
BY KIM GAMEL
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD — Insurgents
linked to al-Qaida issued a video
Monday claiming they killed all
three U.S. soldiers captured in
an ambush last month. “They
were alive and then dead,” a
voice said during a sequence of
images that included the mili-
tary IDs of two Americans still
missing.

The nearly 11-minute video
by an al-Qaida front group, the
Islamic State of Iraq, offered no
proof that the soldiers were
killed and buried. The U.S. mili-
tary insisted the massive man-
hunt south of Baghdad would
go on.

“We condemn the tactics used
by these terrorists and are
using all means available to pur-
sue those responsible,” said
Brig. Gen. Kevin Bergner, the
chief military spokesman in
Baghdad. “We continue to
search and hope that our two
missing soldiers will be found
alive and in good health.”

The video, posted on a mili-
tant Web site, included grainy

BY MICHAEL A. FLETCHER
THE WASHINGTON POST

PRAGUE, Czech Republic —
President Bush arrived here
Monday to begin an eight-day
visit to Europe, at a time when
Russia is angry over U.S. plans
for a Europe-based anti-missile
system and allies on the Conti-
nent are pressing Washington to
back U.N. action on global
warming.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin told reporters Sunday
that if the United States goes
ahead with building an anti-
missile system in two former
Soviet satellite nations, Russia
could take “retaliatory steps”
such as targeting its own
weapons on sites in Europe,
much as it did during the Cold
War.

The escalating threats under-
score the strained relations
between Russia and U.S. allies
in the West, a subject likely to

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

OLD TOWN — It was slightly
more than a year ago that Gov.
John Baldacci and then Eco-
nomic Development Commis-
sioner Jack Cashman promised
to find a buyer for the Old Town
mill, left vacant by Georgia-
Pacific Corp. when it closed the
facility and left 450 people out of
work.

“The foundation here is con-

tinuing to build and grow,” Bal-
dacci said Monday. “If we could
have turned this around earlier,
we would have done cartwheels.”

Despite a slower than desired
start and some problems along
the way, the mill’s new owner,
Red Shield Environmental LLC,
is making progress, and local
companies are beginning to see
the multiplier effect.

“When Georgia-Pacific
walked away, we thought this
might be the end,” Duane Lug-

don, a repre-
sentative of
the United
Steelworkers
union, which
r e p r e s e n t s
u n i o n i z e d
millworkers ,
said Monday.

But it wasn’t
the end, and at

a press conference Monday, Red
Shield and state officials
announced the addition of

another 130 jobs with the start-
up of the mill’s pulp operation
and more jobs expected in the
future.

Red Shield Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer Ed
Paslawski touted several proj-
ects planned in addition to the
pulp operation, and said that in
the next 12 months, his compa-
ny intends to make $100 million
in capital investment in the site.

A Red Shield subsidiary also

Editor’s Note: Bangor Daily
News reporter Eric Russell and
photographer John Clarke Russ
are aboard Maine Maritime
Academy’s ship the State of
Maine as it conducts its annual
training cruise. The two will file
daily stories and photos as they
accompany 200 students and
crew to European ports of call.

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AT SEA IN THE MEDITER-
RANEAN — Some students
aboard the Maine Maritime

Academy training ship State of
Maine will tell you there’s noth-
ing better than being above the
main deck, standing on the
bridge looking out over the
water.

Other students insist that
below deck, in the ship’s vast
engine room where the noise is

incessant and grease runs ram-
pant, is the place to be.

The 200 or so students travel-
ing on MMA’s 2007 training
cruise are split into essentially
two categories: “deck” students
seeking a 3rd mate license and
“engine” students seeking an
engineer’s license.

The stark difference in their
tasks and training makes for an
interesting dichotomy at sea
and produces a minor rivalry
among cadets.

“The rivalry, if you want to
call it that, has always been
that way, but it’s friendly,” said
Jeff Loustaunau, the ship’s
commandant. “Engineers don’t
want to be referred to as deck
mates and vice versa, but I
think they’re both equally
proud of what they’re doing.”

