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Did you know?
Larry Johnson took up guitar 

in high school and was later taught
by the Rev. Gary Davis

84 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News

Growing art space in downtown Bangor fostering
newfound sense of community  lifestyle C6

Driver sentenced

Captain suffers stroke;
illness forces vessel 
to revise travel plans 

BY RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

CASTINE — Preliminary test
results show that Capt. Laurence
Wade suffered a stroke Sunday

while Maine
Maritime Acade-
my’s training
ship State of
Maine was en
route to Odessa,
Ukraine, accord-
ing to informa-
tion posted on
the MMA Web
site Thursday.
His medical situ-

ation made it necessary for him to
leave the training cruise in the
hands of the chief mate.

Wade’s family released the
updated information on the cap-
tain’s health crisis through MMA.

Editor’s Note: Bangor Daily
News reporter Eric Russell and
photographer John Clarke Russ
are aboard Maine Maritime
Academy’s ship the State of
Maine as it conducts its annual
training cruise. The two will file
daily stories and photos as they
accompany 200 students and
crew to European ports of call.

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PALERMO, Sicily — Less
than halfway into Maine Mar-
itime Academy’s 2007 training
cruise, in the middle of the
Mediterranean Sea, something
unexpected happened.

Of course, unexpected things
happen frequently on the train-
ing ship State of Maine and, as

a matter of experience, the
crew is built to handle a certain
amount of adversity. Such is
life at sea, especially with near-
ly 200 students on board.

But on Sunday, May 27, as the
ship sailed from Gibraltar
across the Mediterranean, an

illness struck one of its passen-
gers. Only it wasn’t just any
passenger, and it wasn’t just
any illness. Capt. Laurence
Wade of Bradley, longtime mas-
ter of the State of Maine, suf-
fered a stroke quite suddenly,
an event that forced the ship to
abandon its course and find
land immediately.

On a cruise filled with train-
ing exercises and learning
experiences, this was as real as
it gets.

“We’ve had illnesses before
and injuries, even situations
where people had to leave the
ship, but nothing like this,”
Chief Mate Brendan McAvoy,
who has stepped into Wade’s
position as the State of Maine’s
top officer, said shortly after

BY DEB RIECHMANN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Bush, under inter-
national pressure to take tough action against
global warming, on Thursday called for a summit
of the United States and other
nations that spew the most green-
house gases on the planet.

The goal: set a long-term global
strategy for reducing emissions —
and counter allegations that the
United States is foot-dragging.

The White House said the presi-
dent’s proposal addresses “life
after” the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012, and he
wants to bring India, China and other fast-grow-
ing countries to the negotiation table so they are
part of the solution, not the problem.

“The United States takes this issue seriously,”
Bush said.

Critics disagree. They say Bush wants to set
unenforceable targets for curbing greenhouse
gas, not concrete limits on emissions. They con-
tend he is ignoring other international efforts on

Bush pushes
for summit
on warming

BY KATHY BARKS HOFFMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING, Mich. — Some rel-
atives of people who died with
Dr. Jack Kevorkian’s help say
his release from prison stirs up
grief over the
deaths of their
loved ones.
Others are
grateful for the
services the
retired pathol-
ogist offered to
family mem-
bers.

Kevorkian,
79, was con-
victed of second-degree murder
in the death of a man with Lou
Gehrig’s disease. He is sched-
uled to walk out of a southern
Michigan prison Friday after
serving just over eight years of
a 10- to 25-year sentence. He got
a year and nine months off his
sentence for good behavior.

Patients’ families 
express grief, gratitude

Kevorkian’s
release stirs
old feelings 

Pair pulled man from water
after tragic boating accident

BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

LINCOLN — Scott Valente would be dead
today if Robert and Susan Murchison had-
n’t gone out of their way to catch a trout on
Chamberlain Lake for one of her patients at
the Lincoln Lakes Region Dialysis Center.

It was on the lake’s rough, windblown
waters aboard their 16-foot Lund motorboat
that the Murchisons saw what looked like
an overturned canoe amid floating debris
about a quarter-mile away at 5:30 p.m. on
Memorial Day.

Realizing that no one in the icy cold
waters would last long, Susan Murchison
started pulling in fishing lines as Robert
Murchison ran to the helm. They were
about to speed to the wreckage when Susan
Murchison looked well away from the canoe
toward shore and “thought I saw something
dark.” 

“I didn’t know what it was,” she said
Thursday.

“I think there’s a person over there,” she
screamed to her husband.

Believing victims would be closer to the
overturned craft, Robert Murchison turned
and looked.

“I don’t see anything,” he yelled. “We
need to get to the canoe.”

“I know that there’s something over there,”
she yelled back, surprising herself with her
insistence. “We need to check that out.”

Robert Murchison relented and swung
the boat wide toward the area where his
wife had pointed. As they got closer, they
saw the inert form of a man bobbing in the
water holding a float bag.

“I’m going right for him. Get a hold on
him somehow and don’t let go,” Robert
Murchison told his wife as she leaned out
over the bow toward the man. 

Susan Murchison, 57, knew she wasn’t
strong enough to haul the man onto the
boat, but held on to him until her husband
could help her. The man was already blue
with cold and very weak as the Murchisons
got their best grip on him. 

“He had only minutes left, I believe,”
Susan Murchison said.

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — After lengthy negotiations, mem-
bers of the Legislature’s Appropriations Commit-
tee voted unanimously Thursday to recommend a
two-year state spending plan that totals about $6.3
billion, with more than $20 million added in the
closing hours of talks.

Portions of the additional money will help to
temper a pending tuition increase at the Univer-
sity of Maine System and go toward a 500-student
expansion within the Maine Community College
System.

“This is a true bipartisan budget,” said Sen.
Peggy Rotundo, D-Lewiston, co-chairman of the
panel. 

The only GOP senator on the committee, Sen.

Funds for UMS added
to 2-year, $6.3B package

Spending
plan gets
panel OK

Capt. Wade
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Robert and Susan Murchison of Lincoln lean against their 16-foot boat in their yard
Thursday as they talk about how they rescued Scott Valente of Raymond from the frigid
waters of Chamberlain Lake on Memorial Day. 

Kevorkian

Click It!
Read about the sights 

of Palermo on Eric Russell’s 
blog at 

Bangordailynews.com.
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Palermo port worker Francesco DiMarco tosses a line to crew members aboard Maine Maritime Academy’s training ship State of Maine as the
vessel eases into port in Palermo, Sicily, on Thursday morning.

MMA cadets, crew adapt to change of command, course

Ship arrives in Sicily,
chief mate at the helm
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