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Increased surveillance
to stop spies, terrorists  

BY KATHERINE SHRADER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s spy chief is pushing to
expand the government’s sur-
veillance authority at the same
time the
a d m i n i s t r a -
tion is under
attack for
stretching its
d o m e s t i c
eavesdropping
powers.

N a t i o n a l
I n t e l l i g e n c e
Director Mike
McConnell has
circulated a draft bill that would
expand the government’s pow-
ers under the Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Act, liberal-
izing how that law can be used.

Known as “FISA,” the 1978
law was passed to allow surveil-
lance in espionage and other

BY LINDSEY TANNER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — Thirteen young
diabetics in Brazil have ditched
their insulin shots and need no
other medication thanks to a
risky, but promising treatment
with their own stem cells —
apparently the first time such a
feat has been accomplished.

Though too early to call it a
cure, the procedure has enabled
the young people, who have
Type 1 diabetes, to live insulin-
free so far, some as long as three
years. The treatment involves
stem cell transplants from the
patients’ own blood.

“It’s the first time in the his-
tory of Type 1 diabetes where
people have gone with no treat-
ment whatsoever ... no medica-
tions at all, with normal blood
sugars,” said study co-author
Dr. Richard Burt of Northwest-
ern University’s medical school
in Chicago.

While the procedure can be
potentially life-threatening,
none of the 15 patients in the
study died or suffered lasting
side effects. But it didn’t work
for two of them.

Larger, more rigorous studies
are needed to determine
whether stem cell transplants
could become standard treat-
ment for people with the disease

once called juvenile diabetes. It
is less common than Type 2 dia-
betes, which is
a s s o c i a t e d
with obesity.

The haz-
ards of stem
cell transplan-
tation also
raise ques-
tions about
whether the
study should
have included children. One
patient was as young as 14.

Dr. Lainie Ross, a medical
ethicist at the University of
Chicago, said the researchers
should have studied adults first
before exposing young teens to
the potential harms of stem cell
transplant, which include infer-
tility and late-onset cancers.

In addition, Ross said that the
study should have had a com-
parison group to make sure the
treatment was indeed better
than standard diabetes care.

Burt, who wrote the study pro-
tocol, said the research was done

in Brazil because U.S. doctors
were not interested in the
approach. The study was
approved by ethics committees
in Brazil, he said, adding that he
personally believes it was appro-
priate to do the research in chil-
dren as well as adults, as long as
the Brazilian ethics panels
approved.

Burt and other diabetes
experts called the results an
important step forward.

“It’s the threshold of a very
promising time for the field,”
said Dr. Jay Skyler of the Dia-
betes Research Institute at the
University of Miami.

Skyler wrote an editorial in
the Journal of the American
Medical Association, which pub-
lished the study, saying the
results are likely to stimulate
research that may lead to meth-
ods of preventing or reversing
Type 1 diabetes.

“These are exciting results.
They look impressive,” said Dr.
Gordon Weir of Joslin Diabetes
Center in Boston.

Still, Weir cautioned that more
studies are needed to make sure
the treatment works and is safe.
“It’s really too early to suggest to
people that this is a cure,” he
said.

The patients involved were
ages 14 to 31 and newly 

BY GLENN ADAMS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — The Maine
House of Representatives voted
82-60 Tuesday in favor of a bill
to allow the Passamaquoddy
Indian Tribe to install slot
machines at their proposed har-
ness racing track in eastern
Maine.

The bill now goes to the Sen-
ate and faces at least one more
House vote. But even if it fails
legislative passage, the initiated
proposal is certain to go before
Maine voters next November.

During a lengthy House
debate Tuesday, supporters of

the bill said the proposed desti-
nation resort featuring harness
racing and slot machines would
stimulate Washington County’s
beleaguered economy. Support-
ers contended that past promis-
es to revive the county’s econo-
my have not been met by action.

Rep. Donald Soctomah, the
Passamaquoddy tribal delegate,
said Washington County’s econo-
my suffered its latest setback just
days earlier when Domtar Inc.
announced plans to shut down
the paper machine at its pulp and
paper mill in Baileyville from
April 16 until May 21, a move that
will affect about 100 jobs.

House approves
tribe’s proposal
for slot machines

Genetics focus
of new facility
in Franklin
BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

FRANKLIN — Sterilized blue
tanks of varying sizes sat empty
Tuesday inside the new National
Coldwater Marine Aquaculture
Center in Franklin, but they
won’t be empty much longer.

Soon those tanks will be occu-
pied by schools of Atlantic
salmon, from newly hatched
alevins to full-size adults, and all
will be grown on site.

Four years after the project
was approved for funding by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
the 50,000-square-foot facility is
set to open later this spring.

