
BY PETER SPIEGEL
LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON — Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed, the
Kuwaiti national who is
believed to be the highest-rank-
ing al-Qaida operative in U.S.
custody, told a military tribunal
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, last
weekend that he was responsi-
ble for the Sept. 11 terrorist

attacks, according to a tran-
script of the hearing.

In a written statement read to
the three-officer panel,
Mohammed claimed he was al-
Qaida leader Osama bin Laden’s
“operational leader” for the “9/11
Operation,” responsible for the
“organizing, planning, follow-up,
and execution” of the plot.

“I was responsible for the 9/11
Operation, from A to Z,”

Mohammed said, according to
the transcript, which was
released by the Pentagon
Wednesday night.

Mohammed was present at
the hourlong, closed-door hear-
ing held on Saturday, and he
interjected frequently in slight-
ly broken English. His admis-
sion was read to the tribunal by
an Air Force lieutenant colonel
who was serving as his personal

representative. But Mohammed
gave a lengthy, apparently sponta-
neous speech in which he likened
al-Qaida operatives to American
revolutionaries, described a war
against a dominating U.S. pres-
ence and even expressed a meas-
ure of remorse.

“I’m not happy that 3,000 been
killed in America,” he said,
according to the transcript. “I feel
sorry, even. I don’t like to kill chil-

dren and the kids. Never Islam
are give me green light to kill peo-
ple. Killing, as in the Christianity,
Jews, and Islam, are prohibited.”

In his 31-point statement,
Mohammed claimed responsi-
bility for a wide range of terror-
ist plots — including the 1993
attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter; the 2002 bombings of night-
clubs in Bali, Indonesia; and the

BY RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Ron Greenberg stood quietly
beside the hi-tech oven, meticu-
lously tracking roasting times
of the coffee beans he will ship
wholesale from Benbow’s Coffee
Roaster in Bar Harbor. 

As the firing ended, he took
time Wednesday to explain some
of the intricacies of the roasted
bean to neophyte coffee drinkers,
his voice echoing its Brooklyn,
N.Y., roots despite 30 years of liv-
ing on Mount Desert Island. 

Greenberg spoke of coffee and
the health food store he and his
wife have operated in Bar Harbor
since moving to Maine, his
friendly eyes the focal point of an
engaging face.

It’s an unassuming face and
voice which, nonetheless, have
helped to forge a united voice in
Maine for opponents of the war
in Iraq. 

Greenberg, 60, has been the
driving force behind the From
Every Village Green campaign

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Barbara Guild
McKernan, who as a widow
raised two boys, one of whom
became a Maine governor, died
Wednesday of complications
from emphysema. She was 86.

A resident of Bangor for
almost 70 years, McKernan had
been living at Piper Shores, a
retirement community in Scar-
borough, since 2003.

On Wednesday, family and
friends remembered McKernan
as a dedicated mother, business-
woman and community leader.

“No one could have asked for
a more caring, involved or lov-
ing parent than my mother,” for-
mer Gov. John “Jock” McKer-

nan of Falmouth said in a state-
ment released Wednesday.

Her other son, Robert McKer-
nan, resides in Alexandria, Va.

“She was unfailingly devoted
to my brother and me, even as
she ceaselessly offered her time
and talents to the community
and state she loved,” the former
governor said.

“My mother embodied the
finest ideals of dedication to
civic involvement, and her
exceptional judgment and wis-
dom left a positive and lasting
mark as well as an example for
all of us to follow. We will miss
her tremendously,” he said.

John McKernan’s wife, U.S.
Sen. Olympia Snowe, remem-
bered her mother-in-law as “a
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BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Superior Court
Justice Andrew M. Mead of
Bangor didn’t need any coach-
ing Wednesday when his nomi-
nation to the Maine Supreme
Judicial Court sailed through

the Legisla-
ture’s Judicia-
ry Committee,
but he got a lit-
tle bit anyway. 

Roger Reed,
the basketball
coach of Ban-
gor High
School’s state
championship
team, took a

day off from teaching history to
endorse Mead’s nomination to
the state’s highest court. Mead
has lectured about the judiciary
to Reed’s students, the longtime
coach told committee members.

“He’s clear, concise, down-to-
earth and friendly,” Reed said.
“He’s a great nominee and one
we can all be proud of.”

The committee voted unani-
mously, 13-0, to endorse Mead,
who was nominated Feb. 28 by
Gov. John E. Baldacci to replace
retiring Justice Howard H. Dana
Jr., 65, of Portland. Mead’s salary
as a state supreme court justice
will be $108,498 compared to his
$101,732 annual salary as a Supe-
rior Court justice. 

“I’m thrilled, humbled and
honored,” Mead, 55, said after the
two-hour hearing as he and his
wife, Kelly, a kindergarten
teacher in Bangor, headed toward
the governor’s office for congrat-
ulations.

No one spoke in opposition to
Mead’s nomination. 

