
BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

S
uzanne Flood is used to
recognizing who young
people are wherever she
goes. Her job depends on
it.

So when a young man approached
her as she nibbled on a taco during a
recent lunch break, Flood hesitated
for only a moment before realization
dawned. She knew his face.

“He used to be this big pothead; he
was sleeping on the street and under
bridges,” the 39-year-old outreach
worker recalled recently at the Shaw
House, a Greater Bangor homeless

shelter for youth that has been her
employer for the last six years.

Not long ago the once-homeless
young man sought Flood’s help. Now
he was on his own, working a steady
job and trying to set his life in drug-
free motion.

“I just was sitting there, and he
came over and said, ‘I’ve been want-
ing to tell you for a while that what
you did for me back then, it really
helped.’”

“That’s all I needed,” she conclud-
ed. “If I help one kid, then I’m happy.”

One kid at a time might well be the
motto for Streetlight, one of six pro-
grams the Shaw House offers and per-
haps its most overlooked. From its

hub within the basement of an old
brick building on lower Union Street,
Streetlight shines its beacon into the
darkest places of eastern Maine for
the area’s homeless and nearly home-
less youths.

With an on-the-streets approach,
Flood and her Streetlight co-workers,
Sarah Shaafi, Chris Betts and Stormi
Ames, are more in touch with home-
less youth than any other service
agency in the area.

And there are a lot of them.
Over a recent 30-day period, the

Streetlight staff counted as many as
70 homeless youths aged 15-24 in the
Bangor area. 

BY ANUSHKA ASTHANA
THE WASHINGTON POST

Twelve years ago, a young man pas-
sionate about politics joined the cam-
paign team for a Democrat hoping to
become a U.S. senator
in Maine. But what
David Donnelly saw
during that race made
him lose faith in the
system: Instead of
courting voters, both
candidates spent most of their time
courting potential donors.

Day in and day out, Donnelly realized,
the candidates sat in “dark rooms” on the
phone, trying to persuade people they did

not know to give them money. To Donnel-
ly, this was not what democracy is about:
“The communities the candidates came
in touch with were those that had money
— a small proportion of the electorate.
The people that were not listened to were
those who did not have the money. They
had no voice in the election.”

Contact with the public during that
1994 race between Democrat Thomas H.
Andrews and Republican Olympia J.
Snowe (who won) was limited to what the
money could be spent on — television and
radio ads, prerecorded phone messages,
and fliers. “Maybe I was naive back then,
but I felt they were pulled away from the
voters themselves,” he said.

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The Maine Hospital Association and
Gov. John Baldacci announced
Wednesday a plan to make good on
more than $300 million in Medicaid
debt owed to Maine hospitals. Hospi-
tals greeted the announcement as good
news long overdue and legislative
Democrats pledged
their support, but
Republicans and
gubernatorial candi-
dates hoping to unseat
the governor in
November expressed
skepticism and
charged Baldacci with
electioneering. 

The three-year plan
calls for the state’s
Medicaid program, called MaineCare,
to increase the weekly payments it
makes to Maine’s 39 nonprofit hospi-
tals for the health care provided to
more than 260,000 MaineCare
enrollees. The increased payments
would start in July 2007 and feed
depleted hospital coffers by a total of
$221 million in state and federal Med-
icaid dollars by October 2010.

The plan calls for the Legislature to
approve about $204 million in state
funding over the next three years, Bal-
dacci said Wednesday. 

BY RON HUTCHESON 
AND JONATHAN LANDAY
McCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON — President
Bush stressed diplomacy over
military action in the standoff
over North Korea’s nuclear
weapons program Wednesday as

North Korea
t h r e a t e n e d
more weapons
tests.

At the Unit-
ed Nations,
Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi
Annan said the
world faces
“an extremely
difficult situa-
tion” and called
for direct talks
between the
United States
and North
Korea. Bush

rejected one-on-one negotia-
tions, but said he remains com-
mitted to diplomacy. He urged
the U.N. to impose stiff econom-
ic sanctions on North Korea.

North Korea said it would
consider international econom-
ic sanctions a declaration of
war.

“The more they push us, the
stronger our response will be,”
an unidentified North Korean
official told the South Korean
news service, Yonhap. Other
North Korean officials raised
the possibility of additional
weapons tests.

U.S. intelligence officials were
still trying to confirm North
Korea’s claim Sunday that it had
successfully tested a nuclear
weapon.

At a White House news con-
ference, Bush reiterated previ-
ous statements that he would
not tolerate a nuclear-armed
North Korea. 

BY STEVENSON SWANSON
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

NEW YORK — A small fixed-
wing aircraft piloted by a New
York Yankees pitcher slammed
into a posh Manhattan residen-
tial skyscraper Wednesday after-
noon, leaving at least two people
dead and the city reeling with
initial fears of terrorism over
what was determined to be a
tragic accident.

As a precaution North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Com-
mand, or NORAD, scrambled
fighter jets over several U.S. and
Canadian cities minutes after the
plane crashed into the midsec-

tion of the 50-story building at
2:45 p.m. Eyewitnesses said the
plane smashed into the north
face of the red brick building,
producing a fireball that
engulfed several apartments
around the 30th floor and
dropped debris into the street.
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A young woman who calls herself Mouze (left), who wished to be identified only by her nickname, doles out hugs to her
friends Angela Winchester and Charlie Piatt (right) on a Monday night earlier this year at the Shaw House in Bangor,
where Streetlight, a program for homeless or near-homeless youths, holds weekly gatherings. “A lot of [homeless] youth
around here don’t have anywhere to turn,” said Mouze. 

THE WASHINGTON POST PHOTO BY NIKKI KAHN

David Donnelly, shown here in 
Washington, D.C., has spent more than a
decade moving around the country 
campaigning for clean-election laws that
do not “force candidates to make phone
calls in dark rooms.” 
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BY RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

SEDGWICK — As state fire officials met
in Augusta Wednesday to review details of
the string of arson fires in the state in
recent weeks, investigators were at the
scene of another arson fire which
destroyed a vacant building in Sedgwick
Tuesday night. 

The Sedgwick fire was deliberately set,
according to Sgt. Tim York of the State
Fire Marshal’s Office. York inspected the
scene Wednesday morning, but because
the case remains under investigation, he
declined to describe how the blaze was
started.

State fire officials, meanwhile, contin-
ued their efforts to solve the other arson
cases now under investigation. Fire offi-
cials have investigated five barn fires in
the state within a little more than a week,
according to Public Safety Department
spokesman Stephen McCausland. 
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