
BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — In 10 days, Bangor will become the
first city in Maine, perhaps in the nation, to ban
adults from smoking in any motor vehicle when
children are present.

In a 6-3 vote Monday night, the Bangor City
Council approved a measure that prohibits any
driver or passenger from lighting up a cigarette or
other smoking material in a motor vehicle if any-
one under age 18 is in the vehicle. Violators of the
new city ordinance can be fined $50. The law
applies to any motor vehicle on any public road
within the city limits. 

In a move that surprised the measure’s support-
ers, the council endorsed an amendment from
Councilor Patricia Blanchette that changes a vio-
lation of the ban from a secondary offense to a pri-
mary offense. That means police can stop a vehicle
carrying children if smoking in the vehicle is
observed. As originally drafted, police would have
to stop the vehicle for some other reason, such as
speeding. 

Blanchette, a smoker herself, spoke forcefully
against passing a lackluster measure that might
lack enforceability or “teeth.” 

“A secondary offense is not worth the paper it’s
written on,” she told fellow council members. People
who smoke with a child present in the confined
space of a car or truck might as well be deliber-

BY BLAINE HARDEN
THE WASHINGTON POST

SEATTLE — After years of
close association with the
Republican Party and hard-
nosed opposition to federal
land-use regulation, the Nation-
al Rifle Association is being
pressured by its membership to
distance itself from President
Bush’s energy policies that have
opened more public land for oil
and gas drilling and limited
access to hunters and anglers.

“The Bush administration

has placed more emphasis on oil
and gas than access rights for
hunters,” said Ronald L.
Schmeits, second vice president
of the NRA, a member of its
board of directors and a bank
president in Raton, N.M.

The new emphasis on the
issue of access to public lands,
which Schmeits said is at the
“discussion” level among the
NRA’s directors, would repre-
sent a strategic shift for the
NRA, whose leadership in
Washington has long main-
tained that its 4 million mem-

bers were not complaining or
even asking questions about
access to public lands.

But, during the past six years,
an increasing number of the
country’s 46 million hunters
and anglers, including Republi-
can-leaning shooting organiza-
tions such as the Boone and
Crockett Club, have been grum-
bling about the Bush’s adminis-
tration fast-tracking of oil and
gas drilling leases on public
lands.

“We find that our members
are having a harder time find-

ing access to public land,” said
Schmeits, who recently pushed
the NRA to lobby for congres-
sional protection of the game-
rich Valle Vidal forest on federal
land in New Mexico. “Gun
rights are still number one, but
there will be more time and
effort spent on this issue [by
NRA leaders] as we move for-
ward.”

Such a change in policy could
undercut a key argument that
the NRA uses to raise money,
sway voters and help elect can-
didates. It has long warned its

members that many environ-
mentalists are advancing a sub-
versive gun-grabbing agenda
masterminded by liberal
Democrats.

Andrew Arulanandam, the
group’s spokesman in Washing-
ton, said he agrees with
Schmeits that members are
voicing increasing concern
about access to hunting land
and that the NRA is focusing on
the problem.

This comes at a politically
challenging time for what has

BY TONI-LYNN ROBBINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Local officials
gathered Monday at Bangor
International Airport to pub-
licly oppose US Airway’s pro-
posed hostile takeover of Delta
Air Lines.

Delta representatives, elected
officials and community leaders
signed the “Keep Delta My
Delta” petition against the
merger Monday morning, and
said they feared a takeover
would result in diminished
services, fare increases, fewer
flight choices, and the loss of
local jobs.

“Keep Delta My Delta” is an
employee-led campaign that
supports the airline’s emer-
gence from bankruptcy as an
independent company. 

Delta employs more than 100
people in Maine, including 32 at

the Bangor airport, and brings
$280 million into the state’s
economy, according to the com-
pany. In Bangor, the two airlines
combined would control about
60 percent of BIA’s passenger
base.

Five airline carriers serve
BIA at present, with no one car-
rier controlling more than 40
percent of the market, accord-
ing to a handout from BIA
Director Rebecca Hupp. The
proposed merger would drop
the number of carriers to four.

