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BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

KENDUSKEAG — A local
woman died after a trailer fire
Monday, despite her room-
mate’s attempt to pull her to
safety, authorities said.

Rescuers performed CPR on
Bonnie Freyenhagen, 51, out-
side the trailer, and she was
rushed to Eastern Maine Med-
ical Center in Bangor, where
she died.

Stephen McCausland,
spokesman for the state

Department of Public Safety,
said the woman’s roommate,
Jeffrey Seifort, arrived home
from work Monday and found
her near a door where she
apparently had been overcome
while trying to escape the fire.
He then pulled her outside.

McCausland said Freyen-
hagen was a smoker, and inves-
tigators believe the fire was
caused by careless disposal of
cigarettes.

Fire crews from neighboring
towns responded to the fire at
163 Higginsville Road, but the

trailer was destroyed, Deputy
Fire Chief Tom Porter said. A
dog also perished in the blaze,
according to McCausland.

When the first firefighters
arrived on scene, they found
the structure engulfed in
flames, Porter said. 

It wasn’t known if the proper-
ty was insured. A detached
garage was untouched by the
flames.

Monday’s rain and heavy
winds didn’t hinder firefight-
ers’ efforts as crews from
Kenduskeag, Glenburn,

Corinth, Levant and Hudson
battled the blaze.

Trailer fire claims
Kenduskeag woman 
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Huge waves and crashing surf from Monday’s powerful storm drew many people to Thunder Hole on Acadia National Park’s Ocean Drive in Bar Harbor. Onlookers to
nature’s fury were drenched by wind-driven rain and spray from the heavy surf.

BY DIANA GRAETTINGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

JONESPORT — Seaweed and
sea glass, beer bottles and an
occasional old shoe are things
you expect to find washed up on
the beach.

Not a silver cylinder marked
“explosive.”

But that’s what happened to
Peter Mitchell of Yarmouth.

Monday was a messy day.
There were threats of coastal

flooding and severe wind dam-
age. Rain was unforgiving
throughout the day as it pelted
the area, leaving rivers and
lakes swollen.

Coastal property owners
were preparing for the worst as
high winds turned mellow
waves into watery monsters.

Mitchell had driven up from
his home to check on his camp
on Sandy River Beach, located
just off Mason Bay Road.

It was around 9:15 a.m., about

an hour before high tide, when
Mitchell decided to photograph
the dramatic waves that were
just in front of his camp. 

“I don’t know as I got any
great ones, it was pretty hard to
stand there with the rain whip-
ping at you,” he said.

Mitchell walked up from his
camp. That’s when he saw it.
The aluminum cylinder had
been tossed up on the beach. “I
think it was thrown up by a pre-
vious storm,” he said.

It was about 1½ feet long and
3 inches in diameter.

Curious, Mitchell picked it
up.

It said something of being
dangerous, he said. “If found
contact police or military.
Explosive: To launch turn
base,” he said. “That’s when I
put it back down.”

“Marine marker” also was
printed on its side.

Mitchell called the U.S. Coast

Curious Jonesport man finds canister marked ‘explosive,’ but it was a marine marker 

Washed up cylinder causes stir Down East

AUGUSTA — A legislative
committee today takes up
Maine’s latest proposal to man-
date cellular phone recycling,
hoping to make at least a dent in
the 65,000 tons of cell phones
Americans dispose of per year.

The Natural Resources Com-
mittee will hold a public hear-
ing on a bill that would require
cell phone retailers to accept old
phones for reuse, recycling or
proper disposal.

Rep. Chris Babbidge, D-Ken-
nebunk, submitted a similar bill
last session, but a committee
compromise called for the
Department of Environmental
Protection to study the issue.

Supporters of cell phone
recycling say keeping them out
of the environment is impor-
tant because the phones contain
toxic chemicals such as arsenic,
lead, zinc and other substances
that have been linked to health

problems. The toxins found in
cell phones are not considered a
danger to people using them.

Several companies are
already a step ahead of Bab-
bidge’s legislation and have cre-
ated a program to promote the
recycling of cell phones.

Companies participating in
the “Wireless — the New Recy-
clable” program collect cell
phones at retail locations, and
some also provide collection

through free shipping, accord-
ing to the DEP’s Web site.

A Michigan-based company
called ReCellular Inc. accepts
thousands of discarded cell
phones, most of them collected
through charity fundraisers,
and refurbishes them for sale
around the world. Phones that
aren’t refurbished are salvaged
for parts and reusable raw mate-
rials.

Panel to weigh bill to require cell phone recycling 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND — Sen. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, raised
$832,075 in the first quarter of
the year, raising the amount of
cash available to her re-election
campaign to $1.2 million,
according to a report filed with

the Federal Election Commis-
sion.

