
BY KRISTEN ANDRESEN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — This isn’t the
first time the New Century
Community Program has
appeared in a bond package. 

Nor, as it turns out, is it quite
the $5 million that the governor
and Democratic legislators had
proposed.

But inclusion of $2 million

toward the state’s cultural and
historical organizations — part
of a $43.5 million education
bond on the November ballot —
is exactly the seal of approval
that the Cultural Affairs Coun-
cil wanted.

“To be included is what we
hoped for, because that will
allow us to help the field,” the
council’s director, David Cheev-
er, said Tuesday. “To be exclud-

ed puts us behind a very sizable
eight-ball because we couldn’t
begin to help the field to meet its
needs.”

This marks the first time a
Maine governor has included
cultural affairs in a bond pack-
age.

Senate President Beth
Edmonds, D-Freeport, and
House Majority Leader Hannah

BY LINDSEY TANNER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dr. Perry Klaassen lived to
tell about his frightening ordeal
with colon cancer. His patient
did not.

Same age, same state, same
disease. Striking similarities,
Klaassen thought when Shirley
Searcy came to his clinic in
Oklahoma City. It was July 2002,
a year after his own diagnosis.

But there was one huge dif-
ference: Klaassen had health
insurance, Searcy did not.

His treatment included sur-
gery two days after diagnosis
and costly new drugs. They
have kept him alive six years
later despite disease that now
has spread to his lungs, liver
and pelvis.

“I received the most efficient

care possible. I was 61 years old
and had good group health
insurance through my work-
place,” he wrote in a medical
journal essay that starkly con-
trasts his care with that of his
uninsured patient.

The doctor didn’t name
Shirley Searcy in his March 14
article. After all he’d been
through, he couldn’t remember
her name. But for days he dug

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — Under a bill that
is raising bipartisan concerns at
the State House, lawmakers tak-
ing office in 2008 would get a
raise of $5,131 over their two-
year terms and future Legisla-
tures would have pay determined
by an independent commission.

“When I talk with people they
can’t believe what they pay up
here at the Legislature and con-
fuse it with what people get paid
in Washington,” said Rep. John
Tuttle, D-Sanford, the bill’s spon-
sor. “We need to get it to a point
where people are able to survive.
Right now we are making less
money than we were in 1986
because we took a pay cut in
1991.”

In 1991, state revenues plum-
meted and there were cuts, gim-
micks and a sales tax increase to
balance the budget. 

Tuttle said his pay proposal,
$15,750 for the first year of the
two-year term and $11,250 for the
second year, is based on a 1999
recommendation from the State
Compensation Commission. 

Lawmakers now are paid
$12,615 in the first year of the
biennium and $9,254 in the sec-
ond year. They also get up to $70 a
day for meals, lodging and
mileage and $100 a day for special
sessions. Lawmakers get the
same benefit package as state
workers, with health and dental
insurance fully paid by the state.

Senators also get $2,000 a year
to help offset the costs of helping
constituents; House members get
$1,500 a year.

“My bill also would say that in
any future years, whatever the
bipartisan legislative pay com-
mission recommends, it would
go into effect, up or down,” Tuttle
said. “That will take the politics
out of it.”

House Majority Leader Han-
nah Pingree, D-North Haven, is a
co-sponsor of the bill. She said
legislative pay needs to be
increased so that all Mainers
have an equal opportunity to
serve in the Legislature.

“It has become harder and
harder to recruit young people,
recruit working people when leg-
islators get paid an average of
$10,000 a year,” she said. “That’s
tough for some people. We have
had retired people go in debt
being a legislator.”

That brought a sharp retort
from House Minority Leader
Josh Tardy, R-Newport. He said
everyone knows what the pay is
before running for office.

“I would certainly concede
that it is a sacrifice and we are
relatively low-paid,” he said.
“With the fiscal crisis we are in,
the time is not now.”

Tardy said he expected there
might be a few members of his
caucus who would support a pay
raise, but he doubts any would
support the automatic-increase
language in the bill.

