
BY BILL TROTTER
AND RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

A Winter Harbor native and
philanthropist who gave away
millions of dollars to charitable
organizations
in eastern
Maine and
southeaster n
Pennsylvania
has died.

Fitz Eugene
Dixon Jr.
passed away
Wednesday at
A b i n g t o n
Memorial Hos-
pital in suburban Philadelphia,
according to hospital spokes-
woman Lisa Durst.

Dixon was 82 years old. The
cause of death was melanoma,
the Philadelphia Inquirer
reported on its Web site.

Dixon was the primary heir
to a venerable Philadelphia 
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CCaarr ttaaiilllliigghhttss streak down a rural road in Levant as bolts of lightning fill the sky Tuesday night. Thundershowers preceded
the warm front that closed over Maine on Wednesday, pushing temperatures to a high of 93 degrees in Brunswick and 
Portland. Bangor’s high temperature was 90 Wednesday, with a heat index of 92, according to the National Weather Service.
For stories about the weather and a lightning strike in East Millinocket, see Pages B3 and B5. 

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

WASHINGTON — Threats
against federal judges are on a
record-setting pace this year,
nearly 18 months after the fami-
ly of a federal judge was killed
in Chicago.

U.S. marshals, who protect
the nation’s 2,200 federal judges,
believe they averted another
potential tragedy in the Mid-
west last year when they helped
block the release of a prison
inmate who told a judge in a
series of sexually charged let-

ters that he was going to take
her away.

Threats and inappropriate
communications have quadru-
pled over 10 years ago. There
were 201 reported such inci-
dents in the 1996 government
spending year and 943 in the
year that ended Sept. 30, 2005,
Thomas Folan, the marshal in
charge of judicial security for
federal judges in Maine, said
Monday.

This year alone, the Marshals
Service has had 822 reports of
inappropriate communications

and threats, a pace that would
top 1,000 for the year. 

“We’ve had a couple of dozen
threats in the past two or three
years,” Folan said. “Some
[threats] have been significant.
Other people have just been
venting. We consider all to be
equally important and investi-
gate them all.”

Federal judges in Maine
receive fewer threats than those
in more populous states, Folan
said Monday from his Portland
office. He investigates all inap-
propriate communications sent

to the dozen judges, including
the three who sit on the 1st Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Boston
and live and work in Maine.

Marshals provide security for
three federal magistrate judges,
four district court judges and
two bankruptcy court judges in
Maine, according to Folan. That
includes overseeing protection
for judges when they travel on
official business in and outside
the U.S.

The Marshals Service in
Maine also provides security for

U.S. Marshals Service increases federal court security in Maine, nation

Threats against judges up sharply

BY ANICK JESDANUN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — AOL just gave
its customers more reasons to
stop paying.

In a strategy shift likely to
accelerate the decline in its core
Internet access business, AOL
said Wednesday it would give
away e-mail accounts and soft-
ware previously available only
to customers who paid as much
as $26 a month.

AOL hopes to chase addition-
al online advertising dollars
instead. Encouraged by such
trends as its 40 percent jump in
ad revenue in the second quar-
ter, AOL figures that by making
services free, it can prevent
users from defecting to Yahoo
Inc., Google Inc. and Microsoft
Corp., which have offered free,
ad-supported e-mail for years.

Rob Enderle, an analyst with
the Enderle Group, said the
restructuring brings Time

Warner Inc.’s online unit in line
with “this decade as opposed to
the last decade” and lets the
company “hold on to the cus-
tomers they had left.”

“Had they done nothing, by the
end of the decade, they would
have been gone,” Enderle said.

The move marks the end of
an era for a company that grew

rapidly in
the 1990s by
making it
easy to con-
nect online,
giving mil-
lions of

Americans their first taste of e-
mail, the Web and instant mes-
saging through discs that con-
tinually arrived unsolicited in
mailboxes.

America Online, as it was
then known, became the undis-
puted leader of dial-up Internet
access when many people still
used that method to get online.

In strategy shift,
AOL makes more
of its services free

BY STEPHANIE NANO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — If your heart
suddenly stopped, how long
should rescue workers try to
save you? Should you be taken
to the hospital even if you can’t
be revived and are likely to die?

Canadian researchers say
they’ve devised a test that helps
rescue workers spot those futile
cases and save a frantic trip to
the hospital.

Some paramedics with

advanced training — those who
can give drugs and start IVs —
already are allowed to stop giv-
ing CPR if their efforts fail and
they have consulted a doctor,
said lead researcher, Dr. Laurie
J. Morrison of the University of
Toronto.

But 60 percent of Americans
and Canadians, mostly in rural
areas, are served by rescue
workers who only have basic
skills and don’t have that
option, she said.

“Now they make no decisions

whatsoever,” Morrison said.
“They just start the resuscita-
tion, put them in the back of the
ambulance and drive.”

Taking such lost causes to the
hospital ties up ambulances and
emergency departments, and
the race to get there is haz-
ardous for rescue workers and
other motorists, researchers
said.

Morrison said her group
studied the issue after she was
approached by two frustrated
paramedics. The researchers

reviewed old cases, devised a
three-point rule, then tested it
in urban and rural areas of
Ontario. Their findings are in
Thursday’s New England Jour-
nal of Medicine.

Few people survive a cardiac
arrest, which is caused by an
abnormal heart rhythm and
brought on by a heart attack or
heart disease, electrocution,
drowning or choking. The vic-
tim loses consciousness and
stops breathing. More than

Test can help predict when CPR is futile

Dixon

BY A.J. HIGGINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — After weeks of
mind-boggling attempts, a bril-
liant hacker cracks the firewall
of the state’s computer child
support database and within
minutes downloads more than
300,000 Social Security numbers
and individual bank routing
codes onto his laptop.

At another department, a
bored state employee is killing
time at an online porn site and
unknowingly downloads a virus
that races through the state

income tax collection database
relaying names and informa-
tion about thousands of taxpay-
ers to a remote computer.

These incidents didn’t happen
in Maine, but if they had, you
may not have found out about it.

Until a recently enacted law
becomes effective Jan. 31, 2007,
Maine state agencies are not
required to notify you if your
information is stolen from any of
the state’s computer databases.

Incidents like the child sup-
port breach in Nebraska or
income tax hacking in Oregon

State agencies will be required
to notify victims of stolen data

ID theft law
expanding
in Maine
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AAnn IIssrraaeellii ssoollddiieerr waits for orders to march toward Lebanon from
northern Israel on Wednesday. 

Warm Front in Action

BY HAMZA HENDAWI
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOURJ AL-MULOUK,
Lebanon — Hezbollah fired its
biggest and
deepest vol-
ley of rock-
ets into
Israel on
Wednesday
as Israel
pursued the
guerrillas with 8,000 ground
troops and heavy bombing. With

fighting in its fourth week and
diplomatic efforts stalled, the
region braced for a bitter and
long war.

In eastern Lebanon, villagers
wept as heavy machinery car-
ried off the bodies of those killed
in an overnight raid against a
Hezbollah stronghold. Across
northern Israel, forests and
fields lay scorched from rocket
fire that killed a Massachusetts
native fleeing on his bicycle after
a warning siren went off.

Largest, deepest rocket attack
of war launched by Hezbollah 
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