Rep. Sean Faircloth, D-Bangor,
and Rep. Joshua Hardy, R-New-
port, both members of their
respective party’s leadership,
wholeheartedly endorsed Mead’s
nomination. Lawyers from Ban-
gor and Portland commended his
leadership skills, judicial tem-
perament, legal expertise, com-
mitment to the community, and
his musical talent as founder of a
band called the Retro Rockers.

Committee members, however,
were just as interested in hearing
the nominee’s philosophy on
administering the court system
as they were in learning whether
he favors consensus over dissents
in law court decisions.

The nominee said he believes
consensus is worthwhile in craft-
ing law court decisions, but “well-
reasoned dissents shouldn’t be
abandoned.”

In answer to a committee
member’s question about court
security, Mead said he favors
entry screening in the state’s
more than 30 courthouses. 

“Incidents of violence in
courtrooms are seldom premedi-
tated,” Mead told the committee.

Nominee’s path
clear to high court

Judiciary
panel
gives
Mead OK

BY SHARON KILEY MACK
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — The seven hors-
es found dead last month at a
S e a r s p o r t
farm died
from what
now is being
c o n s i d e r e d
an accidental
p o i s o n i n g ,
the state veterinarian said
Wednesday.

Tests on the dead horses’
manure sent to the University of
Wisconsin validated the pres-
ence of monensin, an anti-bac-

terial additive in cattle feed that
is deadly to horses.

State veterinarian Dr. Don
Hoenig said the test was
“extremely significant” and rep-
resented the first case of mon-
ensin poisoning he had seen in
his 21 years in Maine.

“This is so unusual that it
points out the need for some
public education,” he said.

Another seven horses were
removed live from Kathy
Hecht’s home and taken to
Goose River Farm, the home of
Lynn Boynton of Swanville. 

Boynton said Wednesday

7 Searsport deaths deemed accidental

Horse poisonings 
point to tainted feed
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BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Fire from a terror-
ism attack against a tanker ship carry-
ing liquefied natural gas could ignite so
fiercely it would burn people one mile
away, according to a congressional study.

It examined terror risks on the nation’s
waterways and concluded that further
research is needed to understand the con-
sequences of such a remarkable inferno.

The study by the Government
Accountability Office urged the Energy
Department to perform new research on
the risks from a major fire or gas release
in terror attacks or natural disasters on
such tanker ships.

Lawmakers said the latest GAO study
coincides with projected increases of 400
percent in liquefied natural gas imports
over the next 10 years, as energy compa-
nies await federal approval on 32 applica-
tions to build new terminals in 10 states
and five offshore areas. New tanker ships
being launched are nearly twice as large
as many current tankers, lawmakers
said.

“Although LNG tankers have not been
subject to a catastrophic accident or
attack, we need to ensure regulators are
making decisions with a large enough
margin of safety to account for the
threats in a post-9-11 environment,” said
Rep. John D. Dingell, D-Mich., chairman
of the House Committee on Energy and

Commerce. His committee plans over-
sight hearings on the subject.

Rep. Joe Barton, R-Texas, said such
natural gas shipments have an excellent
safety record. He noted tankers have
operated nearly 50 years without a major
spill, and said mandatory “protection
zones” around such tankers are believed
to be adequate. Still, he described further
research on the risks as “only prudent.”

The GAO report examined six unclas-
sified studies about the effects of a major
spill and fire aboard a double-hulled
tanker carrying liquefied natural gas.
Congressional investigators said most
experts believe fierce heat from the
intense fire — not explosions — is likely

Study: Blast from LNG tanker 
could cause burns 1 mile away

���
�������	


���
�	���

����

��������
��	��

�����

����������	
��

���

�

���

�	��
���	�

����
�	
��

����	��

���������	

�����	��

�


������
���

��

��

��
��

��
�

��
����������

�������

	
���

�����

�	�	��
����	

�������

�
�	
��

�	��
������

����	

��
����	��

���������	
���������������	����
�

�	�����	
��	�	���
�������
�
�
��

����

See LNG, Page A2
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY BRIDGET BROWN

Ron Greenberg (left) of Bar Harbor talks with volunteers Susan Murphy (center) and Suzanne FitzGerald on Wednesday about the anti-
war protest planned this Saturday in Bar Harbor to mark the fourth anniversary of the start of the Iraq war. Greenberg, working at his
business, Benbow’s Coffee Roaster, initiated the idea of Every Village Maine, a campaign to honor the war dead and have church bells
ring as their names are read aloud in more than 100 towns across the state. See Page A5 for a schedule of rallies in Maine.

See Mead, Page A2

See Confess, Page A10

Mead

BANGOR DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO

Barbara McKernan of Bangor 
in February 1981. McKernan died
Wednesday at the age of 86. 

Barbara McKernan, 86, mother
of former Maine governor, dies

Mainers organize ‘village green’ protests

See Greenberg, Page A5

See Horses, Page A2See McKernan, Page A5

Anti-war ire
seeks response
from senators

Mastermind of Sept. 11 attacks confesses at Guantanamo