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Nine-year-old C-
Jay Martin bends over the key-
board as he prepares to copy his
spelling words from a sheet of
yellow paper to a computer file.
He reads the word at the top of
the list, first silently and then
aloud — a-b-l-e, able — then
types it on the keyboard. 

Next word — f-a-b-l-e, fable. 
C-Jay’s teacher, Gayle Flegel,

has written the list in ink today
for the benefit of visitors, but C-
Jay can’t see the marks on the
paper. Totally blind since birth
— he was born without eyes —
he reads in the subtle, raised-dot

patterns of the Braille alphabet.
The words are embossed on the
page beneath the handwritten
versions. His small fingers deft-
ly scan each group of letters
before positioning themselves
on the home keys — a-s-d-f, j-k-l-
; — and, somewhat tentatively,
he taps the words onto the mon-
itor screen. 

S-t-a-b-l-e, stable. 
A third-grader at Bangor’s

Abraham Lincoln School, C-Jay
is one of about 300 children now
being served by a little-known
program within the state Depart-
ment of Labor. The program,
Education Services for Blind and
Visually Impaired Children, is
part of the department’s Bureau
of Rehabilitation Services. The
services are provided by Catholic
Charities Maine. 

The program’s budget,

financed entirely through the
state’s General Fund, has been
flat-funded at about $1.6 million
for at least five years. Among
the many proposals now before
state lawmakers is a request for
$419,195 to extend the program’s
reach. It’s pocket change,
arguably, in the context of the
governor’s $6.4 billion biennial
budget. Still, nothing involving
state money is a shoo-in at this
point. A unanimous “ought-to-
pass” vote from the Legisla-
ture’s Labor Committee last
week moved the bill into Appro-
priations, where it will compete
with hundreds of other
requests for money. 

BY TARIQ PANJA
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — Britain called for direct talks with
Iran over 15 captive Britons on Tuesday after
speaking for the first time with the chief Iranian
negotiator. The announcement followed the sud-
den release of an Iranian diplomat in Iraq that
raised new hope in resolving the standoff.

In a statement late Tuesday, Prime Minister
Blair’s Downing Street office said, “Both sides
share a desire for an early resolution to this issue
through direct talks.”

Hours after Foreign Secretary Margaret Beck-
ett cautioned against expecting a swift resolution

BY GLENN ADAMS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — The state prison
system is overcrowded by near-
ly 300 inmates, and immediate
action is needed to ease the
pressure on the staff and facili-
ties, Corrections Commissioner
Martin Magnusson told a leg-
islative committee Tuesday.

“We’ve reached the emer-
gency level,” Magnusson told
the Criminal Justice and Public
Safety Committee. “If we don’t
deal with this, I’m afraid of staff
getting hurt.”

Magnusson said steps have
been taken to make room for
extra inmates in the adult

facilities, which he said are
over their rated capacities by
293 systemwide. If nothing is
done, that number is expected
to increase, he told lawmak-
ers.

The crowding is taking a
major toll on
staff, who are
working so
much overtime
that some are
sleeping in
their cars after

their shifts because they’re too
tired to drive home, said the
commissioner, who met with 250
corrections staff on Monday to
hear their frustrations.
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Abraham Lincoln School third-grader C-Jay Martin, 9, uses a keyboard recently to hone his spelling skills while under the tutelage of
Gayle Flegel, a teacher of the visually impaired. The printer they use can create the Braille version of what he types.
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 Under 18 8.1 

18 to 24 8.2 

25 to 34 10.2 

35 to 44 7.9 

45 to 64 10.1

65 and older 0.5

Nearly 45 million Americans uninsured
The number of people in the U.S. without health insurance rose nearly 
45 percent, between 1987 and 2005.
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By age, in millions (rounded), 2005

By income
 Under $25,000 14.5 

$25,000- $49,000 14.7 

$50,000-$74,999 7.8 

Over $75,000 7.9
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