
BY ABDULLAH SHIHRI
AND DONNA ABU-NASR
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Saudi Arabia announced Friday
that an anti-terrorism sweep
netted 172 Islamic extremists
and stopped plans to mount air
attacks on the kingdom’s oil
refineries, break militants out
of jail and send suicide attack-
ers to kill government officials.

An official said the plotters
had completed preparations for
their attacks, and all that
remained to put the plot in

motion “was to set the zero
hour.”

It was one of the biggest
roundups since Saudi leaders
began cracking down on reli-
gious extremists four years ago
after militants attacked foreign-
ers and others involved in the
country’s oil industry seeking
to topple the monarchy for its
alliance with the U.S.

But while the monthslong
police operation provided a
high-profile victory for the
royal family, the large number
of people arrested highlighted
the extremism threat in the

world’s leading oil exporter.
The Interior Ministry said

the plotters were organized into
seven cells and planned to stage
suicide attacks on “public fig-
ures, oil facilities, refineries ...
and military zones,” including
some outside the kingdom. It
did not identify any of the tar-
gets.

The militants also planned to
storm Saudi prisons to free
jailed militants, the ministry’s
statement said.

“They had reached an
advance stage of readiness, and

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ELLSWORTH — A Goulds-
boro man accused of forcing
his wife to engage in a sex act
was charged with rape Friday
in Hancock County Superior
Court.

The charge of Class A gross
sexual assault against Vladek
Filler, 39, stems from an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred
April 6 at the couple’s Goulds-
boro home.

However, according to a state-
ment of probable cause written
by Gouldsboro Police Chief Guy
Wycoff after he interviewed the
alleged victim, that night was
not the first time Filler had sex-
ually assaulted his wife.

The woman told Wycoff that
her husband often forced her
into sex acts when he was upset

and that the
assaults had
been going on
since the cou-
ple moved to
Gouldsboro in
2004. She said
that on many
o c c a s i o n s
there were also
other physical
assaults by

Filler, and she kept a journal of
how often the assaults occurred.

Kim Roberts-Fer, executive
director of Rape Response Ser-
vices in Bangor, said spousal
sexual assault is not uncom-

Wife: Assault not unusual in their home

Gouldsboro husband 
charged with rape 

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Plum Creek’s revised development
plan for the Moosehead Lake region
contains fewer shorefront houses but
larger resorts and more development
near the town of Rockwood, company
officials said Friday.

In the second major revision to the
company’s two-year-old development
plan, Plum Creek officials kept the
number of proposed house lots steady
at 975 but relocated 180 lots away from

the water. The company also shifted
more development around Rockwood
and offered to donate additional con-
servation land.

To compensate for the loss of high-
value shorefront lots, company offi-
cials want to increase the size of a
resort on Big Moose Mountain out-
side Greenville from 500 to 800
“accommodations,” which include
hotel rooms, suites and house lots.
The revisions also call for speeding
up development of a 250-accommoda-
tion resort on Lily Bay.

Plum Creek submitted the revised
plan on Friday to the Land Use Regu-
lation Commission, which could hold
the first public hearings on the pro-
posal this fall. At 408,000 acres, Plum
Creek’s Moosehead concept plan is
the largest development proposal in
Maine history.

Luke Muzzy, land asset manager
with Plum Creek, said the company is
responding to comments and con-
cerns expressed by LURC staff, organ-
izations and residents since the first
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The sun rises
over the
mountains
east of
Moosehead
Lake in a 
view from the
summit of 
Big Moose
Mountain in
Greenville in
May 2004.
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Maine State Police Detective John Coty (above, right) hooks a safety tether on Elisha Fowlie of the state police dive team as
the search resumed Friday morning at the Aroostook River in Fort Fairfield for Alexandria Winship-Wright, 3. Lee Winship (top,
right) of Presque Isle is the girl’s biological father. Allie is shown at left in a photo provided by her family.

DHHS takes sibling

as search continues

for missing toddler

AP PHOTO

This image from Saudi state TV channel Al-Ekhbariah on Friday
claims to show weapons recovered during police operations.
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BY GLENN ADAMS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

POLAND — Mary Clemons
had no intention of going to col-
lege after completing high school
last year, and she was not pleased
when her high school told her
she had to complete a college
application and submit it.

Currently enrolled in Central
Maine Community College,
where she’s studying to be a
medical assistant, Clemons now
has a far different view of poli-
cies that go beyond just encour-
aging and facilitating applica-
tions for higher education.

The requirement, she says,
“can open up everyone’s possi-
bilities.”

The policy at Poland Regional
High School, where a grant pro-

vides all high school seniors
with $20 to go toward applica-
tion fees, inspired legislation to
make high school seniors at
least fill out applications for
higher education.

A number of individual
schools in Texas, Pennsylvania
and other states have adopted
application requirements. Some
states — including Maine — are
using college admissions tests
as part of their student assess-
ment programs.

But none has yet adopted a
statewide requirement that stu-
dents fill out college applica-
tions, said David Hawkins, pub-
lic policy director for the
National Association for Col-
lege Admission Counseling in
Alexandria, Va.

Bill, first such in the nation,
already has initial legislative OK 

Maine proposal
requires students
apply to college

Plum Creek revises Moosehead plan
Developer proposes fewer shorefront houses, larger resorts
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Purported plots to attack oil refineries, free prisoners lacked only ‘zero hour’

Saudi terror sweep nets 172 militants

BY RACHEL RICE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PRESQUE ISLE — The Aroost-
ook River gave up no secrets Fri-
day as crews wrapped up their
third day of searching for a miss-
ing 3-year-old.

Police believe Alexandria Lynn
Winship-Wright may have
drowned in the fast-moving river
after wandering away from home
Wednesday afternoon, but
they’re not sure.

There are a lot of things they
aren’t sure about as this case
unravels. They do know that in
the last week the mother had her
two other children — ages 5 and
1 — taken away from her, and
that this was not the first time
little “Allie” had wandered away
from home.

—ä—
At 2 a.m. Friday, four law

enforcement officers and two
Department of Health and
Human Services workers
arrived at 21-year-old Mandy
Wright’s Main Street apart-
ment, which looks out over the
swollen Aroostook River. They
came for her baby, 1-year-old
Cassidy Paradis, Fort Fairfield
police officers confirmed Fri-
day.

There were tears and ques-
tions, but officers said that
Wright and her boyfriend,
Joshua Paradis — a Fort Fair-
field resident in his mid-20s
and Cassidy’s biological
father, did not resist the work-
ers as they bundled up the
baby girl and drove her away.

Two days earlier, on the day
Allie went missing, Wright’s
5-year-old daughter, Whitney,
last name unknown, was
handed over to her biological
father after he was granted

See Allie, Page A4

TEARS AND QUESTIONS


