
BY LARRY MCSHANE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — A convicted
drug dealer who agreed to pose
as a wannabe terrorist among a
shadowy group plotting to blow
up John F. Kennedy Internation-
al Airport secretly fed informa-
tion to federal investigators in
exchange for a lighter sentence.

His surveillance trips to the
airport with the suspects, travels
abroad to meet with supporters

and assurances he wanted to die
as a martyr in the attack on an

underground jet fuel pipeline
gave counterterrorism agents
insight and evidence that was
otherwise unattainable.

Four Muslim men are
accused of plotting to use explo-
sives to destroy a jet fuel
pipeline that runs through pop-
ulous residential neighbor-
hoods to the airport, killing
thousands of people and trig-
gering an economic catastro-
phe.

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — The immigra-
tion reform agreement reached
by President Bush and a biparti-
san group of senators is far
from a done deal, according to
Maine’s congressional delega-
tion, although all agree reform
is needed.

“The devil is in the details,” 2nd
District Rep. Michael Michaud

said recently. “And there are a lot
of details that are not clear.”

The 380-page proposal
already has undergone changes
as the Senate debated the bill
before the Memorial Day recess.
Debate will continue this week.

Under the proposal, an estimat-
ed 12 million immigrants who are
in the country illegally would be
eligible for legal status if they
work and do not violate the law. 

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BREWER — Word of Satur-
day’s official announcement
that Cianbro Corp. is planning
to bring 500 or more manufac-
turing jobs to the former East-
ern Fine Paper Mill spread
quickly through the city and put
smiles on the faces of many
business owners in South Brew-
er.

Along with Cianbro’s plan to
build and run a module manu-
facturing facility comes the

return of well-paying jobs that
were lost when the mill shut
down. Those jobs mean pay-
checks that will allow workers
who have been cutting corners
to make ends
meet to return
to some of
their normal
routines, such
as going out to
eat, to the
movies and to sporting events.

Tozier’s Market was among
those hit hard when the mill
closed for good in 2004, owner

Mary-Jo Tozier said Saturday in
a telephone interview.

She explained that the store
lost about one-third of its busi-
ness, which made things diffi-
cult.

“We’ve been waiting for
something to come back in to
boost the economy in the area,”
she said. “It was a hardship on
everyone.”

A South Main Street land-
mark, Tozier’s has been in busi-
ness for nearly 21 years.

Just down the street, Ron’s
Cafe had been open just one

year when the mill went down.
“I’m going to say we lost

about 20 percent [of our busi-
ness] at the time,” owner Ron
Way said.

The cafe managed to stay
open, and Way literally jumped
for joy when he heard of Cian-
bro’s plan.

“As a rule, I can’t jump, but I
was right off the floor,” the 65-
year-old Way said. “I almost
cried this morning when I read
it in the paper.”

Since the mill closed, several
plans have been proposed for

the facility, and each time he
heard something was coming,
Way said, he got excited and it
gave him some hope. Then he
would learn that plans had fall-
en through.

“I’ve been promised probably
20 [or] 30 times what’s going to
go in down there,” he said.
“This is much more realistic.”

The modules — prefabricat-
ed, self-standing building struc-
tures that will be constructed at
the facility — will be outfitted
with electrical wires and piping

BY ALEXANDRA ZAVIS 
AND GARRETT THEROLF
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The U.S.
military on Sunday announced
the deaths of 14 more soldiers in
the last three days, a heavy toll
that underscored the increased
exposure of American forces as
reinforcements push deeper
into war-torn neighborhoods of
Baghdad and outlying areas in a

bid to flush out
militants.

Northeast of
the capital, a
car bomb
exploded about
200 yards from
the entrance of
a U.S. military
base, unleash-
ing a noxious
cloud of chlo-
rine gas that

sickened at least 62 soldiers but
caused no injuries, the military
said. All of those exposed
returned to duty the same day.

The use of chlorine canisters
to turn an ordinary bomb into a
chemical weapon has become a
signature tactic of insurgents
fighting U.S. and Iraqi forces in

Editor’s Note: Bangor Daily News
reporter Eric Russell and photographer
John Clarke Russ are aboard Maine
Maritime Academy’s ship the State of
Maine as it conducts its annual training
cruise. The two will file daily stories and
photos as they accompany 200 students
and crew to European ports of call.

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PALERMO, Sicily — Cory Byrnes and
Nikita Leiba wandered the streets of
Sicily’s largest city on Saturday, dodg-
ing intermittent raindrops and impa-
tient motorists as they occasionally
ducked into stores that caught their eye.

The two friends, both freshman
cadets on their first Maine Maritime
Academy training cruise, had no set
agenda, just a desire to see — and eat

— as much as possible.
“There’s no other place like it, espe-

cially the food,” Byrnes said as he
meandered through a souvenir shop
near the pier in downtown Palermo.
“I’ve spent a lot of money, but when are
we ever going to get the chance to come
back here?”

Many crew members aboard the
State of Maine have traveled all over
the world and have been in ports most
cadets haven’t even heard of. But the
students — particularly the freshmen
— likely are experiencing their first
tastes of an exotic land during the 2007
cruise.

Cadets are given two out of three
days while in port as liberty, and no two
students spend their precious free time
the same way.

In Palermo, Byrnes, of Standish, and
Leiba, a native of Clarendon, Jamaica,
shared an affinity not only for the local
Italian cuisine but its culture as well.

“I love the way they greet each other,”
Leiba said of the native Sicilians. “They
kiss on the cheek, even the men. It’s
nice. They’re not afraid to be affection-
ate.”
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One of the unique features

of the Bruce Daigrepont Cajun
Band is the absence of a guitar,

which creates interplay between the
fiddle and accordion.
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‘MAINE IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS:’ MODULE MANUFACTURING FACILITY PROMISES JOBS

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KATE COLLINS

Ron Way of Hampden beams after the announcement that Cianbro Corp. will move into the former Eastern Fine Paper Co. mill site in South Brewer. Way and his wife, Ruth,
own and operate Ron’s Cafe near the mill site in Brewer, and they hope the restaurant will benefit from the development.
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Alex Farrell of Bath and his Maine Maritime Academy shipmates aboard
the T.S. State of Maine leave the port at Palermo, Sicily, on Sunday.
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