
BY JOHANNA NEUMAN 
AND ADAM SCHRECK
LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON — Top Army
officials faced an angry Con-
gress during an emotional hear-
ing about shoddy medical treat-
ment and living conditions at
Walter Reed Army Medical Cen-
ter, acknowledging Monday that
they have failed in the care of
wounded veterans.

Calling the scandal at Walter
Reed “the tip of the iceberg of

what is going on all around the
country,” Rep. Henry Waxman,
D-Calif., chairman of the Over-
sight and Government Reform
Committee, said veterans and
their families are “flooding us
with complaints” about the bur-
geoning scandal.

Citing a litany of news sto-
ries and congressional reports
that exposed the problems over
the past two years, Waxman cast
doubt on claims by Army high-
er-ups that they were surprised
by recent disclosures about sol-

diers who returned from Iraq
and Afghanistan and were treat-
ed shabbily.

“We get officials who say they
just didn’t know things were
happening,” Waxman said. “I
have a long list, a stack of
reports and articles that sound-
ed the alarm bells about what
was going on here and around
the country.”

Maj. Gen. George W. Weight-
man, fired as commander of the
hospital complex last week,

BY NOK-NOI HAUGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

It’s a lonely, secluded spot.
Stand beneath the Harlow Street bridge on the

banks of Kenduskeag Stream in Bangor and you can
feel an eerie sense of emptiness, even as you hear
the rhythm of cars and trucks crossing the metal
grates overhead.

A year ago Wednesday, a passing driver spotted
smoke that led to the burning body of 34-year-old
Trevor Paul Sprague under the concrete-and-
metal bridge downtown. 

Sprague’s body was in flames when rescue
crews arrived. 

Police have determined that he was the vic-
tim of a homicide, but no one has been arrested
in the case.

Authorities have disclosed few other facts,
including whether the fire was the cause of
Sprague’s death.

That the homicide remains unsolved after a year of
investigation is frustrating for investigators as well as
for Sprague’s friends and family. 

“If you never had it happen, you can’t imagine” the
pain, said Jeffery Sprague, 61, Trevor’s father, in a
phone interview last week from his home in Machias.
“It hasn’t been good. You think about it once in a while

BY NOK-NOI HAUGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — A neighbor of
the woman whose body was
found wrapped in a plastic bag
and buried in snow said he has
“real uneasy feelings” about the
case, which police on Monday
ruled a homicide.

The body of Christina
Simonin, 43, was discovered Sat-
urday night near Union Street.

It was wrapped in a bed com-
forter and a tarp, then had been
placed in a plastic bag before it
was buried in snow between a
shed behind an apartment
building at 148 Union St. and a
car parked behind the shed,
according to two men who said
they discovered the body.

Police revealed few details,
including when, where or how
Simonin died.

“She was my next-door neigh-
bor,” said Eugene Stronk, 53.

Simonin lived in Apartment 3

of the 15-unit building at 148
Union, he said Monday after-
noon.

“I have uneasy feelings, real
uneasy feelings,” he said.

He described Simonin as 4-
foot-11 with reddish-brown hair.
He said she had moved in just
before he did last summer and

BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Hundreds of
fishermen showed up at a state
public hearing Monday at the
Civic Center for a bill that
would allow draggers to land
lobsters in Maine.

Applause that occasionally
followed comments opposed to
the bill was a good indicator of
how the majority of people in
the room felt about the idea, but
the clearest example of which
side of the issue most of them
were on was evident from two
groups of colored sign-up sheets
in the back of a second-story
ballroom.

Before the hearing started,

there was a line going out the
door of lobstermen waiting to
sign the pink sheets, which
were for people opposed to LD

170. Two hours
into the hear-
ing, there were
roughly a
dozen signa-
tures on the
blue sheets,
which listed
supporters.

“We are not
going to roll
over and subsi-

dize the groundfish industry to
the tune of $20 million a year,”
David Cousens, president of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Associa-

BY AMIR SHAH 
AND RAHIM FAIEZ
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JABAR, Afghanistan — A
coalition airstrike destroyed a
mud-brick home after a rocket
attack on a U.S. base, killing
nine people from four genera-
tions of an Afghan family
including a 6-month-old, offi-
cials and relatives said Monday
— one of the latest in a string of
civilian deaths that threaten to

undermine the government.
It was the third report in two

days of U.S. forces killing civil-
ians. The
airstrike took
place late Sun-
day in Kapisa
province north
of the capital,
some 12 hours
after U.S. Marines opened fire
on civilian cars and pedestrians
after a suicide bombing in east-
ern Nangarhar province.

In the other incident, an
American convoy in the south-
ern city of Kandahar — where
suicide attacks have become
commonplace over the past year
— opened fire Monday on a
vehicle that drove too close,
killing the driver, said Noor
Ahmad, a Kandahar police offi-
cer who said he witnessed the
shooting. A NATO spokesman
said he did not have any infor-
mation.

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — A hotel that has
stood on Main Street for more
than three decades — and once
boasted one of Maine’s hottest
nightclubs — is coming down to
make room for a new gambling
facility.

Demolition crews arrived at
the former Holiday Inn-Civic
Center property early Monday

morning to begin dismantling
some of the smaller outbuild-
ings, said Amy Kenney, a
spokeswoman for Hollywood
Slots at Bangor.

The Holiday Inn-Civic Center,
which closed on Halloween, is
one of two hotel properties that
Penn National Gaming Inc.,
headquartered in Wyomissing,
Pa., acquired as the site for its
$131 million gaming complex.
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TREVOR SPRAGUE’S HOMICIDE: ‘THE LONGER IT GOES, THE COLDER THE CASE’

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS

Trash and other vestiges of human activity are scattered under the Harlow Street bridge in Bangor, the site where Trevor Sprague was
killed in March 2006.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY BRIDGET BROWN

Demolition of the former Holiday Inn on Main Street began Monday in
Bangor to make way for Penn National Gaming Inc.’s gaming complex.

A year after man’s burning body
found, investigation continues

Trevor Sprague is
shown in a family
photo from July
2003.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF AND ELIZABETH SPRAGUE
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