
BY SHARON KILEY MACK
OF THE NEWS STAFF

B
angor resident Steve Sias didn’t
even need gas Tuesday morning,
but when he saw the price at
Valero’s station in Newport —

$2.699 a gallon for regular — he pulled in
and topped off his tank.

“I was truly shocked when I was driving
by and saw the price,” Sias said. “It was
$2.89 at my regular station in Bangor.”

A Newport businessman has made it his
mission to offer the lowest price possible for
gas and not gobble the profits.

Valero’s prices are 20 to 30 cents cheaper
than most other stations, and the move is
rippling through town. Other Newport sta-
tions are responding by dropping their
prices as well.

Greg Lovley, who owns Triangle Plaza, New-
port Motor Sports, Newport Entertainment
Center and a handful of other businesses, pur-
chased the Valero gas station this summer, and
as prices crept up, up and out of sight every-
where else, Lovley’s prices dropped.

On Tuesday morning, gasoline in the Ban-
gor-to-Pittsfield area ranged from $2.869 to
$2.929 a gallon for regular unleaded.

At downtown Newport, on busy Route 2,
however, cars were lined up at Valero. Dri-
vers didn’t mind the wait in line or that

the station has a pay-first policy. 
Gas at Valero was $2.69. On a 20-gallon fill-

up, one Pittsfield resident saved $3.20.
At those prices, simple math shows that

Lovley is losing more than $10,000 a week in
potential profits to keep his customers satis-
fied.

Valero Energy Corp., based in San Anto-
nio, Texas, is the largest refiner in North
America, with a refining network stretching
from Canada to the U.S. Gulf Coast and West
Coast to the Caribbean, according to its Web
site. It has more than 5,000 retail and whole-
sale outlets in the U.S., Canada and
Caribbean. It sells under the names of
Valero, Diamond Shamrock, Shamrock,
Ultramar and Beacon.

A clerk at a rival gas station in Pittsfield,
who declined to be named, said Tuesday that

BY KATHERINE CASSIDY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PLEASANT POINT — The Oklahoma developer
who wants to build a $500 million liquefied natural
gas facility on Passamaquoddy tribal land put for-
ward a $200,000 “good faith” offer last week to the
Tribal Council at the Pleasant Point reservation, the
developer confirmed Tuesday.

The offer, which apparently was not accepted or
acted upon, may have unnerved
some tribal members and left
others not wanting to talk about
it at all. A spokeswoman for a
group opposing the facility
denounced the offer made so
close to elections.

Marilyn Francis, the tribe’s lieutenant gover-
nor, said she had no comment Tuesday on devel-
opments at the meeting last Thursday.

BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Supporters of a tribal racetrack casino in
Washington County said Tuesday they believe
they have enough signatures to place the matter
before voters next year. 

“We will be on the ballot,” predicted Pas-
samaquoddy tribal representative Fred Moore,
whose group ended its petition drive last week
after submitting an additional 8,000 signatures to
state elections officials. 

That latest submission brought the group’s
total to about 56,000 signatures, several thousand
more than required to earn a spot on the 2007 bal-
lot, according to Moore.

Moore’s group, the Washington County Tribal
Track Coalition, failed to make the 2006 ballot in
January after nearly 13,000 of the 61,000 signa-
tures submitted by the group were disqualified

BY FRANCIS X. QUINN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WISCASSET — Hundreds of people
including Gov. John Baldacci and members
of the state’s congressional delegation
filled a community center Tuesday for the
funeral of a soldier who was killed in
Afghanistan earlier this month.

Pfc. Andrew Small, 19, of Wiscasset was
one of three soldiers from the 10th Moun-
tain Division who were killed when their
patrol came under attack Aug. 11.

Small died while fighting off the enemy,
and his actions allowed other soldiers to
seek cover, said the Rev. Wally Staples, who
led the service.

“He died an awesome hero,” Staples said
afterward.

Attendees were shown a video that
included pictures of Small growing up with
his three brothers. His parents, Terry and
Cindy Small, were presented with a Bronze

Star and other medals, as well as the U.S.
and state flags, Staples said.

From there, the family proceeded to Pine
Grove Cemetery in Dresden, where there
was a military ceremony with a bugler and
a 21-gun salute.

Killed along with Small were Army Spc.
Rogelio Garza Jr., 26, of Corpus Christi,
Texas, and Army Pfc. James White Jr., 19, of
Huber Heights, Ohio. Their convoy was
attacked with rocket-propelled grenades

BY KEN THOMAS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Traffic
deaths last year reached the
highest level since 1990, pro-
pelled by an increase in motor-
cycle and pedestrian fatalities.
The overall fatality rate was up
for the first time in 20 years.

Motorcyclists’ deaths rose for
an eighth straight year, the gov-
ernment said. Nearly half the
riders were not wearing hel-
mets.

Some 43,443 people were
killed on the highways last year,
up 1.4 percent from 42,836 in
2004, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration

said Tuesday. It was the highest
number in a single year since
1990, when 44,599 people were
killed.

The fatality rate grew slightly
to 1.47 deaths per 100 million
miles traveled, an increase from
1.45 in 2004. That was the first
increase since 1986.

Said acting Transportation

Secretary Maria Cino: “Motor-
cyclists need to wear their hel-
mets, drivers need to buckle up,
and all motorists need to stay
sober.”

Fifty-five percent of the pas-
senger vehicle occupants
killed were not wearing seat
belts.

BY JEFF TUTTLE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Don’t look for either political
party to claim sweeping majori-
ties in the Legislature come
November, elections experts say,
with the battle for control of the
closely divided State House like-
ly to come down to just a few key
races.

“It’s anybody’s call,” said Tim
Storey, an analyst with the
National Conference of State
Legislatures, which last week
listed Maine among its top 10

battlegrounds in the 2006
midterm elections. “Control
could come down to seats you
can’t even predict.”

With the election still more
than two months away, state
party officials aren’t necessari-
ly making predictions. But they
are setting their sights on spe-
cific races they think will tip
the balance of power.

As it stands, Democrats hold a
74-73 advantage in the Maine
House of Representatives and a
19-16 edge in the Maine Senate. 

Page A1    3rd edition Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black

bangordailynews.com WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2006 60 cents
FINAL EDITION

It’s what you need. To know.

PORTO CALL
Stonington takeout shack offers Maine and

Portuguese seafood (and cockatoos, too)  C1 Marie Claire brings
‘Beauty Road Show’
to Bangor Thursday

C1

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KATE COLLINS

Ben Hawthorne of Newport waits in line to fill his motorcycle with gas at the Valero station in Newport. The owner of the station, Greg 
Lovley, lowered the price of regular unleaded gas to $2.69 a gallon, causing nearby stations to lower their prices also. 

Worth theWait

Business booming after Newport station lowers price at the pump

Lovley trades $10,000 
a week in profits for 
satisfied customers 

Mourners
arrive at
Wiscasset
Community
Center for
the funeral
service for
Pfc. Andrew
Small, 19, of
Wiscasset
on Tuesday.
Small was
serving in
Afghanistan
when his
unit came
under
attack 
Aug. 11. 
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Did you know?
This year, the festival will have street

performances by the Alberti Flea
Circus, the Bahamas Junkanoo Revue
and the Chinese Folk Art Workshop.

2 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News
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