“[BIA] is integral to the eco-
nomic health of northern and
eastern Maine,” Tim Woodcock,
former Bangor mayor, said dur-
ing a press conference in front
of the Delta ticket counter in
the domestic terminal.

In November, US Airways
made a hostile $8 billion bid for
bankrupt Delta. While Delta

Education chief
sees savings in
administration
BY WALTER GRIFFIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — The Department of Education
hopes to have a plan in place within two years to
eliminate most of the state’s school superintend-
ents and free a quarter-billion dollars for educat-
ing students.

Commissioner of Education Susan A. Gen-
dron on Monday offered more details of the
sweeping proposal which she said offers the best
chance to shift resources from administration to
the classroom.
The Local
Schools, Region-
al Support Ini-
tiative calls for
reducing the
number of
school adminis-
trative systems
from 152 to 26, a
move that will
save taxpayers
$250 million
over its first
three years,
according to
Gendron.

“We are talk-
ing about shift-
ing resources
from central
office adminis-
tration to the
classroom to achieve excellence in education for
every student in every classroom in every local
school,” she said.

Gendron outlined the proposal, which is
included in Gov. John Baldacci’s $6.4 billion
budget for 2007-09, during a press briefing at the
Cabinet Room on Monday.

She said the savings in administrative costs
would be used to expand the laptop program into
the high schools, create college scholarship funds
for low-income high school graduates, increase
professional development for teachers, and place
a full-time principal in every school.

Gendron also pointed out that the initiative
would enable the state to focus its dollars on

BY NADIA ABOU EL-MAGD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAIRO, Egypt — After Sad-
dam Hussein’s execution, a
wave of sympathy and support
for the former Iraqi dictator
swept the Arab world, with
some proclaiming him a mar-
tyr and comparing him to

heroes of Arab nationalism.
Praise for Saddam has only

grown since his Dec. 30 hanging
— when he answered insults
and taunts with disdain — over-
shadowing the memories
among many quarters of the
atrocities committed by his
regime.

The independent Egyptian

newspaper Al-Karama splashed
S a d d a m ’ s
photo over a
full page Mon-
day, with an
Iraqi flag
behind him,
declaring him

an “Arab martyr.”
“He lived as hero, died as a

man,” another Egyptian opposi-
tion newspaper, Al-Osboa, pro-
claimed in a headline, showing
a photo of Saddam at the gal-
lows.

The praise has angered the
governments of Iraq and
Kuwait, which Saddam’s sol-
diers invaded in 1990. On Mon-

BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MILLINOCKET — Several
areas in Maine are being con-
sidered for a $45 million refin-
ery, the state’s first and the
world’s largest, that would turn
forest products into clean-burn-
ing oil that would fuel electrical
plants, according to a developer.

As envisioned by the Frac-
tionation Development Center, a
Rumford-based nonprofit firm
promoting Maine biomass tech-

nologies, the full-scale pyrolysis
plant would be the first of sev-
eral eventually built in the state
that each would create at least

60 jobs for processing 800 to 900
tons of wood a day into bio-oil,

center Executive Director Scott
Christiansen said Monday. 

The bio-oil would fuel the cre-
ation of electricity about as
cleanly as does natural gas in
specially designed plants locat-
ed near the refineries, he said.

FDC has been reviewing pos-
sible host areas for several
months. It is considering Bai-
leyville in Washington County,
Down East Maine, Madison, the
Katahdin region, Old Town,
Presque Isle and Skowhegan
among others, Christiansen

said. Company workers will be
in Baileyville on Jan. 16 and
Millinocket on Jan. 17 to con-
duct informational meetings. 

“Approval is a big deal,”
Christiansen said Monday. “The
citizens have to want it. You
don’t want to mess with any-
body who doesn’t want you.”

Such a facility would have a
huge impact on the economy of
the host site’s region, if not the
state, Christiansen said. In the
biorefinery industry, which has
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"We hope that 
people will examine
this proposal more
closely because it's
going to wipe out

every school district
in Maine for 26

SADs [school
administrative 

districts] with super-
school boards." 

DALE DOUGLASS, MAINE
SCHOOL BOARD ASSOCIATION 
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