapping, determining just how
much of Maine’s coast is acces-
sible to the public is not an easy
statistic to nail down.

A group of people working
under the leadership of the
state Department of Conserva-

tion to craft a consensus plan
for the use of state-owned Sears
Island in Searsport raised the
question of accessible coastline.
The issue was researched by the
State Planning Office.

In meetings, some who advo-
cate preserving the island have
argued that Maine has just 25
miles of accessible coastline
and that Sears Island

represents 5 miles of that.
Not so, said Janet Parker,

coordinator of geographic
information systems for the
planning office.

In fact, publicly owned shore-
line measures at least 890 miles,
Parker concluded.

Those who have used the 25-
mile statistic are likely confus-
ing a much-quoted figure that

came out of the effort to pre-
serve the state’s working water-
fronts. Those leading the initia-
tive found that just 25 miles of
the coast could be used by fish-
ermen for parking their vehi-
cles, unloading bait and loading
their catch, or loading and
unloading their vessels.

Parker’s report on the shore-
line question was forwarded by

e-mail to those participating in
the Sears Island planning
process.

The calculations, she noted,
were done quickly and likely do
not include land held by land
trusts, private individuals who
allow public access, and 
waterfront land owned by munici-
palities.

Sears Island issues prompt shoreline access questions 

BY TIM ROBERTSON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Friday nights are always the
busiest for Penobscot County dispatchers, but
most don’t involve a life-or-death situation like
the one that occurred on July 14. 

What started that evening as a suicide threat
made by a Millinocket woman escalated into a
two-hour standoff and became even more danger-
ous when the woman turned her 20-gauge shot-
gun on police. 

Two dispatchers, Erin Coombs and Tim Hall,
serving as the only link between the woman and
police on the scene, talked her out of committing
suicide and, after two hours, convinced her to sur-
render peacefully to the officers outside her
apartment, even after she fired one shot at them.

“My heart was in my throat, and I shook after-
ward for 15 minutes,” Coombs admitted last week,
recalling the difficult situation.

Dispatchers
play vital role
in standoff
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