Collins, who’s seeking a third
term, reported expenditures of
$64,000 during the period.

For the time being, Collins
has no opponent. Democratic
Rep. Tom Allen has signaled
that he might run for the seat,

but there has been no formal
announcement.

Meanwhile, there’s plenty of
interest among Democrats in
Allen’s 1st Congressional Dis-
trict seat.

Former state Sen. Chellie
Pingree has filed with the Fed-
eral Elections Commission to

launch a campaign. Mark
Lawrence, district attorney in
York County, and Portland’s
Michael Brennan, the former
floor leader of the Senate, have
formed exploratory committees.
Adam Cote, a Portland lawyer
and Iraq veteran, said he’s con-
sidering a bid.

Collins increases re-election campaign chest to $1.2 million 
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KATE COLLINS

Fire crews from Kenduskeag, Glenburn, Corinth, Levant and 
Hudson responded to a fatal fire in Kenduskeag on Monday 
morning. Bonnie Freyenhagen, 51, a resident of the trailer on 
Higginsville Road that was destroyed in the blaze, apparently had
been overcome while trying to escape the fire. Her roommate
pulled her from the structure. She was taken to Eastern Maine 
Medical Center in Bangor, where she died.

Nature’s Fury

See Recycle, Page B4

See Canister, Page B4

OF THE NEWS STAFF

EASTPORT — Lobstermen
who battle high winds, fog and
unpredictable weather now fear
they will have to face off against
LNG supertankers that could be
plowing through lobster beds
and destroying gear.

Members of the Cobscook
Bay Fishermen’s Association
met with officials from Okla-
homa-based Quoddy Bay LNG
last week to talk about their
concerns.

Quoddy Bay LNG Project
Manger Brian Smith and East-
port harbor pilot Gerald Morri-
son discussed the proposed
route that would take vessels
past Campobello Island in New
Brunswick and through the
Grand Manan Channel. 

The channel is a primary
fishing area for lobster fisher-
men who travel from Cutler
north to fish the grounds.

“Right now, we have a pro-
posed vessel route all the way in
from open sea into our facility,
but that vessel route is certainly
subject to change,” Smith told
the lobstermen. He said the
route could change within a
couple of miles of the proposed
route. 

Quoddy Bay LNG hopes to
build a liquefied natural gas ter-
minal at Split Rock on the Pleas-
ant Point Reservation. An
underground pipeline to a tank
farm in nearby Perry would
connect to the terminal. 

Smith said his company
hopes to have permits complet-
ed by December and begin con-
struction next year. The compa-
ny plans to begin operation as
early as 2010.

Quoddy Bay’s competitor, the
Washington D.C.-based
Downeast LNG is looking to
build a multimillion LNG pier
and tank farm in Robbinston,
north of Pleasant Point. 

Right now the water where the
ships will travel is a matter of
dispute between the two develop-
ers and Canada. Canadian offi-
cial’s view the water that flows
through the Grand Manan Chan-
nel as internal Canadian water. 

The developers, backed by the
U.S. State Department, say the
route is in international waters
and thus subject to the right of
innocent passage, which means
anyone can use it.

Fishermen who spoke last
Thursday said they would
rather see the ships go on the
other side of Grand Manan in
an area known as Fundy Travel,
but Smith said Canada would be
even less agreeable to that area.

Smith said fishermen would
know two days in advance that
an LNG ship was in the area.
That contrasts sharply with
Boston Harbor where the only
notice occurs when an LNG
ship arrives in the area and that
information is put out on the
marine channel. 

Boating enthusiasts also can
tell because of the armed heli-
copters flying in advance of the
ship. 

Lobstermen wary 
of LNG transport 

BY DIANA GRAETTINGER

Tanker
damage
to fishery
feared

See Lobster, Page B4

BY RICK LEVASSEUR 
AND AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ENFIELD — Maine State
Police responded to an armed
robbery here Monday night, the
second in as many days in the
area.

Police scanner traffic shortly
after the 9:30 p.m. robbery indi-
cated police were looking for a 6-
foot, 2-inch male wearing a
beanie cap, blue sweat shirt and
bluejeans who held up the Nut-
ters Cash Market on Bridge St. 

A dispatcher indicated the
subject displayed a handgun
and left the store on foot with an
undisclosed amount of money.

Owner Vanessa Bruce
answered the phone at the store
at about 10:30 p.m. and acknowl-
edged being behind the counter
when the market was robbed.

She said the man pointed a
gun at her, but that she was fine.
Bruce then said she couldn’t
talk just then, because she was
busy with police who were still
at the store gathering finger-
prints and evidence.

“We’ve got dogs and finger-
prints and everything,” she
said.

No further information was
available late Monday.

Circumstances similar
to Old Town case  

Armed
robbery
reported 
in Enfield

See Robbery, Page B4


