
BY FRANCIS X. QUINN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — The Legisla-
ture’s Taxation Committee has
come up with a long-awaited
reform package supporters say
would cut taxes overall for
Maine businesses and residents
by more than $150 million.

Opposition, focusing on a pro-
posed broaden-
ing of the sales
tax that is part
of the package,
is mobilizing
and prospects
heading into
the final weeks of this year’s
regular legislative session are
highly uncertain.

Still being costed out and sub-
ject to more committee review,
the package would lower the top
income tax rate in the current
multitier system from 8.5 per-
cent to a flat 6 percent for all.

The general sales tax rate
would be held steady at 5 per-
cent, but expanded to include
personal care services, personal
property services, real property
services, installation, repair
and maintenance services, pro-
fessional, financial and busi-
ness services, transportation

BY MATTHEW LEE 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration may suspend a
major post-Sept. 11 security ini-
tiative to cope with increasingly
angry complaints from Ameri-
cans whose summer vacations
are threatened by new passport
rules.

A proposal under considera-
tion would waive temporarily a
requirement that U.S. passports
be used for air travel to and
from Canada and Mexico, pro-
vided the traveler could prove
he or she has applied for a pass-
port, officials said Thursday.

The proposed six-month sus-
pension in the rules is aimed at
clearing a massive backlog of
passport applications at the
State Department that has
slowed processing to a crawl,
they said.

But the plan has run into
opposition from the Homeland
Security Department, which
controls U.S. border points and
fears the move could make it
easier for terrorists or other

Editor’s Note: Bangor Daily
News reporter Eric Russell and
photographer John Clarke Russ
are aboard Maine Maritime
Academy’s ship the State of
Maine as it conducts its annual
training cruise. The two will file
daily stories and photos as they
accompany 250 students and
crew to European ports of call.

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AT SEA IN THE MEDITER-
RANEAN — A small group of
cadets stood outside the bridge
of the State of Maine at twilight
Wednesday, looking not straight
ahead at the ocean but up to the
sky.

Deck training officer Mar-
garet Brandon was leading a les-
son on celestial navigation,
teaching students to use sex-
tants, nautical navigation

devices that measure the posi-
tion of the sun in relation to the
moving ship.

“Of course, there is newer
technology that is easier to use,
but what happens when you lose
all those other options?” Bran-
don said. “Besides, it’s a good
thinking exercise, and they’re
going to need to know it for
their licensing exams.”

Inside the bridge of the
Maine Maritime Academy
training ship, students tracked
their course through the many
islands of the Mediterranean
Sea on a state-of-the-art elec-

MMA cadets still learn old-fashioned navigation methods 

BY NOK-NOI HAUGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

F
or Roy Mayhew, who worked
at the Eastern Fine Paper
Co. mill in Brewer for 35
years, talking about his for-
mer job is still difficult. And
he’s not alone.

“It’s awful to get emotional about an
old place of work,” Mayhew said earli-
er this week from his home. At times,
there would be silence on the tele-
phone line as he composed himself.

“Obviously, I thought a lot about
working for Eastern Fine,” he said. “I
worked there a long time. I’m sad it
didn’t stay a papermaking facility.”

Even so, he said he was pleased
when he heard that Cianbro Corp., a
Pittsfield construction company, plans
to create 500-plus well-paying jobs at

the defunct mill site.
When Eastern Fine
closed in January 2004,
he was one of the 240
employees displaced.

“I’m glad that some-
thing is going in there

rather than a shopping mall,” Mayhew
said. “It’s sad to see the place demol-
ished, but I’m glad to see that there
will be some job opportunities. That
really means something. It’s expensive
to live up here.”

Peter Vigue, CEO and president of

Cianbro Corp., announced plans last
week to renovate the former mill site
into a manufacturing facility to pro-
duce steel modules — prefabricated
and pre-wired, self-standing building
structures — that will be shipped out
by barge to industrial clients else-
where, who will then join the modules
together on site.