When it does, it will combine
with its neighbor, the University
of Maine Center for Cooperative
Aquaculture, to create one of the
largest and most important
research centers of its kind in
the United States.

The $17 million project will
bring 20 to 30 new jobs to the
coastal Hancock County town
and expand the municipal tax
base.

Bill Wolters, the research
leader for the new USDA facility,

BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF 

Since the early part of the 20th century, lobster
has had a reputation as a luxury food, a culinary
experience suited for the upper crust of society,
especially for those who live away from the New
England coast.

Now, its reputation as an expensive meal is
achieving an even more rarefied high. Thanks to a
shortage of the captured
crustaceans, the retail
price of lobster has
climbed from under $10 to
around $15 per pound for
live lobster.

“It’s crazy,” Reid McLaughlin, owner of
McLaughlin Seafood in Bangor, said Tuesday.
“That’s the highest price I’ve ever sold lobster

for in 30 years of business.”
Fresh lobster meat, cooked and picked from the

shell, is going for $60 per pound, he said. Restau-
rants in Boston are charging between $30 for lob-

sters weighing 1½
pounds and around $100
for lobsters in the 3-
pound range.

Maine is the largest
supplier of lobster in the

nation, with 66 million pounds worth $272 million
caught in 2006.

Lobster price
claws its way
to new high 

BY TONI-LYNN ROBBINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

HAMPDEN — Pine Tree Land-
fill officials hope to break ground
by mid-May on the first project in
the state designed to turn landfill
gas into usable electricity.

Casella Waste Systems Inc.,
the company that owns the land-
fill, anticipates the gas produced
by the landfill could light approx-
imately 3,000 homes within the
New England power grid, said
Dan Dutile, environmental tech-
nician for the company.

The energy would be market-
ed as “green power” since it will
not be using fossil fuels and does
not add to greenhouse gases,
Dutile said.

Casella would not disclose
how much the project will cost.

Dutile said the system should
begin producing electricity by
late fall. Casella has contracted
Cianbro and subcontracted
Industry and Energy Associates
of Portland to build the facility. 

Though Casella declined to
comment on the price tag, Don
Meagher, Casella’s manager for
planning and development, said
he is confident the revenue from
the electricity and green energy
credits will outweigh the opera-
tional costs.

The state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s solid
waste office and Bureau of Air
Quality are evaluating the proj-
ect application and could issue
an air emission license within
two months, said Marc Cone,
DEP licensing supervisor for air
quality.

“This is not only green energy,
it is also a domestic source,
which reduces the dependence
on foreign oil,” said Meagher.

In 2002, Casella installed a gas-
extraction system in the Hamp-
den landfill to mitigate odor com-
plaints received around town.
The system vacuums gases pro-
duced inside the landfill by waste
decomposition from the site to
flares set up to burn off the gas.

About 50 percent of the gas
created by the landfill is
methane. The gas-to-energy proj-
ect was originally licensed in
June 2005, but since that date, the
company has agreed to stop
accepting waste by Dec. 31, 2009.

The original plan called for a
larger project on a different site
of the company’s property, which
is visible from Interstate 95. But
in 2006, rather than being grant-
ed an expansion that would dou-
ble the footprint of the facility,
the company agreed to shut the
facility’s gates by 2010.

As a result, the initial license
must be modified.

Since the original licensure,
DEP has required Casella to
control sulfur dioxide emis-
sions, which can cause respira-
tory irritation, Cone said. The
company must clean the gas
before it is combusted by the
engines or flares.

If Casella has to spend money

Casella to produce
‘green’ electricity

Hampden
landfill
to harvest
gas power
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India has largest diabetic population
Type 1 diabetes – characterized by a lack of insulin production –   
accounts for 5 to 10 percent of cases diagnosed worldwide. An 
estimated 12 to 24 million people, including 1 to 2 million in the
U.S., have this form of the disease.

Treatment with insulin or oral 
medication among adults in the 
U.S., 2001-2003
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The new 50,000 square-foot National Coldwater Marine Aquaculture Center in Franklin will be used to research and grow Atlantic
salmon, focusing on characteristics favorable to New England fish farmers. The center’s research leader, Bill Wolters (right), is reflected 
in a porthole of a salmon tank Tuesday.
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Maine consumers can expect to pay as much as
$15 per pound for a Maine lobster at the local fish
market. Some restaurants in Boston are charging
as much as $30 for 1 1/2-pound lobsters and
around $100 for lobsters in the 3-pound range. 

Click It
How much would you pay for lobster? 

Take our online poll: bangordailynews.com

Center to target salmon research 

See Franklin, Page A10

See Hampden, Page A10

Stem cell treatment frees diabetics from insulin

See Lobster, Page A10 See Slots, Page A2

Spy chief
seeks shift
in powers

See McConnell, Page A2See Diabetes, Page A10


