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Allen’s has
top sales
and mixed
reputation
BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

F
or some Mainers it is
the syrupy, smooth cof-
fee taste they enjoy
with each sip. For oth-

ers, it is the value they get from
its competitive price.

Regardless of why they
drink it, Maine residents unde-
niably have a favorite choice
when it comes to brands of
hard alcohol: Allen’s Coffee Fla-
vored Brandy.

The product is far and away
the most popular of all brands
of hard liquor sold in Maine,
according to statistics compiled
by the state Bureau of Alco-
holic Beverages and Lottery
Operations. More than 990,000
bottles of the booze were sold
in Maine in 2005, while Orloff
Vodka, the state’s second-high-
est-selling brand, sold just
fewer than 314,000 bottles, or
less than one-third of Allen’s
total, the statistics indicate.

Allen’s coffee brandy also far
outclassed those next in line in
terms of revenue, grossing
$11.6 million in Maine for 2005.
That same year, Captain Mor-
gan’s Spiced Rum and Bacardi
Light, ranked second and third
in Maine for dollar sales,
grossed $4.3 million and $4.1
million, respectively.

Along with its popularity,
however, Allen’s coffee brandy
has developed a reputation
other distillers may not envy. It
is known for frequently being
involved in alcohol-fueled crim-
inal complaints, while a popu-
lar drink made with Allen’s has
a host of unflattering nick-
names, including “gorilla
milk,” “liquid panty remover,”
“keep me up all night” and “fat
ass in a glass.”

In spite of its reputation, or
maybe in part because of it,
Allen’s coffee brandy sales

Razzie Awards
to ‘honor’ the
worst films, actors
of 2006  C1

BY ANNE RAVANA 
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Husson College has received
a donation of more than $1.5
million in property and annual
gifts, the largest donation in the
school’s history, officials
announced Monday.

Sidney and Nancy Unobskey
of Robbinston and San Francis-
co have donated the Unobskey
School, renamed Unobskey Col-
lege, in downtown Calais, valued
at $1.25 million. The couple also
has offered to underwrite the
school’s operating costs for the

next seven years, a gift valued at
$280,000, according to Husson
president William Beardsley.

“Our modest Unobskey Col-
lege has its champions. And out
of this rich environment, cou-

pled with these visions and
champions, might just come
new opportunities for the St.
Croix Valley,” Beardsley said at
a press conference at the
Richard E. Dyke Center for
Family Business on Husson’s
Bangor campus.

Husson College now owns
Unobskey College and plans to
use it as a satellite campus. In
the fall, Unobskey College will
offer bachelor’s and master’s
degree programs in criminal jus-
tice and business and a master’s
degree program in school coun-
seling. Husson hopes to add more

liberal arts courses and plans to
offer transfer opportunities for
Washington County Community
College students.

Students will be able to earn a
graduate degree without ever
leaving Calais, Beardsley said.

Husson will offer space to its
subsidiary, New England
School of Communications,
and its affiliate, Bangor Theo-
logical Seminary. NESCOM
plans to offer courses in media
studies, journalism and copy
writing and the seminary plans
to offer some of its religion,
theology and spirituality

courses at Unobskey College.
Husson also plans to open the

school to the University of New
Brunswick. The school will
e n c o u r a g e
residents of
Washington
County and
C h a r l o t t e
County, New
Brunswick,
to come to-
gether to take courses and pur-
sue degrees, Beardsley said.

“The Lower St. Croix River
Valley is home to 30,000 Canadi-
ans and Americans. As of today,

it will also be home to a collabo-
ration of international higher
education institutions in a place
we now call Unobskey College.
The concept is that of economic
development built around a
small international watershed
with so much to offer,” Beardsley
said. 

The Unobskey School now is
home to University College at
Calais, part of the University of
Maine System. The University
College will finish its semester
in the building, then relocate
to the Washington County

$1.5M gift to Husson creates new college in Calais

BY SETH BORENSTEIN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Human-
caused global warming is here
— visible in the air, water and
melting ice — and is destined to
get much worse in the future, an
authoritative global scientific
report will warn next week.

“The smoking gun is definite-
ly lying on the table as we
speak,” said top U.S. climate 

scientist Jerry Mahlman, who
reviewed all 1,600 pages of the

first segment
of a giant
f o u r - p a r t
report. “The
evidence ... is
compelling.”

The first
phase of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change is being released

Major climate-change study 
a ‘smoking gun’ on warming

BY THERESA AGOVINO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Pfizer Inc.,
struggling with fierce competi-
tion from makers of generic
drugs, announced Monday it
will cut 10,000 jobs and close at
least five facilities to slash its
annual costs by up to $2 billion
by next year.

The drastic measures by the
world’s largest drug maker
highlight the challenges faced
by many pharmaceutical com-

panies these days. In addition to
patent expirations, big drug
companies are
struggling with
a business cli-
mate where
insurers and
other large
purchasers of
medicines are demanding lower
prices and more evidence of
products’ worth.

Although big rounds of job
cuts typically boost a company’s
stock prize, shares of Pfizer fell

27 cents, or 1 percent, to close
Monday at $26.95 on the New
York Stock Exchange.

It’s the second time in two
years the maker of Viagra and
Lipitor has announced a major
cost-reduction plan to combat the
loss of about $14 billion in rev-
enues this year due to expiring
patents. The company is at risk
of losing 41 percent of its sales to
generic competition between
2010 and 2012, according to Pru-
dential analyst Tim Anderson.

Pfizer to lay off 10,000, close plants
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A Sombrero is a popular libation of Maine staple Allen’s Coffee Flavored Brandy mixed with milk on ice.
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BY BORZOU DARAGAHI
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Insurgents set off a pair of
car bombs in a crowded Baghdad marketplace
Monday, killing at least 88 Iraqis in a warning
sign that Sunni militants will
challenge the proposed U.S.
playbook to calm the country’s
sectarian violence.

The explosions left behind
gruesome scenes of chaos in the
city’s Tayaran Square, often a
frenzied crossroads of com-
merce and traffic. The wounded
dragged themselves into taxis
past mangled vendors’ carts, blackened debris
and piles of soot.

Dazed survivors prodded bodies for signs of
life and bandaged wounds with secondhand
clothes from thrift stores at the market. The
smell of burned flesh hung in the air hours after

2 car bombs
kill 88 Iraqis 
in marketplace

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — In the Internet age where images
and video can be duplicated and shared with a
computer keystroke, a legislative panel is being
urged to recommend changing state law dealing
with the distribution of sexually explicit materi-
al — child pornography in particular.

One of the parents of a child who was video-
taped naked told members of the Legislature’s
Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee
Monday that the current penalties are not suffi-
cient because of the ease with which a digital
image or video can be distributed.

Under current law in Maine, an offender must
be in possession of 10 or more pieces of pornog-
raphy to be charged with intent to distribute,
which raises the maximum jail term from one
year to five years.

2 images would bring
charge of trafficking

Tougher
kid porn
law eyed
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