
BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Saddam Hussein urged
Iraqis to embrace “brotherly coexistence” and
not to hate U.S.-led foreign troops in a goodbye let-
ter posted on a Web site Wednes-
day, a day after Iraq’s highest
court upheld his death sentence
and ordered him hanged within
30 days.

A top government official,
meanwhile, said Saddam’s exe-
cution could proceed without
the approval of Iraq’s president,
meaning there were no more
legal obstacles to sending the
deposed dictator to the gallows.

One of Saddam’s attorneys, Issam Ghazzawi,
confirmed to The Associated Press in Jordan that
the Internet letter was authentic, saying it was

BY ANNE RAVANA 
OF THE NEWS STAFF

A
fter 92 years in business,
Bangor’s family-owned
hardware heavyweight is
being acquired by anoth-

er family-owned firm.
Bangor True Value Hardware

will reopen Friday as an Aubu-
chon store, still stocked with
high-gloss paint and humming-
bird feeders, plumbing supplies

and smoke detectors, but without
a Hanson family member as the
boss. 

“We have nobody to take this
over,” co-owner Dick Hanson said
Wednesday, referring to his chil-
dren and co-owner Tom Hanson’s
children, who have all chosen to
pursue other careers.

“It’s just the timing — and
finding another good family-
owned and operated business,”
he said.

Indeed, the first Aubuchon
store opened in Massachusetts in
1908 — six years before Walter
Hanson and Hayward Dunham

opened their business on Broad
Street in downtown Bangor. The
Bangor store was primarily a

BY JOHN HEILPRIN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Polar
bears are in jeopardy and need
stronger government protection
because of melting Arctic sea
ice related to global warming,
the Bush administration said
Wednesday.

The Interior Department
cites thinning sea ice as the big
problem. Outside the govern-

ment, other scientists studying
the issue say pollution, over-
hunting, development and even
tourism also may be factors.
Greenland and Norway have the
most polar bears, while a quar-
ter of them live mainly in Alas-
ka and travel to Canada and
Russia.

Interior Secretary Dirk
Kempthorne on Wednesday pro-
posed listing polar bears as a

BY LARRY MARGASAK
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The
inspectors general entrusted to
unearth waste, fraud and abuse
in federal agencies are increas-
ingly under attack, as top gov-
ernment officials they scruti-
nize try to erode the watchdogs’
independence and authority.

During 2006, several inspec-
tors general felt the wrath of

government bosses or their sup-
porters in Congress after inves-
tigations cited agencies for poor
performance, excessive spend-
ing or wasted money.

For instance:
ä The top official of the gov-

ernment’s property and supply
agency compared its inspector
general to a terrorist, hoping to
chill audits of General Services
Administration regional offices
and private businesses.

ä Directors of the govern-
ment’s legal aid program dis-
cussed firing their inspector
general, who investigated how
top officials lavishly spent tax
dollars for limousine services,
ritzy hotels and $14 “Death by
Chocolate” desserts.

ä Administration-friendly
Republicans in Congress tried
to do away with the special
inspector general for Iraq, who

BY KAREN MATTHEWS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — After many years of decline, the
number of murders climbed this year in New
York and many other major U.S. cities, reaching
their highest levels in a decade in some places.

Among the reasons given: gangs, drugs, the
easy availability of illegal guns, a disturbing ten-
dency among young people to pull guns when
they do not get the respect they demand, and, in
Houston at least, an influx of Hurricane Katrina
evacuees.

In New York, where the city reported 579 homi-
cides through Dec. 24 — a nearly 10 percent
increase from the year before — the spike is most-
ly the result of an unusually large number of
“reclassified homicides,” or those involving vic-

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

William S. Cohen, who served in the
U.S. House and Senate and later as U.S.
secretary of defense, recalled the famous
statement that former President Gerald
R. Ford made when he took over the
office in 1974: “I’m a Ford, not a Lincoln.” 

“That was his way of expressing his
humility,” Cohen said Wednesday,
remembering the man he found to be
straightforward, honest, honorable and
humble. 

Ford, the 38th U.S. president, died
Tuesday at his home in California at age
93 after battling a variety of illnesses.

“He didn’t want people to inflate

expectations. He came to this position
not seeking it,” said Cohen, who heads
the Cohen Group, a Washington-based
international business consulting
firm. “His stated goal in his political
life was to become Speaker of the
House.”

Cohen was a freshman member of the
House and Ford was minority leader
when the two met.

“He welcomed all freshman members

and introduced himself to each one of us
individually,” Cohen said. “I knew him
well. As a freshman congressman, I had
the opportunity to actually pass judg-
ment on him, which is a rare experience
for someone who is in his first term in
Congress.”

The impeachment investigation of
President Richard M. Nixon was under
way at the time, and in passing judgment
on the soon-to-be appointed Ford, Cohen
took the opportunity to learn more about
Ford’s background, policies and leader-
ship and then to question him.

“That was somewhat unique,” Cohen
said. “I was fairly aggressive in my ques-
tioning, particularly on certain issues.”
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State officials warn winter sports enthusiasts 
to wait it out

Not enough ice
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Vice President Ford (right) greets President Nixon at Loring Air Force Base
on July 3, 1974, after Nixon’s return from a Russian summit. Pat Nixon
(left) and Julie Nixon Eisenhower were also present. Nixon resigned the 
presidency a month later.
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AS BANGOR HARDWARE CLOSES ITS DOORS, NEW OWNER AUBUCHON IS ...

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY KEVIN BENNETT

“I’m sad that it’s closing,” said Paul Thompson of Eddington, a Bangor Hardware customer for the last 30 years, as he purchases drywall
screws at the store on Tuesday. “I’ll miss the friendly people and the convenience,” he added.

BUILDING 
HISTORY ON

Bangor Hardware co-owner Dick Hanson (left) assists Al Knisley of
Bangor as he makes a purchase during the closing days of Bangor
Hardware at Penobscot Plaza in Bangor.
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