
BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MILLINOCKET — Avid bicyclists
Stanley and Lisa A. McLaughlin
moved back to town from Bangor last
year and looked forward to getting in
some serious cycling, but they
noticed something strange.

The Katahdin region offers some of
the most gorgeous on- and off-road
cycling country in the U.S. — daunt-
ingly steep hills, honeycombs of net-
worked trails through lush woods,
invitingly sparse traffic, lots of
places to stop and eat or admire
scenery — yet almost none of it is

organized, at least not in Millinocket. 
No big cycling clubs, mapped or

marked trails, and little if any bicy-
cling lanes lining roads, they said.

“If you fly over
the area, you say,
‘Wow, there’s quite a
network [of trails]
here,’ but there has-
n’t been a group
organized to pro-
mote or organize
that, especially the health benefits
involved in biking,” Lisa McLaughlin
said Tuesday. “Right now, there really
isn’t much here.”

The McLaughlins and about 35

other residents want to change that.
The group is forming a bicycling

and hiking club that, following in the
footsteps of local ATV and snowmo-
bile riders, wants to map trails, pub-
lish a trail guide, promote bicycle and
hiking safety and education, estab-
lish bike lanes and signage on roads,
create Katahdin racing and touring
events and apply for private, state or
federal grant money for those efforts.

It won’t happen overnight, but the
residents are off to a good start, Stan-
ley McLaughlin said. They met Mon-
day night with Rep. Herbert E. Clark,
D-Millinocket, some Town Council

Cycling plan to boost Katahdin area

BY RICK WEISS
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection
Agency has decided to regulate a large class of con-
sumer items made with microscopic “nanoparticles”
of silver, part of a new but increasingly widespread
technology that may pose unanticipated environ-
mental risks, a government official said this week.

The decision — which will affect the marketing of
high-tech odor-destroying shoe liners, food-storage
containers, air fresheners, washing machines and a
wide range of other products that contain tiny bacte-
ria-killing particles of silver — marks a significant
reversal in federal policy. 

BY JOHN HEILPRIN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Conserva-
tion groups and a U.S. official
expressed frustration Friday
after fishing nations blocked U.N.
negotiators from imposing a full-
fledged ban against destructive
bottom trawling on the high seas.

“There were several countries
that really didn’t want any con-

trols at all,” Assistant Secretary
of State Claudia McMurray said
in an interview. “Unfortunately,
the resolution comes up short.
We’re very disappointed that this
is the result we ended up with.”

After weeks of talks in New
York, a United Nations commit-
tee that oversees high seas fish-
eries failed to gain unanimous
support this week for ending
unregulated bottom trawling.

Fishing boats that drag giant
nets along the sea floor can be as
destructive as they are effective,
wiping out creatures and habi-
tats while scooping up every-
thing in their path, according to
a National Academy of Sciences
report in 2002.

Iceland and Russia, along
with China and South Korea,
resisted a proposed ban that had
the backing of President Bush

and U.S. allies such as Britain,
Norway, Australia and New
Zealand.

Any one country can hold up
the committee’s closed-door
negotiations. Because of the
impasse, the proposed ban proba-
bly won’t be considered at a ple-
nary meeting of the 192-nation
U.N. assembly next month in
New York.

BY MAL LEARY 
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — The Senate
Select Committee on Intelli-
gence usually meets in a win-
dowless, secure room with
armed guards at the door. It
rarely meets in open session,
but its responsibility to oversee
all of the nation’s intelligence
agencies makes it one of the
most important committees of
Congress. 

Maine Sen. Olympia Snowe, a
Republican, serves on the panel
and agreed to discuss its priori-
ties in the upcoming session
after the incoming chairman of
the committee, Senator Jay
Rockefeller, D-W.Va., issued a
statement outlining his goals.

“To start with, the committee
must look ahead to the next 10
years in the war on terror and
insist that the United States

I n t e l l i g e n c e
C o m m u n i t y
create a com-
p r e h e n s i v e ,
global counter-
terrorism plan
for the next
decade,” Rock-
efeller said.
“This strategy
must be
informed by a

better understanding of emerg-
ing threat areas in Southeast
Asia, Africa, South America
and other parts of the Middle
East.”

BY STEVEN R. HURST
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Revenge-
seeking militiamen seized six
Sunnis as they left Friday
prayers and burned them alive
with kerosene in a savage new
twist to the brutality shaking
the Iraqi capital a day after sus-
pected Sunni insurgents killed
215 people in Baghdad’s main
Shiite district.

Iraqi soldiers at a nearby
army post failed to intervene in
Friday’s assault by suspected
members of the Shiite Mahdi
Army militia or subsequent
attacks that killed at least 19
other Sunnis, including women
and children, in the same neigh-
borhood, the volatile Hurriyah
district in northwest Baghdad,
said police Capt. Jamil Hussein.

Most of the thousands of
dead bodies that have been
found dumped across Baghdad
and other cities in central Iraq
in recent months have been of
victims who were tortured and
then shot to death, according to
police. 

The suspected militia killers
often have used electric drills on
their captives’ bodies before
killing them. The bodies are fre-
quently decapitated.

But burning victims alive
introduced a new method of
brutality that was likely to be

reciprocated by the other sect as
the Shiites and Sunnis continue
killing one another in unprece-
dented numbers. 

The gruesome attack, which
came despite a curfew in Bagh-
dad, capped a day in which at
least 87 people were killed or

found dead in
sectarian vio-
lence across
Iraq.

In Hurriyah,
the rampaging
m i l i t i a m e n
also burned
and blew up
four mosques
and torched
several homes

in the district, Hussein said.
Residents of the troubled dis-

trict claim the Mahdi Army has
begun kidnapping and holding
Sunni hostages to use in ritual
slaughter at the funerals of Shi-
ite victims of Baghdad’s raging
sectarian war.

BY DIANA BOWLEY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

T
om Tillson greeted a
customer in his Dexter
hardware store, gave
directions to an
employee, prepared an
order and worked on

payroll, all within a matter of min-
utes on a recent fall day.

It comes with the territory, said
Tillson, 44, as he roamed aisles
filled with bolts,
nails and an
assortment of
other items at Till-
son True Value
and Just Ask
Rental on Main
Street.

As the fourth-
generation co-
owner, Tillson
said, he wouldn’t expect life in his
store to be any other way.

Yet the business, which opened
in 1897, has survived because cus-
tomer service has always come
first, said Rich Pfirman, 62, Till-
son’s partner and cousin-in-law.

“We never say no to the cus-
tomer, or that’s what we try to do,”
Pfirman said.

It’s also why the business has
continued to thrive even after Dex-
ter’s major employer, Dexter Shoe
Co., announced in September 2001
that its local manufacturing opera-
tions would cease by year’s end.
Some 800 jobs were affected.

Projecting flat growth for his
store after the closing, Pfirman

reluctantly worked on downsizing.
Those plans never had to be exe-

cuted, however, because business
took a sharp turn upward after the
manufacturer closed, and it has
shown steady growth every year
since, he said.

Dexter went from being a town
with one major manufacturer to a
coveted bedroom community for
Bangor, Waterville and beyond,
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Rich Pfirman
owns Tillson’s
TrueValue in
Dexter. He
thought he
would have to
downsize after
Dexter Shoe
closed, but his
business is
going very well
thanks to 
renovations
done by 
newcomers to
the town.
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