The Cianbro project will draw
welders, electricians, pipe fitters, mill-
wrights and other skilled workers from
all over the region to build the multi-
size steel modules.

Vigue said a big part of his plan is to
tap into the underemployed people in
the Bangor and Brewer area, saying

BY WALTER GRIFFIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Although the
penalties for school units that
fail to consolidate into larger
districts are not as harsh as
originally proposed, schools
that resist mergers will be con-
fronted with significant reduc-
tions in their state subsidies.

Districts that decide against
consolidation would lose one-
half of their subsidy for admin-
istrative costs and would see
their percentage of the general

purpose aid for overall pro-
grams frozen at 2008 levels for
all time under the amended leg-

islation passed
Wednesday.

“It’s not that
we won’t give
them any more
dollars; it’s just
that we won’t

give them a higher percentage of
their share,” Department of
Education director of communi-
cations David Connerty-Marin
said Thursday. “There is a finan-
cial incentive for consolidation.”

Included in the Legislature’s
approval of the $6.3 billion
budget for the coming two years
is the requirement that the 290
school units now in place be
reduced to a maximum of 80
units by next July.

Each district must have at
least 2,500 students and one pub-
licly funded high school. Dis-
tricts of at least 1,200 students
would be permitted when demo-
graphics or geography makes it
unreasonable to fold the schools
into a larger district.

Connerty-Marin noted that

even in situations where dis-
tricts already have more than
2,500 students, such as Bangor
or Portland, those school
departments still would need to
find savings in their budgets or
face subsidy reductions. For
instance, savings could be found
through joint purchasing or by
sharing transportation costs
with a neighboring district, he
said.

For minimum-receiver dis-
tricts, communities whose prop-
erty values are so high that the
state provides a minimum sub-

sidy, they would find that figure
cut in half if they decided to opt
out of consolidation. Under the
original proposal districts
would have lost their entire sub-
sidies if they failed to consoli-
date.

“They’ve been described as
weakening the penalties but the
minimum subsidy is still a sig-
nificant number and one-half
the subsidy is a significant
number,” Connerty-Marin said.
“We’re talking serious money.”

The consolidation proposal

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

To Steve McLaughlin, the bal-
lot question on bonds for sewer
and drinking water systems is
about more than just the envi-
ronment.

It’s also about jobs.
“A vote for the environmental

bonds is a vote for better water
quality and a better economy
for the communities that can
improve their infrastructure,”
said McLaughlin, a Department
of Environmental Protection
employee who helps administer
water-related grants and loans
to communities. “Without
decent infrastructure, commu-
nities cannot grow.”

On June 12, Maine voters will
be asked whether they want to
approve $18.3 million in bonds
for improvements to waste-
water treatment and sewer and
drinking water systems
throughout the state. A second,
$113 million bond question for
transportation projects also will
appear on the ballot.

The environmental bonds
would be distributed in the fol-
lowing way:

ä $12 million to largely rural
towns in need of new or upgrad-
ed wastewater treatment or
sewer infrastructure. Likely
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“I grew up here,” electrical worker Roy Mayhew of Carmel says as he takes a peek Thursday at the location where the No. 2
paper machine used to sit at the former Eastern Fine Paper Co. mill in Brewer. Mayhew repaired instruments on all of the
machinery during his 35-year stint at the mill.

Former Eastern Fine workers tour empty Brewer mill, reflect on Cianbro project

Sadness & Hope

Question 2: 
Bond Issue
Do you favor an
$18,300,000 bond issue to
support drinking water pro-
grams and to support the
construction of wastewater
treatment facilities that will
leverage $49,500,000 in
other funds?
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Maine Maritime Academy first class cadet Ben Tourageau of 
Scarborough and junior cadet Russell Sudaley of Miami, Fla., take
navigational readings with sextants as the training ship State of
Maine motors through the Ionian Sea around noon Tuesday. The
sextant is among many traditional mariner tools MMA students
use to verify readings made by on-board, higher-tech equipment.
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