Kason Fritts, a junior deck
student from Savannah, Ga.,

BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MILLINOCKET — Two
teenage boys were charged with
setting off what police called a
highly unstable and potentially
deadly homemade soda acid
bomb at the door of a Pente-
costal church during religious
services as part of a series of
pranks on Sunday. 

The suspects used common
household chemicals to create a
half-dozen such bombs that,
while they did no damage, could
have caused blindness, serious
burns or respiratory distress to
the teens and anyone near the
bombs when they exploded,
investigators said Monday.

“The issue is that the bombs
create an acid that can cause
serious burns, and they go off
with a fair amount of force that
can scatter the acid a good long
way,” said Sgt. Tim York of the
State Fire Marshal’s Office.

“They are extremely unreli-
able as to a time frame. One
bomb might go off in five sec-
onds; another will go off in
three minutes,” York said.
“Essentially, the chemical reac-
tion causes a buildup that even-
tually forces a rupture of the
container, and no one can pre-
dict when that might be.”

The first bomb, a 20-ounce
plastic soda bottle, was set off at
Your Family Worship Center,
100 Aroostook Ave., with about
25 parishioners on the other
side of the frosted glass door, at
about 2:30 p.m. 

Police found the rest of the
bombs, which included several
2-liter soda bottles, and the sus-
pects on Summer Street shortly
thereafter, Millinocket police
Detective Ron McCarthy said.

Travis Bernier, 18, and a 15-
year-old juvenile, both of
Millinocket, were charged with
criminal use of explosives, a
Class C felony that carries a
$5,000 fine and up to five years
in prison. 

BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — The $113 million trans-
portation bond voters will be asked to
approve on June 12 is unprecedented in
size, according to Transportation Com-
missioner David Cole.

But so is the need.
In the last four years, road and bridge

construction costs have jumped 35 per-
cent, which has translated into deferred
and canceled projects around the state.

In the last two years, Cole said, the
Department of Transportation has
deferred some $200 million in work
because of a lack of funds.

If voters approve the bond, $100 mil-
lion will be applied to DOT’s 2007-2008
road and bridge work plan. The remain-
ing $13 million is earmarked for non-
highway and nonbridge needs, such as
improvements in railroads, ports and

ferries, buses, aviation, and pedestrian
and bicycle trails.

DOT’s two-year work plan calls for
$840 million in road and bridge work,
making it “the largest work plan in his-
tory,” said Greg Nadeau, DOT deputy
commissioner. That plan relies on pas-
sage of the $113 million bond.

Cole and Nadeau estimate that an
additional $375 million would let DOT
catch up on the work it has identified,
but that money is not on the horizon.

“This bond is essential that we don’t
fall further behind,” Nadeau said, and
“is absolutely crucial to our work plan.”

Likening DOT’s plight to having a leaky
roof on a home, he argued that it is prudent
to do the work now, rather than wait for
damage to worsen and repair costs to rise. 

The timing of the bond would allow
DOT to apply the funds to projects that
already are contracted and ready to be
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Did you know?
By popular demand, Appalachian

piano master Jeff Little returns 
to the American Folk Festival,

this time with a hot-shot banjo
player and bassist in tow.

80 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News

Route 202
and Interstate
395 are
among 
many Maine
highways 
that would
benefit from
approval of a
$113 million 
transportation
bond issue on
next week’s
ballot.
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Training ship’s deck, engine crews in friendly rivalry

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN CLARKE RUSS 

State of Maine ship boatswain Mark Jani (foreground) directs Sunday’s cadet deck crew as they clean and prep the outside of the aft
berths for a paint job as the ship was underway in the Mediterranean for Croatia on Sunday afternoon.

Click It!
Read our reporter’s 

latest blog entry 
about life aboard ship at
bangordailynews.com
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